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The  1912  firehouse  on  Hoffman  Avenue,  which  was  restored  seven  years  ago,  has  been  put 
on  the  city's  endangered  list  for  next  year.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Hoffman  Fire 
Station  on  the 
Chopping  Block 

City  Controller  Suggests 
Closing  Three  Firehouses 

By  Peter  Orsi 

Nobody  thought  balancing  the  budget 
this  year  would  be  easy.  But  as  San 
Francisco’s  power  elite  wrestle  over  how 
to  make  up  an  estimated  $350  million 
shortfall  for  the  coming  year,  the  latest 
fiscal  brouhaha  down  at  City  Hall  has  San 
Francisco  residents  worried  that  public 
safety  may  become  a  casualty  of  the  bat¬ 
tle  to  shore  up  the  bottom  line. 

At  issue  is  a  Controller’s  Office  pro¬ 
posal  to  trim  some  $30  million  from  the 
Fire  Department  budget  by  closing  three 
stations  and  implementing  other  cost-sav¬ 
ing  measures.  Noe  Valley’s  Station  24,  a 
single-engine  firehouse  at  100  Hoffman 
Avenue  near  Alvarado  Street,  is  among 
several  stations  on  the  chopping  block. 

In  a  presentation  to  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  Budget  Committee  April  29,  Con¬ 
troller  Ed  Harrington  recommended  that 
the  Fire  Department  close  Station  1 8  in  the 
Sunset  District  and  Station  20  in  Laguna 
Honda,  and  either  Station  24  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  or  Station  26  in  Twin  Peaks,  in  order 
to  help  meet  its  $2 1 6  million  budget.  With 
an  average  of  two  emergency  responses 
per  day.  Station  24  is  one  of  the  least  taxed 
firehouses  in  the  city,  according  to  a  re- 
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Noe  Valley’s 
Little  House  on 
The  Prairie 

Historic  Discovery  Sparks 
Battle  Between  Developer  and 
Preservationists 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

The  little  house  at  39  Chattanooga 
Street  is  anything  but  a  raving 
beauty.  The  narrow  front  porch  is  weak, 
with  saggy  and  buckling  boards.  Strips  of 
cracking  white  paint  expose  the  aged  ex¬ 
terior  walls.  A  rotting  picket  fence  at¬ 
tempts  to  guard  the  overgrown  flower 


garden  in  the  large  front  yard. 

But  the  gable-roofed  cottage  with  a 
false-front  parapet — the  kind  gunmen  with 
rifles  crouched  behind  in  old  cowboy 
movies — harbors  a  Victorian  secret:  it  may 
be  one  of  the  oldest  residences  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,  and  perhaps  in  all  of  San  Francisco. 

The  recent  discovery  of  the  home’s 
135-year-old  pedigree  has  kindled  a  fight 
between  a  Noe  Valley  builder  and  neigh¬ 
borhood  preservationists. 

Demolition  Request  Triggers  Inquiry 

Our  21st-century  story  dates  back  to 
May  of  2002,  when  John  Williams,  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Elizabeth  Street,  purchased  the 
986-square-foot,  two-bedroom  cottage 
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Friends’  Survey 
Provides  Some 
Food  for  Thought 

Is  It  Time  to  Revisit  the  Ban  on 
New  Restaurants  on  24th  Street? 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Twenty  years  ago,  “No  Union-ization!” 

was  the  rallying  cry  among  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  residents,  who  feared  that  laid-back 
24th  Street  was  on  the  verge  of  being 
overrun  by  trendy  restaurants  and  bars 
like  those  across  town  on  upscale  Union 
Street.  Their  anxiety  was  so  strong  that 
they  successfully  lobbied  the  city  for  a 
zoning  law  that  prevented  any  additional 
eating  establishments  or  bars  from  setting 
up  shop  on  24th  Street. 

That  view  is  changing,  according  to  the 
results  of  a  survey  conducted  this  spring 
by  the  neighborhood  group  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley.  With  the  arrival  of  a  new  gen¬ 
eration  of  more  affluent  residents,  there 
has  come  a  growing  sentiment  for  lifting 
the  rigid  prohibition  on  new  restaurants. 

“There  are  a  number  of  food  establish¬ 
ments  that  no  longer  meet  the  tastes  and 
the  eating-out  habits  of  the  current  popu¬ 
lation  of  Noe  Valley,”  says  Friends  Vice 
President  Debra  Niemann,  who  compiled 
the  answers  given  by  the  questionnaire's 
71  respondents.  “They  want  more  hip 
restaurants.” 

While  Noe  Valley  has  an  abundance  of 
Italian  and  Asian  restaurants,  she  says,  it 
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Kathryn  Simpson,  her  17-year-old  son  Sam,  and  daughter  Maya,  IS,  are  on  the  front  lines  of  a  fight  to  keep  the  state’s  in-home  program  for 
the  disabled.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


Family  Fights 
To  Make  Sam’s 
Voice  Heard 

State  Budget  Crisis  Threatens 
Home  Care  for  Disabled 

By  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins 

At  17,  Sam  Simpson  is  a  lot  like  most 
Noe  Valley  teenagers.  A  sophomore 
at  Raoul  Wallenberg  High  School,  he 
likes  literature  class  and  creating  Power¬ 
Point  presentations  on  his  computer.  He’s 
a  huge  Giants  fan.  He’s  becoming  very  in¬ 
terested  in  girls  and  he’s  learning  to  play 
the  guitar  and  the  drums.  He  sometimes 
argues  with  his  sister,  Maya,  15,  but 
mostly  they  get  along.  He  loves  to  laugh 
and  is  considered  by  his  friends  and  fam¬ 
ily  to  be  a  prankster. 

What  makes  Sam  different  is  that  he 
also  uses  a  wheelchair  and  has  partial 
blindness  and  extreme  difficulty  articu¬ 
lating  speech.  He  sometimes  has  seizures 
that  can  be  triggered  by  a  sudden  noise, 
such  as  a  ringing  doorbell  or  telephone. 
He  has  a  pulmonary  condition  and  respi¬ 
ratory  problems  that  require  him  to  be 
monitored  around  the  clock. 

The  biggest  difference  between  Sam 
and  his  peers,  though,  is  that  his  daily  life 
could  be  drastically  altered  by  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  budget  battle  now  raging  in 
Sacramento. 

Sam  was  bom  with  a  rare  neurological 


disorder  that  resulted  in  a  series  of  health 
crises  in  the  first  days  of  his  life.  By  the 
time  he  was  six  weeks  old,  he  had  already 
endured  surgeries,  a  coma,  CAT  scans, 
and  a  barrage  of  invasive  medical  proce¬ 
dures.  And  even  though  he  was  famous 


in  the  hospital  for  his  stubborn  will  to  sur¬ 
vive,  the  doctors  advised  his  mother, 
Kathryn  Simpson,  to  institutionalize  him 
when  he  was  a  baby. 

“I  couldn’t  do  that,”  she  says.  “I  knew 
that  in  a  setting  like  that,  he  would  die 


within  a  year,  if  not  a  month,  because  of 
the  constant  monitoring  he  requires." 

Simpson,  a  single  parent,  took  her  baby 
home,  and  subsisted  on  disability  from 
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Farm  Direct  Organic  Produce 
Niman  Ranch  Natural  Meats 
Fresh  Seafood 
Rosie's  Organic  Chickens 
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locally  inspired  baskets 
and  culinary  gifts 
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LETTERS  37« 


Beat  Bush  Bash! 


Noe  Valley 


for 


Join 

THE  HONORABLE  SUSAN  LEAL 


Thursday,  May  13th 
7  pm  to  9  pm 
Le  Zinc  French  Bistro 
4063  24th  Street 


Donation*  Make  checks  to:  John  Kerry  for  President,  Inc. 


Mail  to:  Beat  Bush  Bash  do  Richard  May 


Voter 

$50 

POB  460129 

Supporter 

$100 

San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0129 

Sponsor 

$250 

Creditcard  on  line: 

Patron 

$500 

https://contribute.johnkerry.com/index.html? 

source  code=000 18218 

Tickets  may  also  be  available  at  the  door. 

Real  Food  Stalemate 

Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  reference  to  a  short  item 
published  in  the  “Rumors  Behind  the 
News”  section  of  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
April  2004  issue.  I  am  concerned  there 
may  have  been  a  misunderstanding. 
Specifically,  the  item  states  that  Fresh  Or¬ 
ganics  had  reached  agreement  with  the 
landlords  on  repair  of  the  building  and 
that  the  Real  Food  24th  Street  store  would 
be  opening  by  the  end  of  the  summer. 

What  I  said  was  that  if  we  reach  an 
agreement  with  the  landlord,  we  will  try 
to  open  by  the  end  of  the  summer.  Al¬ 
though  we  are  hopeful  that  we  can  work 
out  a  resolution  with  the  landlord,  it  has 
not  yet  occurred. 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


The  Voice  welcomes  your  letters 
to  the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 

Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number. 
(Anonymous  letters  will  not  be 
considered  for  publication.)  Be 
aware  that  letters  may  be  edited 
for  brevity  or  clarity.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


We  appreciate  the  support  and  patience 
of  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  and  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  are  anxiously  looking  forward  to 
remodeling  the  store  and  opening  it  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Sergio  Diaz 
Director  of  Marketing 
Fresh  Organics,  Inc. 

“ Rumors "  columnist  Mazook  replies:  /  stand 
by  my  story.  /  reported  not  only  what  was 
told  to  me  by  Mr.  Diaz,  but  also  what  was 
confirmed  verbally  by  building  owner  Jane 
Allen.  Clearly,  the  two  parties  no  longer 
agree  on  whatever  they  thought  they  agreed 
on  in  March. 

Still  Laughing 

Editor: 

I  read  your  April  Fool’s  issue  hot  off 
the  presses,  and  I  am  still  laughing.  I  es¬ 
pecially  loved  the  photo  of  Mayor  Gavin 
Winsome’s  dome  of  hair  and  the  same- 
person  marriage  story,  in  particular  King 
Willhe’s  marriage  to  Willhe! 

In  these  days  of  grim  and  grimmer 
news,  the  laughs  are  especially  welcome. 
Many  thanks. 

Ruthanne  Lum  McCunn 
Noe  Valley  resident 

Editor's  Note:  For  those  who  missed  see¬ 
ing  the  stories  in  print,  our  April  parodies, 
including  Gavin's  makeover  photo,  are 
stored  under  “ April  Fool’s  Specials"  at  the 
bottom  of  the  April  2004  home  page  at 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 


Shouldn't  you  live  in 
Noe  Valley 
in  order  to  sell  it? 

As  a  long  time  Noe  Valley 
resident  and  realtor,  I  can  help  you 
be  a  Noe  Valley  homeowner  too. 

Duncan  Wheeler 

Real  Estate  Agent 


Herth  Real  Estate 

415-861-5200x280 

Please  call  or  visit  my  website  to 
learn  more  about  owning  in  Noe  Valley. 

www.duncanwheeler.com 
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AbAcUs 


BOOKKEEPING 


Abacus  can  perform  a  range  of 
bookkeeping  services  to  facilitate 
the  organization  and  success  of 
your  business 

Contact  us  for  a  free  consultation 

abacus01@sbcglobal.net 

(415)  206-0104 
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Local  Fire  Station 
Targeted  by 
City  Cost-Cutters 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

port  prepared  by  Harrington’s  staff. 

The  report  found  that  San  Francisco 
had  close  to  one  fire  station  per  square 
mile,  which  was  a  much  higher  ratio  than 
that  of  five  comparable  cities  surveyed  by 
the  Controller’s  Office.  Other  engine 
companies  would  be  able  to  fill  in  any 
gaps  resulting  from  the  closures,  Har¬ 
rington  said,  and  respond  to  fire  and  med¬ 
ical  calls  within  five  minutes  90  percent 
of  the  time. 

Fire  Chief  Says  We’re  Vulnerable 

Fire  Chief  Joanne  Hayes- White,  who 
took  over  the  Fire  Department  this  Janu¬ 
ary,  disagreed  with  some  of  the  report’s 
findings,  particularly  the  assertion  that  it 
would  be  easy  for  other  stations  to  fill  in. 
She  said  that  in  27  percent  of  high-emer¬ 
gency  calls,  the  first  vehicles  on  the  scene 
come  from  outside  the  call  area  because 
the  closest  units  are  busy. 

“Some  of  the  [Controller’s]  recom¬ 
mendations  are  of  very  grave  concern  to 
me,”  Hayes-White  said  at  the  hearing.  “I 
am  committed  to  not  closing  any  fire  sta¬ 
tions  or  laying  off  any  staff.” 

According  to  Hayes-White,  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  firefighting  strategy  has  as  much 
to  do  with  population  density  and  other 
factors  as  with  stations  per  square  mile. 
She  noted  that  the  city’s  population  swells 
from  about  750,000  to  an  estimated  1.4 
million  during  the  day.  With  its  narrow 
streets,  steep  hills,  and  high  percentage  of 
homes  built  before  1959,  San  Francisco 
faces  unique  challenges,  she  said. 

“We’re  very  vulnerable,”  Hayes- White 


said.  Historically,  “the  fires  we  have  ex¬ 
perienced  have  nearly  swept  the  city  off 
the  map." 

Sparks  Fly  Between  Daly  and  Hall 

Emotions  ran  high  at  the  meeting, 
which  included  passionate  testimony 
from  firefighters  and  was  interrupted 
briefly  by  an  angry  exchange  between  Su¬ 
pervisors  Chris  Daly  and  Tony  Hall. 

Hall,  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  three- 
person  Budget  Committee,  attended  the 
beginning  of  the  meeting  and  spoke 
against  any  closures.  “There’s  an  intelli¬ 
gent  way  to  go  about  balancing  this  bud¬ 
get,  and  you  don’t  go  about  it  putting  peo¬ 
ple’s  lives  in  danger,”  Hall  said.  “The 
closing  of  stations  is  not  negotiable.” 

“Balancing  the  budget  without  closing 
a  few  stations  is  difficult,”  said  Daly,  who 
argued  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  avoid 
slashing  city  services  unless  revenues  in¬ 
crease.  “I  want  you  to  remember  that 
when  people  say,  ‘Don't  raise  my  taxes,’ 
they’re  saying,  ‘Close  the  fire  stations.’ 
At  a  certain  point,  we  have  to  balance  the 
budget.  That’s  the  law.” 

Strong  Opposition  from 
Some  Residents 

Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty,  whose  Dis¬ 
trict  8  includes  Stations  24  and  26,  said 
his  office  had  fielded  about  200  phone 


calls  and  UK)  e-mails  that  were  "virtually 
unanimous”  in  opposition  to  the  closures. 

“This  is  not  something  the  folks  I  repre¬ 
sent  want,  and  it’s  not  something  I’m  going 
to  let  happen,”  Dufty  said.  “There’s  other 
meat  on  the  plate  that  we  can  go  after.” 

Noe  Valley  resident  Paul  Kantus,  who 
heads  the  East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club,  is  also  upset,  partic¬ 
ularly  about  the  prospect  of  losing  the 
Hoffman  station.  Closing  the  historic  fire¬ 
house,  which  was  built  in  1912  and  un¬ 
derwent  an  extensive  retrofit  in  1997, 
would  be  “a  real  tragedy,”  he  said. 

“I  remember  going  there  when  I  was  a 
kid,”  said  Kantus,  who  has  lived  in  the 
same  house  near  2 1  st  and  Douglass  for  all 
his  78  years.  “1  don’t  want  to  see  any  fire¬ 
houses  close,  any  more  than  I  want  to  see 
libraries  close.  Personally,  I’m  willing  to 
pay  more  taxes  to  pay  for  these  things.” 

But  not  all  Noe  Valleyans  are  worried 
about  the  proposed  shutdowns.  Fifteen- 
year  neighborhood  resident  David  Brod- 
win  said  he’s  not  against  closing  the  sta¬ 
tions  as  long  as  the  area  can  be  served  by 
other  fire  stations,  as  the  Controller’s  Of¬ 
fice  maintains. 

“The  real  issue  is,  when  you  call  911, 
how  fast  can  they  get  there.  Nothing  else 
really  matters,”  Brodwin  said.  “We  have 
a  huge  budget  shortfall.  We  have  tremen¬ 
dous  problems.  And  when  we  latch  onto 


a  symbol — and  the  fire  station  is  a  sym¬ 
bol — we  lose  sight  of  our  priorities." 

Hills  Make  Area  Difficult 

However,  Fire  Department  spokesper¬ 
son  Capt.  Peter  Howes  said  the  Hoffman 
Avenue  firehouse  is  strategically  impor¬ 
tant  because  "they  can  stop  a  fire  up  in 
that  hilly,  windy  area  before  it  spreads” 
to  the  high-occupancy  wood-frame 
homes  typical  of  Noe  Valley. 

According  to  Howes,  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  narrow,  hilly  streets  make  the  top 
of  Noe  Valley  at  the  base  of  Twin  Peaks 
a  difficult  area  to  reach.  If  the  Hoffman 
firehouse  closes,  he  said,  emergency  ve¬ 
hicles  from  Station  1 1  at  26th  and  Church 
and  Station  6  in  the  Castro  might  not  be 
able  to  respond  to  calls  promptly,  because 
“all  of  the  roads  to  get  there  are  heavily 
impacted  by  traffic.” 

Meanwhile,  Dufty  said  he  is  working 
closely  with  both  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 
and  Fire  Chief  Hayes-White  and  is  con¬ 
fident  that  “we  can  achieve  our  needed 
cost  savings  within  the  Fire  Department 
budget  without  having  to  resort  to  station 
closures.  There’s  going  to  be  necessary 
reallocation  of  personnel  and  equipment, 
but  we’re  not  going  to  be  closing  stations. 
That’s  the  approach  I  intend  to  take  with 
the  budget,  although  it  is  a  very,  very  dif¬ 
ficult  year.” 

Darlene  Chiu,  a  spokesperson  from  the 
Mayor’s  Office,  said  Newsom  “has 
promised  that  he  will  maintain  services. 
There’s  no  need  to  close  anything  down.” 

By  law,  Newsom  must  submit  a  city 
budget  by  June  1.  The  Budget  Commit¬ 
tee  wijl  then  deliberate  and  deliver  its  rec¬ 
ommendations  to  the  full  Board  of  Su¬ 
pervisors.  “No  one’s  going  to  do  anything 
without  a  lot  more  process,”  Supervisor 
Gerardo  Sandoval  said  at  the  committee 
meeting.  “We  won’t  really  know  anything 
until  probably  late  July.”  ■ 
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Put  a  little  COLOR  in  your  life  ! 
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$25  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 
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DIAMONDCORNER 

cafe 

now  serving  organic  fair  trade  coffee  and  espresso 


Still  -  fresh  baked  pastries  daily 

Breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner  everyday 

Open 

Monday  -  Friday  6:30  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 
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415.282.9551 

751  Diamond  Street  at  24th  Street 

in  Noe  Valley 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Deserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 


Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 
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home  furnishings  and  fine  gifts 
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design  services  of 
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and 

Randall  Whitehead,  IALD,  Lighting  Design 
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CYCLERY 
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A  bountiful  arrangement  for  a  beautiful  Mom 

Send  the  Loving  Thoughts™  Bouquet 
For  Mother’s  Day  Sunday,  May  9. 


Show  her  that  you  think  she’s 
extra  special  -  with  this  large, 
lovely  bouquet  of  delicate  flowers 
exploding  out  of  a  beautiful  vase. 

She’ll  treasure  it  for  a  lifetime. 

Gourmet  Gift  Baskets  too! 


-*tr 


415-824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  fecial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 
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Family  Defends 
Disabled  Rights 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

her  job  as  an  1CU  nurse,  as  she  exhaus¬ 
tively  searched  for  a  way  to  care  for  Sam 
at  home.  By  the  time  he  was  two  months 
old,  her  health  insurance  company 
deemed  Sam  uninsurable. 

“It  was  so  frightening,”  Simpson  re¬ 
calls.  “I  had  no  referrals.  It  was  1986,  so 
there  wasn’t  the  Internet.  I  didn’t  know 
what  resources  were  available.  I  just 
spent  a  lot  of  time  on  the  phone,  gather¬ 
ing  information.” 

The  following  year,  she  discovered  the 
In-Home  Supportive  Services  (IHSS) 
Residual  Program,  a  state  program  that 
pays  qualified,  able-bodied  parents  and 
spouses  to  provide  care  and  support  to 
disabled  family  members  in  their  homes. 
On  an  initial  query  to  IHSS,  Simpson  was 
told  that  infants  weren’t  eligible  for  the 
service.  She  persisted,  however,  and 
eventually  persuaded  an  IHSS  worker  to 
come  to  her  home  to  assess  the  situation. 

“Sam  was  such  a  beautiful  baby,” 
Simpson  recalls.  “Absolutely  angelic, 
with  a  sweet  smile  and  golden  hair.  The 
woman  from  IHSS  took  one  look  at  him 
and  said  that  we  could  be  in  the  program. 
I  hate  to  say  it,  but  I  think  we  got  in  be¬ 
cause  he  was  so  cute.” 

Average  Pay  Is  $530  a  Month 

Today,  Sam  Simpson  is  one  of  75,000 
Californians  (1,700  are  San  Francisco 
residents)  who  participate  in  the  IHSS 
program.  They  range  from  Alzheimer’s 
patients,  to  visually  impaired  adults,  to 
kids  with  autism  and  cerebral  palsy. 

According  to  Donna  Calame,  director 
of  San  Francisco  IHSS,  the  average  San 
Francisco  home  care  worker  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  paid  about  $530  per  month,  a  sig¬ 
nificant  savings  over  the  cost  of  caring  for 
a  patient  in  Laguna  Honda  Hospital, 
which  runs  around  $9,000  per  month. 

When  her  family  first  enrolled  in  1 987, 
Kathryn  Simpson  was  paid  about  $4  an 
hour  for  nine  hours  of  work  a  day,  she 
says.  Since  then,  her  hourly  wage  has 
risen  to  a  little  over  $10. 

Still,  Simpson  figures  she’s  saved  the 
state  millions  of  dollars  over  the  17  years 
she’s  taken  care  of  Sam.  As  a  former  nurse, 
she  can  monitor  his  health,  dispense  med¬ 
ications,  and  avoid  the  secondary  infec¬ 
tions  that  are  common  to  people  who  live 
in  group  and  institutional  settings. 

Cutbacks  ‘Draconian  and  Inhumane' 

Despite  its  efficacy,  the  in-home  care 
program  is  in  serious  danger  and  twice 
has  been  put  on  the  chopping  block  in  the 
past  six  months.  Within  six  weeks  of  his 
election  victory  in  October,  Gov.  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger,  faced  with  a  $6  billion 
deficit,  asked  for  midyear  caps  on  in- 
home  and  other  services  for  the  disabled. 
Then  in  January,  he  recommended  that 
the  IHSS  Residual  Program  be  elimi¬ 
nated  from  the  budget  for  the  coming  fis¬ 
cal  year. 

If  the  program  is  cut,  according  to  the 
Legislative  Analyst’s  Office,  about 
18,000  of  the  75,000  Californians  cur¬ 
rently  served  by  it  would  likely  move  to 
the  Personal  Care  Services  Program 
(PCSP),  which  requires  families  to  hire 
non-relative  providers  at  the  rate  of  $6.75 
per  hour.  (Ironically,  this  program  also 
faces  budget  cuts.)  Another  5,000  would 
probably  leave  their  homes  and  move  into 
assisted-care  facilities,  at  a  projected  cost 
to  the  state  of  $  1 25  million  annually.  That 
leaves  about  52,000  people  “facing  ser¬ 
vice  termination,”  according  to  the  bud¬ 
get  analyst. 

“There  is  an  idea  that  has  been  ex¬ 
pressed  by  people  very  high  up  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Finance,  that  families  pro¬ 
viding  care  for  disabled  loved  ones  is  a 


Sam  Simpson,  who  has  a  hard  time  speaking,  is  asking  his  friends  and  neighbors  in  Noe  Valley  to  help  protest  potential  cuts  to  California's 
disabled  services.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


scam,”  Calame  of  IHSS  says.  “The  fact  is, 
it’s  a  very  cost-effective  program.  Even 
the  Bush  administration  believes  that 
flexible  home-care  programs  are  the  most 
rational  way  to  provide  long-term  care. 
California’s  program  has  been  a  model 
for  the  nation.  Now  we’re  decimating  it. 
It’s  draconian  and  inhumane.” 

A  Catch-22  Situation 

For  Simpson,  the  proposed  cuts  repre¬ 
sent  a  Catch-22  nightmare.  If  she  were  to 
take  a  job  outside  the  home  and  earn  more 
than  $1,000  per  month,  Sam  would  lose 
access  to  most  of  the  health  care,  therapy, 
and  educational  programs  she  has  spent 
years  fighting  to  get  him  into.  Even  if 
Sam  were  deemed  eligible  for  the  PCSP 
program,  Simpson  would  have  to  recruit 
someone  else  to  come  in  and  care  for  her 
son  for  what  she  calls  “fast-food  wages.” 

The  legislative  analyst  addressed  this 
issue  by  suggesting  that  “current  respon¬ 
sible  relative  providers  switch  and  become 
the  provider  for  other  families  with  IHSS 
recipients.  For  example,  a  mother  currently 
caring  for  her  daughter  might  be  more 
comfortable  with  a  nonrelative  provider 
if  she  understood  that  the  provider  herself 
had  a  daughter  receiving  IHSS.”  In  other 
words,  the  state  is  suggesting  that  Simp¬ 
son  go  care  for  someone  else’s  child  while 
that  child’s  mother  cares  for  Sam. 

Simpson’s  greatest  fear  is  that  the  cuts 
might  result  in  Sam’s  being  forced  into  an 
institution.  Her  view  of  this  alternative  is 
the  same  as  it  was  17  years  ago. 

“I  stay  awake  most  nights  monitoring 
his  breathing  and  turning  his  body  to 
prevent  bedsores,”  Simpson  says.  “In  the 
morning,  I  check  his  skin  for  rashes,  help 
him  with  his  oral  care,  and  get  him  ready 
for  school.  In  an  institution,  the  staff  is 
poorly  trained  and  overworked.  I  can  see 
him  left  in  a  corridor,  sitting  in  his  chair. 
And  this  is  a  kid  who  doesn’t  even  like  to 
stay  home  for  quiet  family  time  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoons.” 

Mobilizing  for  Disabled  Rights 

In  recent  months,  Simpson,  who  was 
“pushed  through  the  doors  of  politics” 
through  her  advocacy  for  her  son,  has 
been  on  the  front  lines  of  the  fight  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  IHSS  program.  She  has  lobbied 
Assemblymember  Mark  Leno  and  State 
Senator  John  Burton  (both  of  whom  are 
opposed  to  the  cuts),  granted  interviews 
to  the  Los  Angeles  Weekly  and  the  San 


Francisco  Chronicle ,  and  appeared  on 
KQED-TV ’s  News  Hour  with  Jim  Lehrer. 

“The  disabled  don’t  have  a  voice,”  says 
Simpson.  “And  if  you’re  not  a  part  of  the 
disabled  community,  you’re  probably  not 
aware  of  the  realities  of  the  cuts.” 

With  each  new  threat  to  disabled  ser¬ 
vices,  she  urges  her  neighbors  to  write  to 
their  representatives. 

“Legislators  consider  one  negative  let¬ 
ter  to  equal  10,000  votes.  Rallies  are 
viewed  the  same  way,”  Simpson  says.  “So 
it  really  does  make  a  difference.”. 

Noe  Valley  Stores  Display  Petitions 

Locally,  friends  and  businesses  have 
pitched  in  to  help  ensure  that  Sam,  and 
others  like  him,  have  political  clout. 
Simpson  says  that  the  Noe  Valley  com¬ 
munity  has  been  amazing  in  its  eagerness 
to  help.  “Alexander  [Gardener]  at  Video 
Wave  has  been  wonderful  to  my  daugh¬ 
ter,”  Simpson  says.  “He’s  given  her  a 
place  [at  the  store]  to  go  and  goof  around 
■  since  she  was  8  years  old.  Now  she  cov¬ 
ers  shifts  there.” 

Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers,  long  a  fa¬ 
vorite  destination  for  Sam,  is  another  shop 
championing  the  cause.  As  soon  as  co¬ 
owner  Tracy  Wynn  learned  of  Sam’s  plight, 
she  started  writing  letters  and  e-mails  to 
authors  she  knew  who  might  be  able  to 
help  bring  visibility  to  the  situation. 

Both  Cover  to  Cover  and  Video  Wave 
are  displaying  a  petition  protesting  the 
cuts  to  IHSS  and  urging  the  Schwarz¬ 
enegger  administration  to  look  elsewhere 
for  ways  to  balance  the  budget. 

“Sam  is  a  part  of  this  community,” 
Simpson  says.  “He’s  taught  so  many  peo¬ 
ple  about  acceptance  and  diversity.  Kids, 
especially,  get  to  know  him  and  no  longer 
fear  somebody  who  is  different.  He  needs 
us  to  be  his  voice.”  ■ 

Editor's  Note:  On  April 22,  Gov.  Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger  reversed  his  decision  to  cut  in-home  care 
for  the  disabled — sort  of.  His  staff  told  a  State 
Senate  committee  that  California  would  now 
seek  funds  for  the  program  from  the  federal 
government.  However,  budget  planners  warned 
that  the  in-home  program  would  be  put  back 
on  the  table  if  federal  funds  failed  to  materi¬ 
alize.  Reached  at  press  time.  Kathryn  Simpson 
said  this  latest  shift  only  means  that  her  fam¬ 
ily’s  fight  becomes  broader.  Now.  she  is  also 
targeting  officials  in  the  Bush  administration, 
the  U.S.  Health  and  Human  Services  Depart¬ 
ment.  and  her  representatives  in  Congress. 


Resources 

PEOPLE  WHO  CARE  ABOUT 
DISABLED  FUNDING  CUTS 

California  Disability  Community 
Action  Network:  www.cdcan.org 

Save  Home  Care: 
www.savehomecare.org 

PEOPLE  WHO  ANALYZE  THE 
BUDGET 

Legislative  Analyst’s  Office  (LAO) 
Web  site:  www.lao.ca.gov 

PEOPLE  WHO  CAN  MAKE  OR 
BREAK  THINGS 

Governor  Arnold  Schwarzenegger 
State  Capitol 
Sacramento,  CA  95814 
916-445-2841 

E-mail:  governor@governor.ca.gov 

State  Senator  John  Burton 
Room  205,  State  Capitol 
Sacramento,  CA  95814 
916-445-1412 

E-mail:  senator.burton@sen.ca.gov 

State  Assemblymember  Mark  Leno 
State  Capitol 
P.O.  Box  942849 
Sacramento.  CA  94249-0013 
916-319-2013 

E-mail :  assembl\member.Leno@ 
assembly.ca.gov 

U.S.  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
331  Hart  Senate  Office  Building 
Washington.  DC  20510 
202-224-3841 
E-mail: 

http://feinstein.senate.govlemail.html 

U.S.  Senator  Barbara  Boxer 
112  Hart  Senate  Office  Building 
Washington,  DC  20510 
202-224-3553 

E-mail :  http:llbo.xer.senate.gov/ 
contact/webform.cfm 

U.S.  Congressional  Representative 
Nancy  Pelosi 
2371  Rayburn  HOB 
Washington,  DC  20515 
4 1 5-556-4862  or  202-225-4965 
E-mail:  sf.nancy@mail.house.gov 

Secretary  Tommy  G.  Thompson 
U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services 
200  Independence  Avenue  SW 
Washington.  DC  20201 
Telephone:  202-619-0257 
Toll  Free:  1-877-696-6775 
Web  site:  www.hhs.gov 
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The  Difference  Between  DREAMING 
__  and  MAKING  IT  HAPPEN 


To  turn  your  dreams  into  reality  you  must  have  a  clear  idea  of  what  you  want  and  the  skills 
to  achieve  it.  LIFT  takes  the  mystery  out  of  how  some  women  realize  their  life  dreams. 


Life  Is  For  the  Taking 


What  is  LIFT? 

LIFT  is  an  organization  focused  solely  on  enabling  women  to  achieve  success  in 
life  by  providing  affordable,  personalized,  executive-caliber  coaching. 

•  PERSONAL:  Create  your  personal  life  vision  and  develop  your 
personal  qualities  to  achieve  it. 

•  PROFESSIONAL:  Benefit  from  the  powerful  combination  of 


EXPERIENCE  A  LIFT  WORKSHOP  FOR  FREE 
Week  1  of  any  workshop  is  free  to  new  members. 


mentorship,  peer  support  and  skill  development. 

•  FINANCIAL:  Develop  the  knowledge  to  take  control  of  your  finances. 


Marina,  Pacific  Heights  and  Downtown  SF  Locations 
TO  RESERVE  YOUR  SPACE,  CALL 

415-381 -443 1 


LIFT'S  group  coaches  and  workshop  content  are  drawn  from  top  experts  in  their 
respective  fields.  Sessions  are  designed  for  WOMEN  and  led  by  highly  successful 
WOMEN  who  have  proven  expertise  in  cultivating  success  for  LIFT  members. 


EXECUTIVE-CALIBER  COACHING  AT  AN  EXCEPTIONAL  VALUE,  JUST  $39  A  MONTH 

WWW.LIFTWOMEN.COM 


dde  Second  Sundays  Series 

at  Holy  Innocents'  Episcopal  Church 


May  9,  2004  Elfrieda  Langemann  O'Neill,  soprano 
with  Monroe  Kanouse,  piano 
MotherSongs~A  Musical  Feast  for  Mother's  Day 

Program  will  include  works  by  Brahms,  Britten, 
Mussorgsky,  Rossini,  Schubert,  and  others 

Concert  begins  at  5:00  p.m.  A  donation  of  $15  is  suggested. 

A  reception  will  follow  the  concert. 


Holy  Innocents'  Episcopal  Church 

455  Fair  Oaks  Street,  San  Francisco,  California 

The  Rev.  Rosa  Lee  Harden,  Vicar 

Holy  Innocents'  Episcopal  Church  is  located  on  Fair  Oaks  Street, 
one  block  east  of  Dolores  between  25th  and  26th. 

Limited  on-street  parking  is  available.  Accessible  by  MUNI 
(26th  Street  /  J  Church)  or  by  BART  (24th  &  Mission). 

For  more  information  or  a  season  brochure,  call  415.824.5142 
www.holyinsf.org 


I  Can/’t  Buy  a/House/ 
Because'... 


1.  No  down  payment. 

□  Yes 

□  No 

2.  I’m  waiting  for  prices  to  go  down. 

□  Yes 

□  No 

3.  Hellooo!  A  bubble  is  about  to  burst. 

□  Yes 

□  No 

4.  I’m  self-employed. 

□  Yes 

□  No 

5.  There’s  nothing  in  my  price  range. 

□  Yes 

□  No 

6.  1  don’t  have  time. 

□  Yes 

□  No 

IF  YOU  ANSWERED  YES  TO  ANY  OF  THESE  QUESTIONS, 

CALL  ME! 

Hi,  I’m  Lisa  Thompson 

(former  owner  of  Little  Bean  Sprouts  and 
long  time  Noe  Valley  resident) 

✓  I  turn  renters  into  home  owners.  ✓ 


Order  my  complimentary  1st  Time  Home  Buyer  Book: 

You  Can  Buy  a  House  in  San  Francisco! 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


GMAC  Real  Estate  Services 


Yes,  you/  can/  buy  cu  house/ 
t>v  San/  FraaoLsccr. 

I'll/  show  you/  how ! 

415.345.2533 

email:  Lisathompson@pacunion.com 
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Are  There  Too  Few 
Restaurant  Choices 
In  Noe  Valley? 

CONTINUED  KROM  PAGE  1 

may  be  lacking  in  other  food  categories. 

" People  keep  say ing,  T m  tired  of  hav¬ 
ing  to  go  out  of  the  neighborhood,’”  says 
Niemann,  a  15-year  resident  of  23rd 
Street.  “They  walk  down  to  Valencia 
Street  or  get  in  their  car  and  go  out  of  the 
neighborhood.” 

But  allowing  additional  restaurants  to 
offer  their  cuisine  in  Noe  Valley  would  re¬ 
quire  changes  to  the  city’s  planning  code, 
and  would  be,  so  to  speak,  a  fly  in  the 
soup  for  supporters  of  the  current  code. 

Still,  the  survey  has  started  a  dialogue, 
and  the  restaurant  ban  will  be  one  of  the 
issues  on  the  table  June  9,  when  Friends 
of  Noe  Valley  and  the  Noe  Valley  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Professionals  Association  co¬ 
host  a  meeting  at  the  Noe  Valley-Sally 
Brunn  Library.  Their  special  guest  will  be 
Larry  Badiner,  acting  director  of  the  San 
Francisco  Planning  Department. 

The  Friends’  informal  survey  touched 
on  a  variety  of  topics  dear  to  local  resi¬ 
dents.  Asked  what  the  chief  challenges 
facing  Noe  Valley  were,  the  respondents, 
most  of  whom  were  homeowners,  listed 
crime  first,  followed  by  24th  Street’s  di¬ 
minished  vibrancy  and  displeasure  over 
“monster”  homes. 

But  a  clear  focal  point  of  the  survey 
was  24th  Street,  the  heart  and  soul  of  Noe 
Valley’s  commercial  district,  whose  lus¬ 
ter  has  been  tarnished  in  recent  months  by 
boarded-up  storefronts  along  a  couple  of 
key  blocks. 

Several  survey  participants  com¬ 
plained  that “24th  Street  is  filthy  [and|  not 
as  attractive  as  it  used  to  be,”  that  there  is 
“too  much  dog  doo,”  “not  enough  garbage 
cans,”  and  “way  too  much  panhandling.” 

They  also  were  displeased  about  the 
limited  range  of  merchants  on  the  strip. 
Many  respondents  said  they’d  like  to  see 
a  men’s  clothing  store,  as  well  as  a  sport¬ 
ing  goods  store,  a  movie  theater,  or  a  va¬ 
riety  store  similar  to  Cliff’s  in  the  Castro 
or  Mendel’s  in  the  Haight. 

Yearning  for  High-Quality  Takeout 

On  two  different  fronts,  food  elicited 
some  of  the  most  passionate  responses. 
Residents  said  a  natural  food  store  or  an 
organic  market  would  be  welcome  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  street— and  would  help  fill  the 
void  left  by  last  year’s  closure  of  the  Real 
Food  Company  (see  story,  page  13). 

But  residents  were  most  enthusiastic  in 
their  desire  for  more  ethnically  diverse 
dining  choices,  qood-quality  fast  foods, 
California  Crisp-style  salad  bars,  and 
cafes  with  healthy  and  organic  cuisine. 

That’s  the  kind  of  dining  that  Carla 
Wike  and  Deborah  Schneider,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  say  they  now  have  to  go  out  of  the 
neighborhood  to  enjoy. 

“I’d  love  to  be  able  to  walk  to  a  nice 
restaurant,”  said  Wike,  36,  a  Church 
Street  resident  who  works  as  a  marketing 
executive.  “But  I  generally  go  to  the  Mis¬ 
sion,  which  has  a  lot  of  very  trendy 
restaurants,  and  I  love  Clement  Street.” 

Wike  also  has  a  preference  for  Indian 
and  Thai  restaurants.  And  every  once  in 
a  while,  “it’s  nice  to  have  a  treat,”  she 
says,  at  an  upscale  restaurant  on  Nob  Hill. 

Schneider,  32,  an  attorney  and  author, 
says  inexpensive,  but  excellent  restau¬ 
rants,  with  quality  fare  in  the  $10  range, 
would  quickly  put  a  menu  in  her  hand. 
She  ticked  off  examples  such  as  Pluto’s 
Fresh  Food,  a  sandwich  and  salad-bar 
diner  in  the  Inner  Sunset,  and  the  Citrus 
Club,  a  noodle  house  on  Haight  Street. 

“I’m  usually  pressed  for  time,”  says 
Schneider.  “I’d  like  to  see  a  number  of 
different  places  to  go  to  where  you  don’t 


have  to  spend  a  lot  of  money,  but  you  can 
get  a  good  meal.” 

Han  Covers  Hats  of  All  Kinds 

Restaurant  life  along  24th  Street  has 
been  more  or  less  static  since  the  mora¬ 
torium  was  enacted  in  the  spring  of  1987. 
The  planning  code  prohibits  any  new  full- 
scale  restaurants,  large  fast-food  opera¬ 
tions,  or  small  self-serve  eating  facilities 
in  the  six  blocks  of  24th  Street  from  Chat¬ 
tanooga  to  Diamond.  The  ban  covers  any 
place  with  table  and  chair  service,  and  in¬ 
cludes  coffee  shops  and  juice  bars. 

“People  were  afraid  that  Noe  Valley 
and  other  neighborhoods  would  be  over¬ 
run  by  restaurants,”  explains  city  planner 
Badiner,  who  also  lives  in  Noe  Valley. 
“The  cry  was  ‘  S  ure,  you  can  get  a  latte,  but 
you  won’t  be  able  to  get  your  shoes’fixed.  ’” 

The  code  does  permit  a  new  restaurant 
to  replace  one  that  has  closed,  Badiner 
says.  That’s  how  Firefly  Restaurant  was 
able  to  move  into  the  old  home  of  La 
Roca;  the  Pasta  Pomodoro  chain  was  able 
to  start  serving  Italian  food  at  Panos’  for¬ 
mer  location;  and  Fresca,  a  Peruvian 
restaurant,  will  be  allowed  to  open  soon 
at  the  shuttered  Tien  Fu  Restaurant. 

The  tough  measure  was  “a  good  thing 


at  the  time,”  agrees  Niemann.  “There  was 
a  real  threat  of  coffee  shops  on  every  cor¬ 
ner  and  restaurants  in  every  storefront.” 

But  Niemann  thinks  the  restrictions 
might  currently  be  too  severe,  given  the 
demographic  and  sociological  changes  in 
Noe  Valley  during  the  past  decade.  Noe 
Valley,  she  notes,  is  now  a  neighborhood 
where  a  family’s  median  annual  income 
is  well  above  $100,000  and  the  average 
home  costs  $1  million. 

“People  who  can  afford  million-dollar 
houses  also  have  higher-end  tastes,”  she 
says,  “so  Joe’s  Pizza  just  doesn’t  do  it.” 

‘Modify’  Is  the  Operative  Word 

Niemann  says  she  favors  a  modifica¬ 
tion  to  the  code  that  would  allow  some 
additional  restaurants  on  24th  Street.  “I 
don’t  think  the  survey  results  are  saying 
get  rid  of  the  code. ...  I  think  [people]  are 
saying  modify  it. 

“No  one  is  going  to  let  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  be  overrun,”  she  says.  “But  you  can 
modify  the  code  so  that  people  who  want 
to  can  walk  to  24th  Street  and  can  get 
whatever  they  need.” 

Carol  Yenne,  current  president  of  the 
Merchants  Association  and  proprietor  of 
Small  Frys,  a  children’s  clothing  store  on 


Get  in  on  the  Ground  Floor 
Of  Neighborhood  Planning 

Want  to  voice  your  opinion  about 
what  kind  of  shops  and  restaurants 
should  be  allowed  on  24th  Street? 
Want  to  sound  off  about  “monster” 
homes  or  legislation  to  ban  chain 
stores  in  the  neighborhood? 

You  can  do  so  next  month  at  a 
joint  meeting  of  Friends  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  and  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association.  The 
meeting,  June  9,  will  start  at  7  p.m. 
at  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn 
Library,  451  Jersey  Street. 

Larry  Badiner,  the  city’s  acting 
planning  director  and  a  Noe  Valley 
resident,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker.  Planning  code  measures 
that  limit  additional  restaurants  on 
24th  Street  will  be  a  principal  topic. 


24th  Street,  agrees  that  it  may  be  time  to 
take  another  look  at  the  restaurant  ban. 

“I  think  we  should  listen  to  what  the 
people  are  saying  and  see  if  we  can  either 
temporarily  or  in  some  way  change  the 
restrictions  on  neighborhood  use,”  Yenne 
says.  “I  don’t  want  to  see  Noe  Valley  lose 
its  charm.  I  don’t  want  to  see  it  lose  its 
style,”  she  says.  “But  the  neighborhood  is 
changing,  and  we  should  change  with  it, 
and  I  don’t  think  there  is  anything  wrong 
with  looking  at  making  changes.” 

Worries  About  Restaurant  Row 

But  changing  the  code  may  be  a  sour 
subject  for  early  supporters  of  the  restau¬ 
rant  ban,  including  landscaper  Jean 
Amos,  who  as  a  Friends  president  in  the 
early  1980s  led  the  fight. 

“My  problem  is  that  it’s  going  to  be  the 
Union  Street  example  that  we  used  [in  the 
’80s],”  says  Amos,  who  lives  on  Eliza¬ 
beth  Street. 

A  more  upscale  24th  Street,  she  fears, 
may  in  the  long  run  drive  out  families  and 
economic  diversity  in  the  neighborhood. 

“As  soon  as  we  start  increasing  the 
number  of  restaurants,  what  are  we  going 
to  give  up?”  Amos  asks.  “We’ll  lose  the 
stationary  store,  the  post  office,  the  shoe 
repair  store,  the  guitar  shop,  and  the 
things  that  can’t  compete  because  the 
overhead  is  so  high. 

“It’s  going  to  become  restaurant  row,” 
she  says,  “and  we’ll  lose  the  factors  that 
make  Noe  Valley  a  nice  sweet  little  neigh¬ 
borhood  to  live  in.” 

Paul  Kantus,  president  of  the  East  & 
West  of  Castro  Street  Improvement  Club, 
one  of  the  oldest  neighborhood  institu¬ 
tions  (since  1904),  is  even  more  adamant. 

“More  restaurants,  and  24th  Street 
would  become  another  Union  Street, 
where  every  one  from  al  1  over  town  would 
come  here,  and  parking  would  be  worse 
than  it  is  now,”  says  Kantus,  a  Douglass 
Street  resident. 

“We  want  to  keep  it  a  village,  and  a  pro¬ 
liferation  of  restaurants  and  small  food 
places  would  change  the  character  of  the 
neighborhood,”  he  says.  “We’re  against 
that.” 

Niemann  concedes  that  there  will  be 
many  obstacles  to  overcome,  should 
Friends  decide  to  pursue  an  end  to  the 
restaurant  ban. 

Neighborhood  activists  who  proposed 
the  moratorium  some  20  years  ago  had 
“the  right  intentions,”  says  Niemann.  But 
the  character  of  the  neighborhood  has 
shifted  since  then  and  now  demands 
something  different. 

“There  are  a  lot  of  elderly  people  in 
Noe  Valley  who  don’t  want  any  change. 
But  change  is  good.  Not  all  change  is 
bad,”  she  says.  “The  farmers’  market  [on 
Saturday  s  at  24th  and  Vicksburg]  is  new 
and  different,  and  it’s  a  good  thing.”  ■ 


Friends’  Survey  Profile 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  received  71  responses  to  its  survey  on  neighborhood 
issues,  conducted  in  February  and  March  among  the  group’s  membership 
and  on  three  Saturdays  at  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market. 

The  main  questions  in  the  survey  were:  “What  kinds  of  stores  would  you  like 
to  see  recruited  to  24th  Street?”  and  “What  are  the  top  three  challenges  facing 
Noe  Valley?”  The  questionnaire  also  asked  to  what  degree,  if  any,  19  issues 
posed  a  problem.  In  addition  to  local  commerce,  the  issues  ranged  from  crime 
and  graffiti  to  parks  and  affordable  housing.  ‘ 

Survey  participants  were  split  nearly  50-50  among  men  and  women.  Most  of 
those  who  responded  were  between  36  and  50  years  old,  and  about  one-third 
had  children.  The  demographic  profile  also  showed  that  78  percent  of  the  partic¬ 
ipants  owned  their  own  homes  and  58  percent  had  post-college  degrees. 


marsh 


Three 
Fabulously 
Fun  Weeksl 


Marsh  Youth  Theater 

in  association  with 

Glitter  &  Razz  Productions 

presents 

Summer  Theater  Workshops  for  Rising  lst-4th  Graders 

July  26  -  August  13,  2004  /  9  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  /  Mon.  -  Fri.  /  Extended  Care  Available 
at  The  Marsh  •  1062  Valencia  Street  (at  22nd) 
Scholarships  Available! 

For  more  info,  call  415-826-5750  x3  or  email  myt@themarsh.org 


;  ,  v  "  '  r  ■/* 

‘Thank  You 


all  children  that  extends  beyond  the  schools. 


Uvarado  Elementary  School  has  been  very 
fortunate  to  have  had  tremendous  support  from 
our  Noe  Valley  merchants  and  residents  over  the 
years.  Also,  from  the  Mission  to  Diamond  Heights, 
the  Castro  to  Glen  Park,  and  all  over  San  Francisco, 
people  have  become  involved  and  supported  our 
community  building  and  fund-raising  efforts  — 
and  it  shows. 

T'fianli  you  aCC. 

Together  we  can  make  a  great  environment  for 


The  Families  and  Staff  of  Alvarado  School 
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Elisa’s  Beauty  &  Health  Spa 

in  Sunny  Noe  Valley 

Elisa's  Health  Spa  is  now 
celebrating  50  years  in 
business.  Elisa  has  been  in 
the  beauty  and  health 
business  in  Noe  Valley  for 
over  four  decades. 

Come  celebrate  during  the 
months  of  May  and  June  by 
getting  a  relaxing  massage, 
hot  tub,  sauna,  body  or 
facial  treatment. 

Gift  certificates  available! 


(415)  821-6727  •  4028 A  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Mother’s  and  Father’s  Day  Coupon  Specials 

Give  Mom  and  Dad  a  gift  they  can  really  remember 


Elisa’s  Health  Spa 

Elisa’s  Health  Spa 

Elisa’s  Health  Spa 

10  Endermologie  Cellulite  Treatments 

10  Lift6  Wrinkle  Treatments 

1 0  One  Hour  Hottubs  for 

$850 

$850 

$130 

Regularly  $110  per  visit 

Regularly  $  1 1 0  per  visit 

Daytime  or  Night  time  for  one  person 

Offer  good  until  June  30,  2004 

Offer  good  until  June  30,  2004 

Offer  good  until  June  30,  2004 

Indoor  and  Outdoor  Hot  Tubs 
Steam  Room 
Sauna  -  Dry  Heat 

Massage 
Swedish 
Deep  Tissue 

Facial  Treatments  specializing  in 
LPG  Systems  'Lift6'  technique 
helps  reduce  wrinkles  and  lines. 

Endermologie  Cellulite  treatments 
featuring  the  advanced  technol¬ 
ogy  of  LPG  System  'Cellu6'. 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  •  Since  1975 
Oldest  Sushi  Bar  in  San  Francisco 

@  $§ 


Matsuya 

Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  and  Wine 


Chef's  Choice  of  Sushi 


Open  5  to  10  Monday  through  Saturday 


3856  24th  Street  •  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  •  415-282-7989 


520  Church  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (4 1 5)  62 1  -3222  www.parkerguesthouse.com 


www.episodesalon.com 


efeisxH/v 

Salon  &  Spa 


We  Use 

Vidal  Sassoon  Techniques 

Specializing  in  Japanese 
Thermal  Reconditioning  and 
Highlights  &  Lowlights 


415.641.1138 

■1360  Church  St. 
between  Clipper  and  26th  St. 

Open  6  days  a  week  - 
closed  Monday 


r 


Mention  this  Ad 
for  20%  Off  All  Services 
New  Clients  Only 
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shuttered  at  the  end  of  August  2003  with 
no  advance  notice  to  customers  or  em¬ 
ployees,  about  30  of  whom  were  termi¬ 
nated.  The  company  claims  the  store  was 
closed  for  a  much-needed  renovation. 
The  ex-employees  contend  Nutraceutical 
closed  the  store  because  the  workers  were 
trying  to  organize  a  union.  Unfair  labor 
practice  complaints  against  the  company 
are  currently  pending  before  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  (NLRB). 

Diaz  told  the  Voice  in  January  that  af¬ 
ter  the  store  was  closed,  the  company  dis¬ 
covered  substantial  structural  problems 
with  the  building.  Nutraceutical  and  the 
Allens  have  been  negotiating  for  months 
over  how  the  repairs  will  be  handled  and 
who  will  foot  the  bill.  The  company  holds 
an  option  to  lease  the  property  for  12 
years,  renewable  in  three-year  increments. 

As  for  when  neighbors  can  expect  to 
see  the  store  reopen,  “it’s  pretty  much  in 
the  hands  of  the  landlord,”  Diaz  said  in 
late  April.  “That  will  define  when  the 
structural  improvements  begin,  and  then 
we  will  do  our  part  with  the  remodeling.” 

As  reported  in  the  March  Voice,  Dis¬ 
trict  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  abandoned 
his  efforts  to  help  mediate  a  mutually 


BENEFIT  DOG  WASH 

>  at  Whole  Foods  Market 
1275  California  at  Franklin 
Sunday,  May  23  - 12  to  5  p.m. 

>  Now  accepting  applications  for 
Foster  Homes. 

>  Become  a  temporary  Foster  Home. 
Make  a  difference  in  one  dog’s  life. 

RocketDog  Rescue 
415-642-4786 

www.  roc  ketd  og  resc  ue .  o  rg 

RocketDog  Rescue  is  a  501 C3  nonprofit  group 


Real  Food 

Negotiations 

Stalled 

By  Li:  Highleyman 

The  Real  Food  Company  storefront  on 
24th  Street  remains  vacant  as  Fresh 
Organics/Nutraceutical  Corporation,  (he 
Utah-based  parent  company  that  operates 
the  store,  and  property  owners  Jane  and 
Kimball  Allen  continue  to  barter  over 
structural  repairs  to  the  building. 

Contrary  to  what  was  published  in  last 
month’s  Voice  “Rumors  Behind  the 
News”  column.  Fresh  Organics  Market¬ 
ing  Director  Sergio  Diaz  maintains  that 
an  agreement  with  the  Allens  has  not  yet 
been  reached  (see  letter  to  the  editor  from 
Diaz  in  this  issue). 

“Unfortunately,  we  were  very  close  to 
reaching  an  agreement  with  the  landlord, 
but  we  have  had  more  delay  because  they 
want  to  rethink  a  couple  of  things,”  Diaz 
told  the  Voice. 

The  24th  Street  store  was  abruptly 


Developing  or  improving  your  property? 

Tired  of  the  planning  and  building  permit  process? 
When  you  need  answers,  representation,  and  results... 


“ Call  a  planner. 


// 


-Tim  Woloshyn,AICP 


* 


Advance  Land  Use  Consulting 


email:tim@advancelanduse.com  •  phone:  415-648-0581  •  www.advancelanduse.com 


deep  sushi 

sushi  •  robata  •  sake  •  music 

1 740  Church  St.  @  29th  /30th 

dinner  hours:  6  pm  to  11  pm 
reservation:  41 5-970-DEEP  (3337) 
www.deepsushi-sf.com 


agreeable  resolution  among  Nutraceutical, 
ex-employees,  and  concerned  neighbors 
after  the  company  failed  to  accept  his  offer. 

Nearly  100  attendees  at  a  February 
community  meeting  voted  unanimously 
to  ask  the  company  to  give  up  the  24th 
Street  space.  On  Feb.  19,  organizers  sent 
a  letter, to  Nutraceutical  CEO  Frank  W. 
Gay  asking  the  company  to  “leave  our 
neighborhood  and  allow  us  to  proceed 
with  plans  to  initiate  a  grocery  store  that 
is  locally  owned  and  reflective  of  the  val¬ 
ues  of  our  neighborhood.”  The  owners  of 
Bi-Rite  Market  on  1 8th  Street  and  Mikey- 
tom  Market,  formerly  located  on  Church 
Street,  have  both  expressed  interest  in  op¬ 
erating  a  24th  Street  store. 

Last  month,  community  organizers 
called  on  supporters  to  contact  Nutraceu¬ 
tical  executives,  by  phone,  fax,  and  e- 
mail,  on  April  8  to  pressure  the  company 
to  leave  the  neighborhood.  They  also 
urged  people  to  write  to  the  Allens  to  ex¬ 
press  concerns  about  Nutraceutical. 

“We  don’t  regard  ourselves  as  detached 
consumers  standing  passively  by  as 
events  do  or  do  not  unfold  around  us 
while  our  community  suffers  the  conse¬ 
quences,”  read  the  call  to  action  issued  by 
protest  organizers  Peter  Gabel,  Leslie 
Crawford,  and  ex-Real  Food  employee 
Kim  Rohrbach.  “Our  preference  at  this 
point  would  be  to  see  the  company  quit 
its  24th  Street  lease — we  do  not  want  to 
engage  in  a  protracted  struggle  with  a 
company  that  has  created  so  much  con¬ 
flict....  But  we’d  also  like  company 
executives  to  be  aware  that,  should  they 
insist  upon  doing  business  in  our  com¬ 
munity,  we  will  continue  to  hold  them 
ethically  accountable  for  their  actions.” 

Organizers  also  asked  consumers  to 
boycott  Nutraceutical  products,  including 
several  lines  of  vitamins  sold  in  health 
food  stores  (Solaray,  VegLife,  Natural- 
Max,  ActiPet,  and  others). 

Diaz  had  no  comment  on  the  call-in 


campaign.  "We  listen  to  everybody  and 
we  respect  every  opinion,”  he  told  the 
Voice.  "Certainly,  as  soon  as  we  are  able, 
we  will  do  a  formal  response.” 

Meanwhile,  Dufty  sent  a  letter  to  Con¬ 
gresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi  on  April  6  ask¬ 
ing  her  help  in  getting  the  NLRB  to  ren¬ 
der  a  judgment  in  the  ex-employees' case, 
which  the  agency  received  months  ago. 

According  to  Pelosi  staffer  Catherine 
Dodd,  a  staff  member  in  Washington 
spoke  with  NLRB  officer  Olivia  Garcia, 
who  indicated  that  the  agency  would  be 
making  a  decision  “soon,"  but  could  not 
speculate  as  to  exactly  when,  due  to  a 
“significant  backlog.”  Pelosi  sent  a  letter 
to  the  NLRB  urging  the  agency  to  render 
a  decision  within  60  days. 

“I  think  she '  1 1  make  a  difference  in  get¬ 
ting  this  decision,"  Dufty  told  the  Voice. 
“I  think  [the  NLRB)  will  weigh  in  on  the 
side  of  the  employees,  and  that  will  in¬ 
fluence  Nutraceutical’s  behavior  when 
and  if  they  reopen.” 

Dufty  fears  that  the  competing  need  for 
an  anchor  tenant  for  the  24th  Street  com¬ 
mercial  district  and  the  desire  to  see  jus¬ 
tice  for  the  fired  workers  could  ultimately 
“pit  merchants  against  neighbors."  While 
many  former  Real  Food  shoppers  have 
vowed  never  to  return,  others  say  con¬ 
venience  and  the  need  for  a  local  source 
of  high-quality  groceries  will  win  out. 

Although  still  hopeful  that  Nutraceuti¬ 
cal  will  “decide  to  walk  away  and  let  us 
bring  in  someone  else,”  Dufty  does  not 
think  a  company  exit  is  likely.  Failing 
that,  he  hopes  a  quick  NLRB  decision  in 
favor  of  the  employees  will  “help  the 
neighborhood  avoid  a  fight”  over  the 
store’s  reopening.  ■ 


HELP  FEED 

THE  HUNGRY 

Hi 

Martin  de  Porres  House  of  Hospitality 

225  Potrero  Avenue  at  16th  Street 
is  in  need  of  volunteers. 

We  serve  free  food  daily  -  seasoned  with  beauty 
and  loving  kindness  -  to  those  in  need,  and  we 
have  fun  doing  it. 

Weekly  or  monthly,  even  for  a  few  hours 
will  be  a  great  help. 

Please  call  415-552-0240  (9-3  Mon.  -  Sat.) 

Ask  for  Jim  or  Charlie 

bring  ad  for  free  hot  sake  per  party 
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Barbara  Callan  Leslie  de  Brett evillc 


Malcolm  Kaufman 


Rob  Levy 


Paul  Hurley 


Richard  Bastoni 


Neal  Ward 


Tina  Bartlett 


Mike  Fleming 


Mary  Toboni 


Darwin  Tejada 


Lea  Ann  Fleming 


Henry  Jegcr 


John  Casey 


Grazina  Bivins 


Pixie  Coolidge 


Ted  Bartlett 


Roland  Jadryev 


Jean  O’Korn 


Jeffrey  Wahl 


Charlene  Attard 


Sharon  Castle 


SAN  FRANCISCO  MARIN  COUNTY 

2001  Lombard  Street  •  560  Davis  Street  1040  Redwood  Highway.  Mill  Valley 


Deborah  Lopez 


Chris  O’Connor 


Cherry  Cotter 


Cornelia  Y. 
de  Schepper 


PENINSULA 

360  Primrose  Road.  Burlingame 


MCGUIRE 

Kr  vi  l'Ai  tri  Sist  i  10191 


Great  Ideas  Await 


Licensed  Architects,  Engineers,  General  Contractors  and 
Certified  Interior  Designers. 

Document  phase  working  with  San  Francisco  Planning 
and  Building  Departments. 

Construction  management  service  and  project  coordination. 

Professional  kitchen  and  bathroom  fixtures  coordinator. 

Construction  services  from  start  to  finish. 

Quality  custom  cabinetry  for  kitchen,  bath,  home  office 
and  entertainment  systems. 

STOR-X™  Organizing  Systems  for  pantry,  closet  and  garage. 

Interior  Design  and  Home  Furnishings.  Furniture  for  home, 
bath  and  kitchen  fixtures,  color  selection,  wall  treatments 
and  draperies. 


design  solutions 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 

4291  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco 
Phone:  415.648.6561  •  Fax:  415.643.8572 


DESIGN  SOLUTIONS  is  a  full-service  firm 
specializing  in  residential  and  commercial  design. 
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Chattanooga  House 
Has  Long  History 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

for  $681, (XX).  That  October,  Williams 
sent  nearby  residents  a  letter  informing 
them  of  his  plan  to  tear  down  the  small 
house  and  replace  it  with  a  much  larger 
two-unit  building.  He  restated  his  aims 
later,  in  a  meeting  with  about  1 0  residents 
at  the  Edison  School  cafeteria. 

But  when  Williams  applied  for  per¬ 
mission  to  bring  in  the  bulldozers  in  De¬ 
cember  of  that  year,  he  automatically  trig¬ 
gered  a  historical  review  under  the 
California  Environmental  Quality  Act. 
(The  CEQA  statute  has  been  on  the  books 
since  1 970,  but  it  was  only  two  years  ago 
that  the  San  Francisco  Planning  Depart¬ 
ment  began  to  emphasize  the  historical 
aspect  of  the  environmental  review.) 

His  tear-down  request  wound  its  way 
through  the  Planning  Department  and 
eventually  came  to  the  attention  of  plan¬ 
ner  Moses  Corrette,  who,  coincidentally, 
was  already  aware  of  the  Chattanooga 
house. 

“I  used  to  live  right  around  the  comer,” 
Corrette  says.  “I  watched  that  building  go 
on  the  market.” 

Corrette’s  personal  observations  told 
him  that  the  two-story  cottage  was  built 
long  before  the  turn  of  the  19th  century. 
For  one  thing,  the  house  has  a  central  en¬ 
trance  and  hallway,  which  is  typical  of 
homes  dating  from  the  1850s  and  1860s. 
Further,  the  two-story  structure  is  set  back 
15  feet  from  the  street,  and  the  bottom 
floor  sits  well  below  grade — two  clues 
that  it  was  built  before  Chattanooga  Street 
was  graded  in  the  1870s,  according  to 
Corrette. 

Upon  checking  old  land  maps,  Corrette 
discovered  that  a  structure  at  39  Chat¬ 
tanooga  appears  on  an  1869  U.S.  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey  map,  but  not  on  an 
1 857  one.  Corrette  concluded  that  the  cot¬ 
tage  probably  dates  from  the  1 860s  but  it 
could  have  been  built  as  early  as  1858. 

Corrette  says  that  of  the  70,000  build¬ 
ings  standing  in  San  Francisco  today, 
fewer  than  50  go  back  to  the  1 850s  and 
1 860s.  Of  those  oldtimers,  only  about  two 
dozen  are  houses  similar  to  the  Chat¬ 
tanooga  cottage. 

Neighbors  Rally  to  Protect  Cottage 

Corrette’s  conclusions  provided  just  the 
ammunition  the  neighbors  needed  to  fight 
the  demolition  and  reconstruction  plan. 

“This  is  Noe  Valley’s  ‘Little  House  on 
the  Prairie,”’  says  playwright  Charlie 
Varon,  who  has  lived  in  an  apartment 
building  next  door  to  the  cottage  for  10 
years.  “It  seemed  like  a  little  unassuming 
house.  And  then  to  find  out  it  is  as  old  as 
it  is  sort  of  changed  how  I  look  at  the 
neighborhood  and  at  history. 

“It  leads  you  to  imagine  who  was  this 
person  who  built  the  house,”  Varon  con¬ 
tinues.  “[Was  it]  someone  who  wanted 
some  peace,  a  family  who  wanted  some 
fresh  air  and  a  place  to  raise  chickens  and 
goats,  or  someone  for  whom  being  in  the 


RIG  PA 


Offering  weekly  meditation,  meditation 
instruction  and  dharma  study  under  the 
guidance  of  Sogyal  Rinpoche,  author  of 
The  Tibetan  Book  of  Living  and  Dying. 

Special  one-day  workshop  with 
Steven  Goodman  of  CHS  on  May  8. 

For  class  and  workshop  listings  visit  our 
website  at  www.rigpabayarea.org  or  call 

(415)777-0052. 


1  I  1  New  Montgomery  St.  #403 
San  Francisco,  CA  94105 


Neighbors  are  asking  local  preservationists  for  help  in  saving  a  tiny  cottage  at  39  Chattanooga 
Street,  which  may  have  been  built  as  early  as  1858.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


countryside  was  more  important  than 
having  a  fashionable  address?” 

The  home’s  historical  character  also 
resonated  with  nearby  Liberty  Hill  resi¬ 
dent  Megan  Smith,  a  member  of  San 
Francisco’s  Victorian  Alliance. 

“It’s  only  10  years  from  the  Gold  Rush. 
That’s  why  [the  house]  is  worth  saving,” 
says  Smith. 

Smith  and  Varon  set  out  to  rally  local 
activists  to  stop  Williams’  project. 

“Those  plans  were  so  outrageous,” 
says  Varon.  “He  [Williams]  wanted  to 
tear  down  the  house  and  build  a  monster. 
What  he  wanted  to  do  is  not  respectful  to 
one  of  the  oldest  buildings  in  the  city.” 

Owner  Surprised  by 
Building’s  Vintage 

The  builder  says  he  was  stunned  to  learn 
about  the  home’s  historical  heritage. 

“I’ve  worked  in  the  neighborhood  a 
long  time  and  on  a  lot  of  older  buildings,” 
says  Williams,  who’s  been  in  the  con¬ 
struction  industry  for  25  years.  “My  take 
on  it  was,  it  did  seem  old.  but  it  [didn't] 
have  any  obvious  historical  aspects  to  it.” 

But  prodded  by  neighbors  and  City 
Planning,  Williams  dropped  his  demoli¬ 
tion  plans  late  last  year.  He  also  offered 
to  keep  much  of  the  existing  structure  and 
construct  the  new  residences  behind  it. 

Williams’  latest  blueprint  shows  plans 
to  raise  the  cottage  up  to  expose  the 
ground  floor  and  move  the  building  a  few 
feet  closer  to  Chattanooga  Street.  Behind 
the  cottage,  Williams  hopes  to  add  on  a 
two-bedroom,  1,608-square-foot  unit;  a 
three-bedroom,  2,470-square-foot  unit; 
and  a  two-car  garage. 


“There ’d  be  a  2004  house  with  some 
pieces  of  a  building  from  the  1800s.” 

Neighbors  have  raised  their  objections 
with  letters  to  the  Planning  Department 
and  two  petition  drives — one  to  keep  the 
building  from  being  demolished  and  a 
current  one  to  preserve  the  building  in  its 
entirety. 

They  also  have  retained  Sue  Hestor,  a 
preservation  advocate  who  is  one  of  San 
Francisco’s  more  prominent  land-use  at¬ 
torneys. 

“It’s  like  consuming  the  building  into 
a  larger  structure  and  taking  away  its  con¬ 
text,"  Hestor  says  of  Williams’  vision  to 
combine  the  old  and  the  new. 

Ironically,  Williams  says  the  cottage  is 
already  “full  of  contradictions,”  because 
a  1920s  remodel  did  away  with  some  of 
its  Victoriana. 

Williams  says  neither  the  building’s  fa¬ 
cade,  the  front  porch,  nor  most  of  the  win¬ 
dows  are  from  day  one.  “The  siding  is 
original,”  he  says. 

Still,  Williams  says,  “we’ll  preserve  the 


entire  structure."  And  according  to  him. 
the  cottage’s  historical  ambiance  won't  be 
affected  because  his  proposed  new  hous¬ 
ing  will  not  be  visible  to  passersby. 

Latest  Plans  Under  Review 

Over  the  past  year.  Williams  has  met  sev¬ 
eral  times  with  Planning  Department  staff 
to  work  through  their  concerns.  He  says 
his  architect  is  tinkering  with  "the  last  is¬ 
sue  the  department  has  raised,"  about  ex¬ 
its  at  the  rear  of  the  proposed  additions. 

“Once  we  have  that  squared  away,  we 
should  have  a  proposal  which  is  in  line 
with  what  the  Planning  Department 
would  like  to  see,”  says  Williams.  The 
proposal  will  be  submitted  to  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Commission,  which  could  approve 
the  project  if  there  are  no  objections,  or 
hold  public  hearings  if  there  are  protests. 

Neighbors  and  preservationists  have 
made  it  clear  that  they  will  object. 

“We’re  in  a  position  to  say  there  are 
other  values  besides  money;  other  values 
besides  building  the  biggest  project  you 
can  build  to  squeeze  the  most  dollars  out 
of  it,”  says  Varon.  “That’s  not  what  makes 
a  great  neighborhood,  and  that’s  not  what 
makes  a  great  city." 

And  so,  until  the  Planning  Commission 
rules,  the  cottage  sits  on  Chattanooga 
Street — an  antique  relic  that  both  sides 
covet  as  a  modern-day  treasure.  ■ 
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AMES  LOCKSMITH 
~  &  SECURITY  INC. 

4  3977  24th  Street  \ 

0  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service 
Mobile  Service 

&  (415)  282-7919 
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Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  •  Build  •  Maintain 

Quality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley  since  1990 

415  821  3760 


ivww.jmoyerlandscaping.  om 


IANDSCAPF  CONTRACTOR  LICENSE  725050 


PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  21606 


Mix  of  1800s,  1900s,  and... 

The  modified  design,  the  fifth 
Williams  says  he  has  come  up  with,  still 
doesn’t  satisfy  some  neighbors  and 
preservationists.  They  say  they  want  the 
cottage  retained  in  its  current  incarnation. 

Architect  F.  Joseph  Butler  of  the  Little 
House  Committee,  a  citywide  ad  hoc 
group  that  works  to  preserve  architecturally 
important  buildings,  calls  Williams’  plan 
“demolition  by  alteration." 

“At  the  end  of  the  project,  there  would 
no  longer  be  a  house  from  the  1860s  or 
possibly  the  1850s,”  Butler  says. 


Starwood 

Kitchen  Design  and  Fabrication 
Original  Hardwood  Furniture 


Custom  Cabinets 

■  Custom  “builj-ins” 

■  Your  Design  or  Mine 


uality  -  Fast  -  Reliable  415-826-8838 


Quit 

SchweD 

-CONSTRUCTION  M 

smart 

Stop  smoking 

Historic  Restoration 

in  three  sessions. 

Custom  Remodeling 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

(415)  285-2160 

21  years  experience 

Alex  Schwed 

General  Contractor 

Noe  Valley  Office 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

Member: 

415.285.9770 
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Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 

•y  SLJf  * 

kBBB  » 

anxiety,  stress,  depression 

! 

and  communication  issues. 

YOG  aTa  RTS 

>lace  fo  r  your  practice 


a  warm  place 


’f* rom  £)ikram  to  £>/bar*: 
Let  uour  practice  unfold  in  a 
personable  and  sacreo  space,  "f^ody"  classes  in  a 
heated  room  emphasize  alignment  and  discipline, 
"energy"  classes  in  a  warmed  room  have  an  eye  on 
awareness,  and  subtler  "mind"  classes  with  a 
contemplative  bent  open  you  from  inside  out.  /M 
classes  positively  impact  your  body  and  mind 


501  eureka  &  20th 
www.yogaarts.org 
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$21  for  2  weeks! 
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3  FOR  THE 
PRICE  OF  2 


Our  CPI  Bundle 


Cable  TV  Phone 


High-Speed  Internet  Access  FREE  tor  up  to  6  months 


Sign  up  for  any  RCN  Bundle  that  includes  high-speed  Internet,  and  the  Internet  service 
is  FREE  for  up  to  6  months! 


ESSENTIALS*  CPI 

Cable  TV 

•  80  Channels  of  Local  and  Cable  TV 
Unlimited  Phone 

•  1  Phone  Line 

•  Unlimited  Local  Service 
Internet  -  FREE  for  4  months 

•  MegaModem  Mach  3s" 

•  Download  Speeds  up  to  3  Mbps 

•  Unlimited  Internet  Access 


POWER"  CPI 

Cable  TV 

•  CHOOSE  2  Premium  Channels 

•  Subscription  Video  ON-DEMAND 

•  80  Channels  of  Local  and  Cable  TV 

•  34  Digital  Vision  Channels 

•  1  Digital  Converter  Box 

•  45  Channels  of  Digital  Music 

•  Access  to  Impulse*  ON-DEMAND 

•  HDTV  is  optional  with  $5.00  increase  for  HD  box 
Unlimited  Phone 

•  Choose  5  Phone  Features 

•  1  Unlimited  Local  and  Regional  Phone  Line 
Internet  -  FREE  for  6  months 

•  MegaModem  Mach  5* 

•  Download  Speeds  up  to  5  Mbps 

•  Unlimited  Internet  Access 


FREE  Internet  lor  4  months 

$4Q 

“v//month  +  tax 

$9  0/month  thereafter 


FREE  Internet  tor  6 

$95 


/month  +  tax 

$1  33/month  thereafter 


The  delicious  hideaway  you’ve 
been  looking  for 


Dinner  and  Weekend  Brunch 
24th  Street  at  Castro 
285-5598  call  for  hours 


uter  space 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTU 


RE 


PLUS  -  FREE  Installation! 


Call  to  order  anytime! 

1 1.866.820.7355] 


RCN 

The  Live  Wire. 


RCN  bundle  offer  expires  06/30/04  and  is  good  for  first-time  RCN  customers  only.  Special  monthly  promotional  rate  is  good  for  first  4-6  months  of  service  (depending  on  bundle 
offer  selected),  thereafter,  regular  monthly  fees  apply  Not  valid  with  any  other  offers  Free  installation  applies  to  prewired  lacks  In  good  working  condition.  Additional  charges 
apply  to  new  or  moved  phone  jacks  and  may  apply  for  additional  cable  outlets  as  well  as  custom  or  nonstandard  installation  and  repair  wortcAfl  sales  are  subject  to  a  credit 
check  and  may  require  a  pre-payment  of  services  A  converter  is  required  for  all  premium  services  One  converter  included  with  Power  CPI  subscription  Regional  calling  plan 
included  with  Power  CPI  subsenpbon  Regional  calling  areas  apply  LATA  boundanes  may  apply  Caller  10  box  not  included  A  fully  configured  10  base-T  Ethernet  card  must  be 
installed  in  subscriber's  computer  pnor  to  installation  of  the  cable  modem.  A  $50  collateral  fee  may  be  required  to  receive  an  RCN  cable  modem  or  converter  Check  your  Service 
Agreement  and/or  Service  Order  Form  for  additional  terms  and  conditions  or  log  onto  www  rcn.com  No  substitutions  If  a  portion  of  the  package  is  canceled  (by  customer  volun- 
tanly  or  due  to  non-payment),  remaining  service  charges  will  revert  to  a  la  carte  rates  Subject  to  taxes,  franchise  fees  or  other  government-imposed  charges  or  fees.  Other 
restrictions  may  apply  ©2004  RCN  Telecom  Services,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved  SFNW_APR12 
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designing  spaces 
for  outdoor  living 


Jude  Hellewell,  CA  Lie. #4186  ■  Laura  White 

Tel  415.643.1840  ■  www.outerspacela.com 


REAL  ESTATE 

SOLD,  SOLD,  SOLD! 


GREG  CLARK 


Broker,  Attorney,  Contractor  #457061 


Laidley  Street  Home 
SOLD 

Over  Original  Asking  Price 


*  CLARK* 

REALTY  GROUP,  INC. 


(415)  665-5600 

Visit  our  website:  www.SFClarkCo.com 


Home  Makeovers 

Custom  Made 
Curtains 
Pillows 
Slipcovers 

415-341-8442  violeUo@pacbcll.net 
1414  Castro  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


LISA 
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V  SAN  FRANClSCoV^/ 

Home 
Call  for  a  Consultation 


Rearrange 
Recreate 
Revitalize 
Your  Home! 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  2004  1 7 


Oscar  doesn’t  mind  an  occasional  mud  bath,  but  his  guardian,  Rick  Carrington,  is  hoping  the  city  will  find  the  money  to  fix  the  drainage  system  at 
Upper  Douglass  Park  before  next  year’s  rains.  Photo  by  Pomelo  Gerard 


grass,”  reports  Carrington.  Such  heavy 
usage  leaves  the  area  even  swampier  for 
pooches  and  their  people. 

The  good  news  is  that  Douglass  Park 
is  still  a  beautiful  place  for  dogs  to  romp, 
he  says.  The  grass  is  green,  the  trees  are 
gorgeous,  and  it  has  a  secluded,  away- 
from-the-city  feel  that  makes  it  a  pleas¬ 
ant  retreat  for  humans  and  canines  alike. 

Spiffy  Tennis  Court  at  Upper  Noe 

Improvements  abound  at  Upper  Noe 
Recreation  Center,  located  at  30th  and 
Sanchez  streets.  In  April,  crews  were 
hard  at  work  revamping  the  dog  run  and 
installing  a  long,  wheelchair-accessible 
ramp.  Plans  for  the  dog  area  include  ta¬ 
bles  and  chairs  for  the  humans  and  a 
drinking  fountain  for  everyone. 

The  center’s  tennis  courts  are  also 
completed.  “It’s  a  really  good  court — one 
of  the  best  in  the  city,”  says  UNRC  tennis 
instructor  Lou  Maunutau,  one  of  the  park’s 
recreation  directors.  “I’ve  got  about  a  mil¬ 
lion  people  in  my  tennis  classes.”  He’s 
teaching  1 1  tennis  classes  a  week,  five  of 
which  are  for  children.  The  renovations 


are  funded  by  a  March  2000  ballot  meas¬ 
ure,  which  approved  funds  to  upgrade 
parks  throughout  the  city. 

Maunutau  hopes  all  sorts  of  activities 
will  take  place  at  UNRC  this  summer. 
“There’s  a  girls’  and  boys’  basketball 
clinic  in  the  afternoons,”  says  Maunutau. 
“We  have  three  baseball  teams  right  now. 
There  will  definitely  be  basketball  [for 
children  and  adults],  and  the  kids’  gym  is 
open  Monday  through  Saturday.” 

Unfortunately,  the  Tiny  Tots  program 
is  not  available  anymore  because  of 
budget  cuts.  “We  won’t  have  the  staff,”  he 
explains. 


The  budget  squeeze  is  indeed  a  big 
concern.  "We  have  thriving  programs  now, 
and  they  may  have  to  close,”  Maunutau 
says.  “As  of  July  1 ,  the  parks  system  is  in 
critical  trouble.” 

City  officials  say  upgrades  at  Upper 
Noe,  at  least,  are  safe  for  now.  “The  ren¬ 
ovation  will  go  ahead  as  planned.”  says 
Keith  Kawamura,  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  project  director. 

But  it’s  unclear  how  much  the  city’s 
budget  woes  will  affect  the  park’s  pro¬ 
gramming  and  staff. 

To  find  out  more  about  programs  and 
classes  at  Upper  Noe,  call  695-501 1 .  ■ 


HELP  KEEP  THE  ARTS  AT  ALVARADO  SCHOOL! 

Severe  budget  cuts  are  threatening  the  Alvarado  Elementary 
School’s  Model  Arts  Program,  which  provides  music,  dance,  the¬ 
ater,  drawing,  painting,  and  ceramics  education  to  students.  The 
PTA  is  seeking  donations  to  restore  as  much  as  possible.  Please 
help!  Send  a  checlcto  Alvarado  PTA  Arts  Fund,  PTA  Treasurer, 
Alvarado  School,  625  Douglass  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 


No-Nonsense  Real  Estate 


(800)  883-8820  x324 


Cell:  (415)  516-2500 


BayCal 

financial  Corporation 


/S  LISA  >v 

Home  Staging 

House  Makeovers 

(  \/IOLETT(A  ) 

V  V  SAN  FRANCISCOVw/  J 

Color  Consulting 
Interiors 

1414-Castro  Street 

Call  for  a  Consultation! 

San  Francisco,  CA 

415-341-8442 

94114 

Violetto@pacbell.  net 

Ups  and  Downs  for 
Two  Local  Parks 

By  Erin  O' Brian/ 

One  Noe  Valley  park — including  its 
dog  run — undergoes  a  long-antici¬ 
pated  renovation,  while  dog  walkers 
complain  that  another  is  stinky  and 
swampy.  Meanwhile,  staff  at  Upper  Noe 
Recreation  Center  gear  up  for  summer  but 
fear  budget  cuts  could  mean  fewer  recre¬ 
ation  programs. 

Those  are  the  bare-bones  headlines. 
Now  here's  a  little  meat: 

Upper  Douglass  Wet  But  Wild 

On  April  1 4.  the  San  Francisco  Chron¬ 
icle  reported  in  its  “Chronicle  Watch”  col¬ 
umn  that  frequenters  of  the  off-leash  dog 
area  in  Upper  Douglass  Park — at  Dou¬ 
glass  and  27th  streets — described  the 
park  as  a  "swampy,  smelly  mess.” 

According  to  Park  and  Recreation 
spokesperson  Becky  Ballinger,  the  park’s 
irrigation  system  is  scheduled  for  a  re¬ 
vamping,  but  in  late  April  she  was  so 
bogged  down  in  the  city’s  budget  crisis 
she  was  unable  to  tell  the  Voice  if  or  when 
the  project  would  begin. 

In  the  meantime,  park  users  are  trying 
to  navigate  carefully.  “The  area  by  the 
ball  field  is  what  gets  really  swampy,” 
says  Rick  Carrington,  a  former  27th 
Street  resident  who  takes  his  dog,  Oscar, 
to  Douglass  Park.  “And  the  part  closest 
to  the  toilet  turns  into  a  marsh.” 

Douglass  dog  walkers  agree  the  park  is 
worse  in  winter,  but  even  on  a  sunny  day 
the  soil  in  some  areas  is  wet  and  spongy. 

The  dogs,  however,  don’t  seem  to 
mind.  “They  don’t  care  where  you  take 
them  as  long  as  they  get  to  play,”  notes 
Marybeth  Wallace,  a  member  of  the  San 
Francisco  Park  and  Recreation  Depart¬ 
ment’s  Dog  Advisory  Committee  and  for¬ 
mer  president  of  the  Friends  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  “It’s  the  people  who  care.” 

In  Wallace’s  opinion,  the  drainage  prob¬ 
lems  in  the  park  make  the  area  unsuitable 
for  most  other  uses.  “Upper  Douglass 
seems  like  a  good  place  for  a  dog  run  be¬ 
cause  of  its  problems,”  Wallace  says.  “It’s 
not  a  good  place  for  a  ball  field.” 

Or  for  a  rugby  field.  “There  are  people 
who  come  here  to  play  rugby,  which 
would  be  fine  except  the  field  was  so 
muddy  and  they  were  smushing  up  all  the 


^  Education  To  help  local  teachers,  I  donate 
Foundation  $  1 00  of  each  transaction  to  the 
ackmowled4ino  ouTST*NotNG  TtACHERs  Education  Foundation 


Galen  Gruman 

Honesty  ■  Commitment  ■  Service 

Working  For  You 

www.GrumanHomes.com 
email  galen@grumanhomes.com 
office  (415)  647-0996  ■  cell  (415)  867-7389 
office  2241  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA94114 


QS 

Prudential 

California  Realty 


Arlene  Helfand 

Mortgage  Consultant 


•  Low  Rates 

•  Experience 

•  Integrity 

•  Quality  Service 


You  need  someone  to  find  you  the  right  home  or  to  sell  your 
house  for  the  best  price  and  terms.  As  your  Noe  Valley  neighbor, 
that's  what  I  do.  No  games  —  /  work  with  you  directly  and 
honestly  to  get  the 
result  you  need. 


Learn  More 


I  provide  sellers  a 
comparative  analysis 
for  their  home  and  a 
detailed  marketing 
plan.  And  my  Web  site 
hai  many  resources  for 
both  buyers  and  sellers,  at  no  cost  or  obligation: 

9  Unique,  powerful  mortgage  qualification,  calculation,  and 
comparison  tools 

■  Tips,  how-to  guides,  and  resources 

■  Easy  access  to  the  latest  listings 

■  Automated  notification  so  you  are  alerted  instantly  when  an 
appropriate  property  is  available 
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Glen  Park 
NEIGHBORS 


Bird  & 
Beckett 
Books 

&  Records 


M 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


C/3 


C/3 


Serving  San  Francisco’s 
buyers  and  sellers 
since  1984 

Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

415.550.1302  x215 
BethKershaw@aol.com 


vl  V 

glen  park  dental 

Dan  Gustavson,  DDS 

415-585-1500  tel 
415-585-1567  fax 

2790  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

www.glenparkdental.com 


'  Chenery  Park 


restaurant 


Cf*  KsdJ 


Hey  Kids  bring  Alan  and  Dad  to 
Chenery  Park  Restaurant  on 
Tuesday  Nights  For  Fanify  Night! 

Join  the  CP  Kids  CFub 
CoFFect  the  Stars  for  free  stuff! 

When  ?  Where? 

Tuesday  Cfoenenj  Parfc 

683  Chenery  Street  in  GFen  Parh  415-337-8537 

* 

reservations  and  highchair  request  recommended 
www.chenerypark.com 


# 


M 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761 

685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


_ 


SHANTA 


DESIGN  |  BUILD 

Since  1974,  specialists  in  high 
quality  residential  remodeling 

•  Kitchen  and  bathroom  renovations 

•  Home  additions — vertical  &  horizontal 

•  Major  structural  improvements 

•  Restoration  of  fine  period  homes 

•  Leak  diagnosis  and  repair 


415.821.4091 


license  442870  B 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  94114 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue_green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


PALM  SPRINGS? 

Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


NEED  TO  GET  ORGANIZED? 


Book  4  Hours  -  Get  1  Free 

Guaranteed  Results! 

MENTION  THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


415.695.0555 

TheSlmpleOoonizer  com 


j  niT'PT  Notional  Association  of 

j  U1  ^alULCl  Professional  Organize* 
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Our  Roaring 
Real  Estate  Market 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

There  was  nothing  lamb-like  about  the 
start  of  Noe  Valley’s  spring  home¬ 
buying  season. 

Noe  Valley  home  shoppers  in  March 
closed  escrow  on  2 1  single-family  homes 
and  condominiums. 

That  number  was  50  percent  higher 
than  the  14  homes  and  condos  sold  in 
March  of  last  year,  and  75  percent  above 
this  February's  12  sales,  according  to 
sales  data  provided  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice  by  Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

March  buyers  picked  up  front  door 
keys  for  12  single-family  homes,  seven  of 
which  cost  more  than  $1  million.  Those 
luxurious  digs  pushed  the  average  price 
of  a  detached  Noe  Valley  home  in  March 
to  more  than  $1.1  million. 

Buyers  paid  nearly  $  1 .5  million  for  the 
most  expensive  home — a  three-bedroom, 
3 '/2-bath  property  in  the  4200  block  of 
Cesar  Chavez  Street.  The  second  costli¬ 
est  purchase,  at  nearly  $1.4  million,  was 
a  four-bedroom,  2 '/2-bath  home  in  the 
1200  block  of  Dolores  Street. 

Nine  condos  also  changed  hands  in 
March.  A  three-bedroom,  two-bath  unit  in 
the  1100  block  of  Church  Street  took  top 
honors,  selling  for  almost  $1  million. 

Despite  Noe  Valley’s  gilded  prices,  it's 
still  possible  to  buy  a  home  without  rob¬ 
bing  a  bank.  A  one-bedroom,  one-bath 
condo  on  Grand  View  Avenue  set  the 
buyers  back  a  mere  $323,000. 


Generally,  the  home-buying  season 
awakens  in  late  spring  and  builds  mo¬ 
mentum  during  the  summer.  But  this 


jump  from  the  first  quarter  of  last  year. 

The  increase  was  relatively  small  for 
renters  looking  for  studios.  The  average 
price  was  $  1 ,080,  a  2  percent  ($22)  rise 
from  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  for  two-  and  three-bedroom 
units  fell,  however,  continuing  a  general 
trend  that  started  when  the  dot-com  bub¬ 
ble  burst  three  years  ago. 

But  the  declines  were  modest — falling 
1  percent  ($24)  for  two-bedroom  rentals 
and  1.6  percent  ($45)  for  three-bedroom 
apartments.  ■ 


Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 


year’s  sales  began  early  and  with  a  roar. 

Low 

High 

Average 

Avg.  Days 

Sale  Price  As 

“It’s  a  booming  market,”  says  Randall 
Kostick,  who  manages  Zephyr’s  24th 
Street  office. 

Total  Sales 

Price  (S) 

Price  (S) 

Price  (S) 

on  Market 

%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

What’s  all  the  rush?  Kostick  points  to 

Mar.  2004 

12 

$828,000 

$1,464,000 

$1,120,667 

23 

108% 

two  factors:  current  mortgage  interest 

Feb.  2004 

6 

$929,000 

$1,200,000 

$1,051,667 

38 

110% 

rates  are  still  relatively  low,  and  there  has 
been  a  significant  increase  in  the  number 

Mar.  2003 

10 

$597,100 

$902,000 

$769,510 

22 

105% 

of  homes  for  sale  in  the  neighborhood. 

Condominiums 

“More  inventory  means  more  sales — and 
we  have  plenty  of  buyers,”  says  Kostick. 

Mar.  2004 

9 

$323,000 

$997,000 

$679,778 

24 

23 

111%. 

1 1 1  % 

Feb.  2004 

6 

$650,000 

$1,086,000 

$842,333 

Rents  Go  Up  for  One-Bedrooms 

Mar.  2003 

4 

$427,000 

$770,000 

$520,500 

63 

104% 

Meanwhile,  apartment  hunters  are 

2  to  4  unit  buildinas 

finding  slightly  fewer  bargains  in  Noe 
Valley  this  year.  They  paid  more  to  rent 

Mar.  2004 

5 

$810,000 

$1,550,000 

$1,136,200 

31 

101% 

studios  and  one-bedroom  units  during  the 

Feb.  2004 

3  $1,200,000 

$1,608,000 

$1,450,000 

73 

102% 

first  months  of  this  year  than  they  did  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  period  in  2003. 

Mar.  2003 

4 

$845,000 

$1,400,000 

$1,067,959 

78 

96% 

Landlords  charged  new  tenants  an  av- 

5-1-  unit  buildings 

erage  $1,587  for  a  one-bedroom  apart- 

Mar.  2004 

0 

_ 

_ 

ment  during  the  first  three  months  of  the 
year,  according  to  Rent  Tech,  an  apartment 

Feb.  2004 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

listing  service.  That’s  a  6  percent  ($90) 

Mar.  2003 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Data  is  supplied  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  by  Zephyr  Real  Estate  I wvi  w.zephyr-re.com)  and  is  based  on  all  Noe 
Valley  home  sales  recorded  during  the  month.  “Noe  Valley"  for  the  purposes  of  this  survey  is  the  area  bordered 
by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  nwsw 


, 

Noe  Valley  Rents* 

Apartment  Size 

Average  Rents 
(Jan.-March  2004) 

Average  Rents  a  Year  Ago 
(Jan.-March  2003) 

%  Increase  (+) 
or  Decrease  (-) 

Studio 

$  1,080 /mo. 

$  1,058 /mo. 

+  2.0% 

1  bedroom 

1,587 /mo. 

1,497  /  mo. 

+  6.0% 

2  bedrooms 

2,121  /  mo. 

2,145  /  mo. 

-1.0% 

3  or  more  bedrooms 

2,683 /mo. 

2,728 /mo. 

-1.6% 

•Source:  Rent  Tech,  Inc.  ( www.renttech.com). 
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NOE  VALLEY 

Make  it  Yours 


Call  Dan  Gregg  415.229.1219 

Noe  Valley  Resident  for  30  years 


Whether  it’s  residential  homes,  new  construction, 
investment  property  or  a  live/work  loft,  we  can 
help  you. 


Shany  Suzanne  Dan 


I  work  with  Suzanne 
Gregg,  and  we  are 
at  your  service  for 
all  your  real  estate 
needs. 

Please  call  or  visit 
our  website  to  find 
out  more. 

www.lnvestSF.com 


ATRI 


COLDUfGLL 
BANK.GR  □ 
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its  all  about  you 

we  hear  we  listen  we  perform 


Bring  in  this  ad 
$15  off  initial  color 
$10  off  haircut 
10%  off  selected 
apparel! 

May  riot  use  on  sale  items  or  combine 
with  any  other  offer. 

Offer  good  until  May  31, 2004 


for 


Hair  Salon 
&  Boutique 

1478  A  Church 
at  27th  Street 

415. 

643.4405 


body  •  bath  •  hair  •  make  up  •  apparel  •  lingerie  •  jewelry  •  hosiery  •  shoes 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb's  Fine  Funds 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


Replacing  your  tired  old 
windows  with  our  new 
double-paned  windows 
will: 

•  Reduce  Noise,  Drafts  and 
Condensation 

•  Improve  the  Energy  Efficiency 
of  your  home 

•  Improve  the  Appearance  of 
your  home,  and... 

MAKE  YOUR  HOME  MORE 
COMFORTABLE! 


Throughout  the  month  of  May 
FREE  SELF-CLEANING 
GLASS 

OR  10%  OFF! 


Call  415.824.6010 


Family  Owned  for  20  Years 


A 


Preservation 

Architecture 

I 

Expert  Project 
Guidance 

I 

Neighbor-Sensitive 

Alterations 

I 

415.391.9633 


www.garavagiia.com  Design  within  context  of  our  community 


T 


Qot 

Ongoing  Wedding  Ceremony 

classes  help  you  create  or  find 
the  right  words  for  a  personal, 
memorable  wedding  ceremony. 

Classes  include  planning  materials 
and  Sample  Ceremonies. 

Noe  Valley. 

Call  for  schedule  and  information. 

Angel  Stork ,  415-285-2571 

angelstork@yahoo.com 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 

Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espafiol 


Visit  The  Noe  Valley  — 
Sally  Brunn  Library 

451  Jersey  Street  at  Castro 
415-695-5095 


HOUSE  HISTORIES 

LEARN  THE  SECRET  STORY  OF  YOUR  HOME 


NOE’S  BAR 


Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


Welcome  the  GIANTS  to  their  new  season! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


PAXTON  GATE 

Exceptional  Gardens 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 


In  addition  to  irrigation,  lighting  and  maintenance, 
we  specialize  in  stonework  (fountains,  paths,  ponds, 
and  walls),  fine  construction  (fencing,  trellises, 
decks,  retaining  walls,  and  furniture),  unique  plant 
selection,  and  most  of  all,  making  creative  use  of 
small  spaces. 

Visit  our  showroom  and  retail 
store  at  824  Val  encia  St.,  log 
on  to  paxton-gcte.com,  or  call 

415-824-1872. 

Mention  this  ad  for  a  free  consultation. 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beat  is  a  roundup  of  crimes  and 
other  police  incidents  in  Noe  Valley, 
the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  21st, 
Fair  Oaks,  and  20th  streets.  The  follow¬ 
ing  crime  summaries  were  culled  from  in¬ 
cident  reports  filed  at  Mission  and  Ingle- 
side  police  stations  during  March  2004. 

Burglary:  Between  1:15  and  1:30 
a.m.,  Tuesday,  March  2;  a  bagel  shop 
in  the  3900  block  of  24th  Street 

The  owner  of  a  local  eatery  reported 
that  his  business’s  alarm  was  activated  in 
the  early  hours  of  March  2.  Police  found 
the  back  door  open  and  the  door  handle 
damaged,  but  the  business  was  not  ran¬ 
sacked  and  nothing  appeared  to  be  stolen. 

Battery:  8:05  a.m.,  Wednesday, 

March  3;  30th  and  Church  streets 

A  woman  reported  to  police  that  a  man 
walking  towards  her  on  30th  Street 
reached  out  and  hit  her  on  the  head.  The 
woman  continued  walking,  then  looked 
back  at  the  suspect,  who  said,  “Don’t 
make  me  do  it  again.” 

The  suspect  then  sat  on  a  nearby  bench. 
He  was  still  there  when  police  arrived  on 
the  scene;  the  man  was  cited  and  released. 
The  victim  reported  that  the  suspect  was 
unknown  to  her. 

Attempted  Burglary:  10:23  p.m., 
Thursday,  March  4;  a  sporting  goods 
store  in  the  3800  block  of  24th  Street 

Police  responded  to  an  alert  that  an 
alarm  had  gone  off  at  a  sporting  goods 
store  on  24th  Street.  When  they  arrived 
on  the  scene,  police  investigated  the 
building  and  found  that  the  back  door  and 
lock  were  damaged  but  the  door  remained 
secure.  The  owner  of  the  business  arrived 
and  opened  the  door.  Nothing  inside  was 
damaged  or  stolen. 

Malicious  Mischief:  2  a.m.,  Friday, 
March  5;  1500  block  of  Dolores  Street 

A  man  reported  that  his  living  room 
window  was  broken  while  he  was  out  of 


town.  His  neighbor  witnessed  a  person 
who  looked  like  the  victim's  former 
boyfriend  kicking  the  front  gate  and 
throwing  an  unknown  item,  but  the  vic¬ 
tim  had  no  suspect  information. 

Burglary:  Between  10  p.m.,  Friday, 
March  5,  and  9:47  a.m.,  Saturday, 
March  6;  a  nail  salon  in  the  3800 
block  of  24th  Street 

The  owner  of  a  nail  salon  reported  that 
an  unknown  suspect  broke  into  the  salon 
and  stole  approximately  $100  in  cash. 
The  burglar  also  damaged  a  closet  door 
and  a  window  that  leads  to  a  back  yard. 
The  suspect  apparently  entered  and  exited 
through  the  damaged  window. 

Stripped  Vehicle:  Between  10  p.m., 
Sunday,  March  7,  and  8:55  a.m., 
Monday,  March  8;  corner  of  Noe  and 
Day  streets 

An  unknown  suspect  stripped  a  red 
2000  Acura  Integra  that  was  parked  near 
the  intersection  of  Noe  and  Day  streets. 
The  suspect  removed  the  car’s  tire  rims, 
interior  door  panels,  front  bumper,  ceil¬ 
ing,  passenger  seat,  dashboard,  and 
change  drawer,  and  stole  miscellaneous 
items  including  a  sub-woofer. 

Theft:  Between  12:30  p.m.,  Sunday, 
March  7,  and  4  a.m.,  Sunday,  March 
21;  a  bakery  in  the  4000  block  of  24th 
Street 

The  owner  of  a  bakery  on  24th  Street 
reported  that  an  employee  had  stolen  cash, 
checks,  and  credit  cards  from  other  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  business  and  had  appar¬ 
ently  used  at  least  one  stolen  credit  card 
at  a  drugstore  on  Castro  Street. 

Police  retrieved  the  surveillance  video 
from  the  drugstore  and  are  investigating 
the  charges. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  2  a.m.,  Monday, 
March  8;  1400  block  of  Sanchez  Street 

A  man  reported  his  black,  four-door 
1997  Toyota  Camry  stolen  in  the  early 
hours  of  March  8.  The  car  bears  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia  license  plate  4NFJ194. 

Burglary:  Between  10:30  p.m.,  Mon¬ 
day,  March  8,  and  2:29  a.m.,  TUesday, 
March  9;  bookstore  in  the  3800  block 
of  24th  Street 

An  unknown  person  broke  into  a  24th 
Street  bookstore,  stealing  hundreds  of 
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Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 
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Noe  Valley  Jewelry 

Grand  Opening  Sale 
20%  Off  All  Merchandise 

3961  24th  Street  •  Downstairs 
41 5-206-0704 

Closed  Wednesdays 

Gilbertina  Guarini,  a  local  Noe  Valley  artist,  has  long 
wanted  to  feature  her  designs  on  24th  Street. 

Her  jewelry  store  in  North  Beach  has  been  a  continual 
SanFrancisco  favorite. 


dollars  from  the  change  and  deposit 
boxes.  The  burglar  apparently  gained  en¬ 
try  by  breaking  a  window  near  the  front 
door  and  unlocking  the  door. 

Burglary:  Between  1  p.m.,  Wednes¬ 
day,  March  10,  and  8  a.m.,  Thursday, 
March  12;  1500  block  of  Dolores  Street 

A  man  told  police  he  believes  his  ex¬ 
boyfriend  entered  his  residence  the  after¬ 
noon  of  Wednesday,  March  10,  stealing 
keys  and  jewelry  and  tampering  with  the 
telephone  line.  A  neighbor  reported  that 
he  saw  the  ex-boyfriend  in  the  victim’s 
garage  that  afternoon.  The  victim  be¬ 
lieves  his  computer  is  being  monitored 
and  someone  in  a  white  van  parked  out¬ 
side  his  home  is  conducting  surveillance 
on  his  residence.  There  were  no  signs  of 
forced  entry  to  the  residence. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  11  p.m., 
Thursday,  March  11,  and  1  p.m., 
Wednesday,  March  12;  3900  block  of 
26th  Street 

A  26th  Street  resident  reported  her  dark 
blue  1994  Saturn  SL2  stolen.  The  car  bears 
the  California  license  plate  4FQX962. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  midnight 
and  9:30  a.m.,  Sunday,  March  14;  800 
block  of  Elizabeth 

A  resident  of  Elizabeth  Street  reported 
a  black,  two-door  2002  Honda  Civic  SI 
stolen.  The  car  bears  the  California  li¬ 
cense  plate  4ZAG762. 

Burglary:  Between  9  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
March  16,  and  7:45  a.m.,  Wednesday, 
March  17;  100  block  of  Chattanooga 
Street 

The  foreman  of  a  construction  project 
on  Chattanooga  Street  reported  a  number 
of  items  stolen  the  night  of  March  16.  An 
unknown  suspect  stole  tools,  including 
saws,  a  nail  gun,  and  a  floor  belt  sander. 


Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  8  p.m., 
Wednesday,  March  17  and  noon,  Sat¬ 
urday,  March  20;  corner  of  Diamond 
and  23rd  streets 

A  23rd  Street  resident  reported  his 
white  1994  Saturn  stolen.  The  vehicle  has 
a  missing  right  side  mirror  and  bears  the 
California  license  plate  4KJS325. 

Theft:  Between  4:30  a.m.  and  5  p.m., 
Thursday,  March  18;  a  bakery  in  the 
4000  block  of  24th  Street 

An  employee  of  a  local  bakery  re¬ 
ported  that  his  debit  card  was  stolen  from 
his  locker  and  used  unlawfully  while  he 
was  working.  The  man  did  not  notice  his 
debit  card  missing  until  he  got  home  from 
work.  He  accused  a  coworker  of  the  theft. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  8:30  p.m., 
Saturday,  March  20,  and  9  a.m.,  Sun¬ 
day,  March  21;  300  block  of  27th  Street 

A  yellow  2002  Honda  two-door  con¬ 
vertible  was  stolen  from  27th  Street.  The 
car  bears  the  California  license  plate 
4WRD972. 

Burglary:  Between  1  p.m.,  Sunday, 
March  21,  and  10:30  a.m.,  Tuesday, 
March  23;  1400  block  of  Castro  Street 

The  owner  of  an  apartment  building  on 
Castro  Street  reported  that  someone  had 
broken  into  a  storage  room  and  stolen 
numerous  tools.  The  missing  items  in¬ 
cluded  locks,  a  drill,  a  saw,  an  air  com¬ 
pressor,  and  a  nail  gun. 

Attempted  Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between 
3:30  and  8:30  p.m.,  Sunday,  March 
21;  600  block  of  28th  Street 

A  28th  Street  resident  reported  that  an 
unknown  suspect  attempted  to  steal  her 
gray  two-door  1989  Mazda  323  from  the 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  23 


DAILY  YOGA  CLASSES 


•  daily  yoga  classes  • 
iyengar  •  astanga  •  prenatal 
mom  &  baby  •  introduction  to  yoga 
•  community  class  (special  rates)  • 


open  door 

YOG  ' 


1500  CASTRO  STREET.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94114 
415-824-5657 

www . opendooryoga . com 

CALL  OR  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  FOR  A  COMPLETE  SCHEDULE 
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Castro  Computer  Services 

http://\\A\'\v.ciistrocomputt;  rservices.com 


ON-SITE/IN-SHOP 

NETWORKING 

VIRUS  REMOVAL 

MAINTENANCE/UPGRADES 

SECUWTY/OPTTMIZATION 

DATA  BACKUP/ RECOVERY 

CUSTOM  COMPUTERS 


Located  at  1320  Castro  Street  Certified 

between  24th  and  Jersey  Street  '  Professional  |\  |  y  (j 

L\  JLjfSfiKs*. 

1  |  V  UmV  VVlU  Sat-Sun  9:00am -StOOpm 


CP 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-bodv-spirir  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 

•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/ Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions/Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerns/ Choices 

•  Personal  Growth/Spiritual  Issues 


1782  Cm, kcii  Sr.,  San  Francisco*  415.648.2644  •  www.ais4U)u/u)i  nshjni. 


mass 


REGISTER  NOW  RUBY’S 

CLASSES 
AVAILABLE 


.f./i 

CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 


WWW.  RUBY$CLAY$TU  DIO.ORG 

0 

PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


SERVING  NOE  VALLEY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 


The  Permanent  Approach  to  Weight  Management 


1300  Sanchez  St. 
at  26th  St. 

www.liteforlife.com 


"We  specialize  in 
Putting  Life  Back 
Into  Balance" 


Private  Counseling  Available 
Safe  •  Affordable  •  Personalized 
Fresh  Food  Delivered  Daily  •  Successful  Maintenance  Program 


Call  Today  for  a  FREE  Consultation 

415.641.4489 


171  Lily  Street 
San  Francisco, 
CA  94102 
Lie. #546094 


Spark  Construction 

Full  Service  Since  1987 

•  Remodels  and  Additions  •  Garage  Conversions  •  Design  Services 

•  Foundations  /  Seismic  •  Insurance  Work  •  Kitchens  and  Baths 

•  Restorations  and  Dry  Rot  *  Decks  •  Excellent  References 

Call  for  a  consultation  today!  415-503-0055 


www.sparkconstruction.com 


ArtExplosion 


v 


Artist 

5tfrrtina  frt  $14'?/ men 

High  ceilings,  natural  light,  color  balanced  lighting, 
freight  elevator,  hardwood  floors,  views,  DSL, 
b&w  darkroom,  Spring  &  Fall  Open  Studios 
gallery  space  -  all  in  a  great  artist  community! 


1  -877-ART-EXPL 

Rental  offices  open: 
Saturday  11:00  am  -  2:00  pm 
or  by  appointment 


■  V 


1 


2  San  Francisco  Locations: 
2425 17th  St  at  Potrero 
744  Alabama  at  19th 


www.theartexplosion.com 


joru 


O'  Greenberg's  Pub 


Celebrating  our  22nd  year  as  " The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


Featuring 
Direct  TV 
on  six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


See  all  NFL 
Games 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  comer  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  21 

street  in  front  of  her  house.  The  ignition 
was  damaged,  but  the  car  was  apparently 
in  drivable  condition. 

Burglary:  Between  11:20  a.m.  and 
9:15  p.m.;  300  block  of  Hill  Street 

A  man  reported  that  an  unknown  sus¬ 
pect  broke  into  his  apartment  and  stole  his 
passport  and  PlayStation  2  equipment. 
His  closet  door  was  open,  but  nothing  was 
missing  from  it,  he  reported.  The  victim’s 
neighbor  told  police  that  a  stranger  had 
been  wandering  the  building  claiming  to 
look  for  a  music  producer  who  lived 
there;  the  stranger  ran  away  when  con¬ 
fronted  by  the  neighbor. 

Burglary:  Between  4  and  10  p.m., 
Sunday,  March  21;  300  block  of  Hill 
Street 

A  resident  of  Hill  Street  reported  that 
an  unknown  person  had  entered  her  apart¬ 
ment  and  stolen  a  messenger  bag,  empty¬ 
ing  the  bag’s  contents  onto  her  living 
room' floor.  Nothing  else  was  taken.  Po¬ 
lice  could  not  determine  how  the  suspect 
broke  into  the  apartment,  since  there  were 
no  signs  of  forced  entry  and  the  door  was 
locked  at  the  time  of  the  burglary. 


HOW  TO  CONTACT  THE  SFPD 

Noe  Valley  residents  and  merchants 
are  invited  to  attend  police-com¬ 
munity  meetings  held  monthly  in  the 
Mission  and  Ingleside  police  districts. 
The  next  meeting  at  Mission  Station 
will  be  Tuesday,  May  25,  6  p.m.,  at  630 
Valencia  Street,  near  17th.  The  next 
Ingleside  meeting  will  be  Tuesday, 

May  18,  7  p.m.,  at  Ingleside  Station,  1 
Sgt.  John  Young  Lane,  off  the  2000 
block  of  San  Jose  Avenue. 

Meanwhile,  those  who  live  or  work 
north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street  may 
report  recurring  problems  by  phoning 
Mission  Station  at  558-5400  or  e-mail- 
ing  SFPDMissionStation@ci.sf.ca.us. 
(To  report  anonymously  on  drugs, 
gangs,  or  other  crimes,  call  the  non- 
traceable  hotline  at  558-5452.) 

Residents  and  merchants  in  “outer” 
Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez — 
may  contact  Ingleside  Station  by  call¬ 
ing  404-4000  or  e-mailing 
SFPDInglesideStation@ci.sf.ca.us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
911.  (Cell  phone  users,  dial  553-8090.) 

|  To  talk  to  San  Francisco  police  about  a 
non-emergency  situation,  call  553-0123. 


Con  Artists  Posing  As  City  Workers 

According  to  Mission  Police  Officer  Lorraine  Lombardo,  who  keeps  an  eye 
on  crime  in  Noe  Valley,  thieves  have  found  a  new  way  to  trick  unsus¬ 
pecting  residents.  One  flimflam  man  recently  stole  $2,100  from  a  71-year-old 
Castro  Street  resident  after  pretending  to  be  an  employee  of  the  San  Francisco 
Water  Department. 

Lombardo  says  the  scammers,  who  are  operating  throughout  San  Francisco, 
find  their  victims  by  scoping  them  out  at  a  local  grocery  store  and  following 
them  home.  “Then  they’ll  go  to  the  door  and  knock  and  say,  ‘Hi,  I’m  from  the 
Water  Department,  and  I  got  a  call  about  a  problem — I  need  to  check  a  pipe,”’ 
explains  Lombardo.  “[The  thief]  gets  in  and  gets  [the  victim)  involved.”  For 
example,  the  con  artist  may  ask  his  victim  to  stay  next  to  a  certain  pipe  while 
he  checks  the  water  pressure.  “He  gets  them  distracted  and  has  them  in  one  po¬ 
sition,  so  it  frees  him  to  go  start  stealing  stuff.”  The  thief  may  be  so  convinc¬ 
ing  that  the  victim  doesn’t  notice  anything  missing  for  several  days. 

Lombardo  advises  residents  to  spread  the  word  among  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bors.  Also,  be  sure  to  get  a  valid  ID  from  anyone  who  wants  entry  to  your  home. 
“There’s  a  lot  of  preying  on  the  elderly,”  she  notes.  “Watch  out  for  each  other. 
If  you  notice  somebody  following  you  or  acting  suspicious,  you  can  always 
call  the  police.” 

If  you  think  you’ve  been  a  victim  of  a  con  artist,  please  notify  the  police  at 
one  of  the  contact  numbers  listed  below.  “People  need  to  report  it  so  that  we 
know  and  we  can  get  them,”  says  Lombardo.  — Erin  O'Briant 


Burglary  and  Unlawful  Entry:  10:30 
a.m.,  Tuesday,  March  23;  1400  block 
of  Castro  Street 

A  man  presenting  himself  as  an  em¬ 
ployee  of  the  San  Francisco  Water  Depart¬ 
ment  stole  $2,100  in  cash  from  a  resident 
of  Castro  Street.  According  to  the  victim, 
the  suspect  came  to  his  door  and  said  he 
needed  to  check  the  victim’s  water  pres¬ 
sure.  He  instructed  the  victim  to  stay  in 
the  bathroom  to  monitor  the  water  pres¬ 
sure  while  the  suspect  ran  the  water  in  the 
kitchen.  Upon  learning  later  that  the  base¬ 
ment  of  the  building  had  also  been  bur¬ 
glarized,  the  victim  became  suspicious 
and  discovered  his  money  missing. 

Burglary:  Between  11:30  a.m.  and 
3:45  p.m.,  Tuesday,  March  23;  4300 
block  of  20th  Street 

A  man  reported  that  a  paint  sprayer, 
which  he  valued  at  $1,000,  had  been, 
stolen  from  his  garage.  No  damage  was 
done  to  the  garage,  which  can  only  be  en¬ 
tered  by  typing  a  code  on  a  keypad.  The 
victim  suspects  one  of  the  contractors 
who  had  worked  on  his  house  recently. 

Burglary:  Between  10  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
March  23,  and  6  a.m.,  Wednesday, 
March  24;  400  block  of  27th  Street 

The  owner  of  a  house  on  27th  Street, 
who  was  picking  up  mail  for  his  tenants 
while  they  were  on  vacation,  reported  that 
an  unknown  person  attempted  to  gain  en¬ 
try  into  the  house’s  garage.  The  glass 
pane  to  the  garage  was  damaged,  as  were 
the  door  and  lock.  Nothing  was  stolen  and 
no  suspect  has  been  found. 


Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  10  p.m., 
Wednesday,  March  24,  and  2:30  p.m., 
Thursday,  March  25;  3700  block  of 
25th  Street 

Someone  stole  a  black  1993  Saturn 
SL2  from  the  3700  block  of  25th  Street. 
The  vehicle  has  a  cracked  windshield  and 
bears  the  California  license  plate 
3CKJ209. 

Burglary:  Between  5  p.m.,  Friday, 
March  26,  and  7:30  a.m.,  Monday, 
March  29;  1500  block  of  Sanchez 
Street 

The  owner  of  a  construction  company 
that  was  remodeling  a  house  on  Sanchez 
Street  reported  that  his  table  saw  was 
missing  and  someone  had  broken  into  his 
toolbox.  The  man  said  he  had  locked  up 
the  job  site  when  he  left  the  previous  Fri¬ 
day  afternoon  and  had  not  discovered  the 
theft  until  Monday  morning.  Police  were 
unable  to  determine  how  the  suspect  en¬ 
tered  the  building. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  6  p.m.,  Fri¬ 
day,  March  26,  and  11  a.m.,  Sunday, 
March  28;  1200  block  of  Noe  Street 

A  silver  1989  Toyota  4-Runner  with  a 
removable  black  top  was  stolen  from  the 
1200  block  of  Noe  Street.  The  vehicle 
bears  the  California  license  plate 
2LRV826. 


Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  10  p.m., 
Saturday,  March  27,  and  6  p.m., 
Tuesday,  March  30;  corner  of  Chat¬ 
tanooga  and  21st  streets 

A  Dolores  Street  resident  reported  that 
someone  had  stolen  his  brown  1 982  Toy¬ 
ota  Land  Cruiser.  The  car  has  a  damaged 
driver’s-side  door  and  bears  the  Califor¬ 
nia  license  plate  ST52100. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  11  p.m., 
Sunday,  March  28,  and  8:30  a.m., 
Monday,  March  29;  1500  block  of 
Noe  Street 

A  black  1988  Mazda  323  GTX  with 
rear  spoilers  and  rear  tinted  windows  was 
stolen  from  Noe  Street.  The  car  bears  the 
California  license  plate  2MER303. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  9:30  and  11 
a.m.,  Sunday,  March  28;  3800  block 
of  20th  Street 

A  silver  four-door  2002  BMW  523i 
was  stolen  from  20th  Street  near  Dolores. 
The  car  bears  the  California  license  plate 
4DZZ921. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  4:30  and 
11:30  p.m.,  Monday,  March  29;  1600 
block  of  Noe  Street 

A  resident  of  Noe  Street  reported  a  gray 
1 990  Toyota  Camry  stolen  on  the  evening 
of  March  29.  The  car  bears  the  California 
license  plate  4WWR040. 

Burglary:  Between  9  a.m.  and  5:30 
p.m.,  Wednesday,  March  31;  400 
block  of  Duncan  Street 

A  resident  of  Duncan  Street  reported 
that  he  came  home  from  work  to  find  that 
his  door  had  nearly  been  kicked  open, 
damaging  the  door  frame  and  jamb.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  officer  who  responded,  the 
lock  appeared  to  have  been  forced.  The 
victim  told  police  he  suspected  his  neigh¬ 
bor,  with  whom  he  had  had  an  altercation 
that  morning. 

The  Voice  thanks  Mission  Police  Officer 
Lorraine  Lombardo  and  Ingleside  Police 
Officer  Mike  Smith  for  providing  the  in¬ 
cident  reports  for  this  month's  Police 
Beat.  The  reports  were  summarized  by 
Erin  O'Briant. 


SELF-EMPLOYED 

SMALL  BUSINESS  OWNERS  and  INDIVIDUALS 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 


(Aft  LA  TAZA 

DINNER 

CONTEMPORARY  LATINO  FLAVORS 
COMPLIMENTARY  SANGRIA  WITH  DINNER 
THURSDAY  -  SUNDAY  5:30  -  10  PM 

BREAKFAST  &  LUNCH 

7:30  AM  -  3  PM 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

2475  Mission  Street  at  21st 
(415)  824-7717 


OUR  GROUP  SIZE  OF  OVER  230,000  MEANS 
WE  CAN  OFFER  YOU: 

•  Affordable  Rates 

•  Coverage  for  Any  Doctor  or  Hospital  Worldwide* 

•  Returns  Your  Premiums  (Minus  Claims) 

•Vision  and  Dental  Plans 

•  Life  and  Disability 

•  Rated  A-  (Excellent)  by  A.M.  Best** 


Endorsed  by  the 
National  Association 
For  the  Self-Employed 


" Finally ! 

Health  Insurance 
I  can  afford!" 


Susan  Bloch  -  Lie.  #0E07696 

415.282.0218 

Association  Group  Insurance  plans  are  underwritten  by  The  MEGA  Life  and  Health  Insurance  Company. 

Home  Office:  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma.  'First  30  days  of  travel  outside  of  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  "Independent 
analysts  who  evaluate  and  rate  insurance  companies.  Ratings  are  reviewed  and  affirmed  annually.  This  rating  is 
the  highest  of  15  ratings. 
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Therapeutic  Massage 

Reflci,  Swed  ish,  Shiatsu 
Deep  Tissue,  Hot  Stone. 
Aromatherapy 

Hospice  and  Home  Care 

Appointments  Availabie 
Mon-Thurs  9am  -  5pm 
Fri-Sat  10am  -  7pm 

Appointments  are 
approximately  t  rt3  hrs. 

Fees  are  based  on  modality . 
Sliding  scale  for  those  In  need. 


Star 

415.706.0139 

Located  In  West  Porta)  District 


Hello,  my  name  is  Star  and  I  would  like  to  introduce 
myself  to  you.  lama  Dancer,  happiest  when  I  am  fully 
in  my  body.  I  am  a  Hospice  Care  Giver,  I  am  honored  to 
be  a  midwife  to  the  dying.  I  am  Massage  Therapist,  a 
better  profession  I  couldn’t  imagine.  And  most 
importantly  I  am  Mother  to  my  young  son  who  often 
acts  as  my  receptionist. 

After  living  and  practicing  massage  in  Bernal  Heights 
for  the  past  eight  years  I  have  recently  moved  into  the 
West  Portal  District.  I  have  once  again  created  a  warm 
healing  sanctuary  which  I  look  forward  to  sharing 
with  you.  I  am  excited  about  establishing  a  rich  and 
rewarding  clientele  as  well  as  making  new  friends.  I 
offer  a  luxurious  Therapeutic  Massage  consisting 
primarily  of  Swedish.  Reiki ,  and  Deep  Tissue  with  Thai 
like  stretches  and  Long  esalan  like  strokes.  I  also  offer 
sessions  in  Hot  Stone ,  Shiatsu,  and  Aromatherapy. 
These  techniques,  12 years  experience  and  my  natural 
intuitive  abilities  will  result  in  a  session  that  you  will 
not  regret. 

You  will  appreciate  coming  to  my  studio  and  having  a 
no  rush  environment,  added  with  my  undivided 
attention  you  will  be  wanting  to  establishing  a  long 
term  relationship. 

interested  in  either  regular  appointments  or  an 
occasional  visit?  Please  give  me  a  call 


Gift  Certificates  available! 

let's  work  together  to  moke  a  package  to  your  liking 


La  Scuola  dell'  Istituto  Italiano  di 
Cultura  invites  you  to  visit 
our  new  feature 
"The  Regions"  (Le  Regioni) 
on  our  website 

www.sfiis.org 


The  only  school  sponsored  by  the 
Italian  Cultural  Institute 
425  Washington  Street 
Ph:  415.788.0242 

italianschool@sfiis.org 

New  classes  start  April  5 

Italian  language,  cinema,  opera  lyrics, 
history,  regional  cuisine,  art,  architecture, 
travel  to  Italy,  see  films  from  our  vast 
library,  see  our  exhibits,  attend  our 
numerous  lectures  and  events. 


MEDICAL  BILL  QUESTIONS  OR  PROBLEMS? 
Need  independent  professional  help ? 

Retired  Hospital  Executive  with  30  years  experience  available  to 
assist  you  with  confusing  and  costly  medical  billing  concerns.  No 
charge  for  initial  consultation. 

JAMES  BERG  (415)  596-6573 
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This  V  That 

By  Laura  A fcHale  Holland 


Fashion  designer  Christiane 
Parker  has  been  making  one-of-a- 
kind  garments  in  her  Eureka  Street 
studio  for  more  than  10  years.  Before  she 
started  crafting  patterns  tailored  to  each 
client's  unique  measurements  and  tastes, 
she  manufactured  her  own  line  of  silk- 
screened  fabric  clothing.  This  was  after 
she  earned  her  stripes  as  a  pattern  maker 
and  designer  in  the  local  garment  indus¬ 
try.  But  her  passion  for  fashion  began 
long  before  she  ever  threaded  a  needle. 

“My  inspiration  goes  way  back  to 
when  1  was  5  years  old,”  she  says.  “1  was 
bom  in  Morocco  to  a  French  family  with 
Italian  and  Spanish  background.  We  had 
a  Moroccan  maid,  and  she  dressed  in  a 
long  piece  of  white  cotton  that  looked  like 
a  sheet.  I  would  be  fascinated  watching 
her  drape  the  fabric  around  herself — it 
was  very  intricate.  She  would  make  folds 
and  pockets  you  couldn’t  even  see  from 
the  outside,  and  she  would  drape  it  over 
her  head  and  have  a  veil  as  well.  My 
mother  had  fabric,  and  I  would  drape  it 
and  make  evening  dresses  without  any 
stitching.  I  used  belts  and  pins  and  knots.” 

Parker  continued  to  drape  and  belt 
when  she  moved  to  San  Francisco  30 
years  ago.  She  studied  and  mastered  the 
elements  of  design,  and  started  her  own 
business,  using  her  own  moniker  for  a 
business  name.  Along  the  way,  she  fell  in 
love  with  and  married  jazz  musician 
David  Parker,  and  raised  two  children. 
Gabrielle  and  Sebastian. 

Last  year,  Parker  signed  up  for  an  ex¬ 
perimental  design  class  at  San  Francisco 
State  University.  “It  was  an  opportunity 
to  design  unusual  garments  that  I  wouldn’t 
ordinarily  be  designing  because  my  cus¬ 
tomers  couldn’t  use  them  since  they  were 
made  of  materials  that  are  difficult  to 
wear,”  she  says. 

For  that  class,  she  made  a  dress  from 
reed  and  paper  that  was  then  accessorized 
by  a  pastry  chef  using  white  chocolate.  It 
landed  a  spot  in  the  New  York  2003 
Chocolate  Fashion  Show,  and  Parker  was 
asked  to  return  to  her  design  class  as  a 
teaching  assistant,  not  as  a  student. 

By  the  way,  the  only  chocolate  acces¬ 
sory  that  made  it  back  to  San  Francisco 
was  the  hat,  which  now  resides  in 
Parker’s  studio. 

Nowadays,  she  is  busy  creating  pieces 


for  Art  to  Wear,  a  show  and  sale  of  works 
by  25  designers  selected  by  the  Museum 
of  Craft  and  Folk  Art.  The  event  is  a 
fundraiser  for  the  museum,  set  for  Satur¬ 
day,  May  15,  from  9  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  in 
the  Conference  Center  at  Fort  Mason. 
(Call  Parker  at  826-4750  if  you  need 
more  information.) 


Charles  Purdy,  whose  first  book  Ur¬ 
ban  Etiquette  is  being  released  by  Wild 
Canyon  Press  this  month,  also  found  his 
passibn  at  a  young  age.  His  father  was  a 
chemist  who  did  fieldwork  for  the  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Protection  Agency,  so  at  vari¬ 
ous  points  in  his  childhood,  Purdy  called 
San  Jose,  Sacramento,  Minnesota,  Idaho, 
Nevada,  and  Washington,  D.C.,  home. 

This  meant  he  often  had  to  break  the 
ice  with  a  new  set  of  peers.  “When  I  was 
in  high  school,  I  got  a  copy  of  Amy  Van¬ 
derbilt’s  Complete  Guide  to  Etiquette , 
which  I  found  very  helpful  because 
knowing  the  proper  way  to  behave  made 
me  more  confident.  I’ve  been  collecting 
etiquette  books  for  15  years  now,  and  in 
the  course  of  reading  them,  I  became  very 
interested  in  how  modem  people  interpret 
old-fashioned  etiquette  rules.” 

In  2000,  Purdy  started  writing  for  the 
SF  Weekly  newspaper  under  the  byline 
Social  Grace.  He  also  writes  a  column 
that  appears  at  www.planetout.com.  And 
he  has  time  left  over  to  work  a  day  job  as 
an  editor  for  the  magazine  MacWorld.  He 
has  also  put  down  roots  in  the  neighbor- 


This  dress,  modeled  by  Erely  Zambrano  at 
the  New  York  2003  Annual  Chocolate 
Fashion  Show,  was  designed  by  local 
resident  Christiane  Parker.  The  hat, 
shoulder  pads,  and  jewelry  are  made  of 
quilted,  white,  edible  chocolate. 


workwear 

HAS 

MOVED! 


come  visit  us  at  our  new  location  in 

Bernal  Heights 

still  carrying  a  great  line  of  men’s  clothing 
including  Carhartt,  Dickies  and  Ben  Davis 

439  Cortland  Avenue  (corner  of  Wool  Street) 
415.206.0245  •  open  7  days 


Noe  Valley  resident  Charles  Purdy  (right), 
who  pens  the  Social  Grace  column  in  the 
SF  Weekly,  tells  you  how  much  to  tip  your 
tattooist,  in  his  new  book  Urban  Etiquette. 


hood  at  24th  and  Chattanooga.  Fortu¬ 
nately  for  us,  he  has  no  plans  to  move. 

Urban  Etiquette  gives  advice  on  every¬ 
thing  from  how  to  style  a  monogram  or 
address  a  wedding  invitation,  to  how 
much  to  tip  a  tattoo  artist  or  a  sex  worker. 
“Many  of  the  modem  etiquette  books 
confuse  the  idea  of  etiquette  with  fashion 
and  almost  snobbishness.  I’m  trying  to 
get  etiquette’s  good  name  back,  and  its 
basics  are  courtesy  and  respect  for  others. 
I  also  want  to  make  etiquette  accessible 
to  a  younger  audience,”  he  says. 


Diamond  Street  resident  Mike  Mas- 
succo  is  also  pursuing  a  calling  that  gave 
him  much  satisfaction  in  his  youth.  After 
23  years  as  a  graphics  arts  print  broker, 
he  now  has  his  own  gardening  design  and 
landscape  maintenance  business. 

“I  like  to  say  I  used  to  get  my  foot  in 
the  door  with  sales  and  now  I’m  trying  to 


get  my  foot  in  the  dirt,”  he  says  while  the 
two  budgies  that  share  his  home  office 
chatter  happily  in  the  background.  “I’ve 
always  had  an  affinity  for  this  work.  I  was 
the  kid  who’d  run  around  the  block  and 
mow  everybody’s  lawn,  trimming  trees 
and  pruning  ornamental  bushes,”  he  adds. 

While  he  loves  caring  for  other  peo¬ 
ple’s  greenery,  he  has  a  special  place  in 
his  heart  for  the  jacaranda  tree  planted  in 
front  of  his  house  by  Friends  of  the  Ur¬ 
ban  Forest  several  years  ago.  It’s  a 
scrawny  little  tree  adorned  with  toys  in¬ 
stead  of  leaves. 

“The  second  year  after  we  had  the 
planting,  we  had  a  horrible  winter  storm, 
and  the  tree  actually  got  pulled  right  out 
of  the  ground,  so  it  is  fighting  to  stay  alive 
right  now.  I  thought  it  was  dying,  and  I 
did  everything  I  could  to  help  it  survive. 
Then  1  put  a  toy  in  the  tree  to  make  it  look 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  26 


Cityscape  Views  to  Mt.  Diablo 
481  Noe  St.  •  $589,000 

Beautifully  remodeled  TIC  top  floor  flat  in 
3-unit  bldg.  Spacious  dining  room,  including 
built-in  hutch.  Soft  wood  floors  throughout. 
Kitchen  boasts  stainless  steel  appliances  and 
granite  counters.  Marble  tiled  bath  with  claw 
foot  tub.  Small  back  deck.  Parking  potential. 


Betty  Taisch 
415.338.0121 


Noe  Valley  Hilltop 
Contemporary  Building 

394-396  Diamond  St 
$1,165,000 


O flats  +  1 BR  garden  unit.  Over 
l 


COLDUJeU. 
BANKER  □ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Two  4RMj 

2900  s q  ft  of  luxurious  living  space. 
Fabulously  remod  kitchen  &  baths. 
Beautiful  hdwd  firs,  spacious  living 
rm  w/gorgeous  wood-burning  frplc. 
Spectacular  views  of  the  city!  Pvt 
garden  &  large  patio.  Den  &  sunrm. 
2  car  s/s  gar. 


Christina  Chung 

415.452.7808 


San  Francisco  Lakeside 
2633  Ocean  Avenue 

415.334.1880 
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a  little  happier,”  he  says. 

The  first  toy  Massucco  put  in  the  tree 
was  a  yellow  blowfish  that  he  pulled  front 
a  collection  of  discarded  toys  he'd  found 
on  one  of  his  bike  rides. 

“1  would  on  occasion  notice  a  child  or 
two  from  nearby  Eureka  Learning  Center 
stop,  marvel  at  the  tree,  and  then  point  out 
the  blowfish  to  their  mom  or  dad  with 
great  exuberance.  Soon  I  added  more 
toys.  Then  to  my  amazement  a  young  boy 
named  Sam  Fox  asked  if  he  could  add 
one  of  his  toys  to  the  tree.  He  got  a  big 
yes,"  Massucco  recalls.  . 

Other  children  followed  suit,  and  now 
the  tree  branches  hold  a  veritable  plastic 
zoo,  including  a  seal,  a  Japanese  fighting 
fish,  two  dinosaurs,  a  Barbie,  a  pirate,  a 
swamp  thing,  a  couple  of  monkeys,  and 
a  cow. 

As  for  the  tree  itself,  while  it  isn’t  thriv¬ 
ing,  it  is  still  hanging  on  in  its  spot  on  the 
Diamond  Street  sidewalk  between  21st 
and  22nd  streets.  It’s  even  sprouting  some 
small  fem-like  leaves  at  the  top.  Maybe 
all  it  needs  is  a  visit  from  Buzz  Lightyear. 

Back  in  1990,  Valley  Street  resident 
Dennis  Lewis  felt  like  he  was  barely 
hanging  on.  In  1988,  he  had  sold  his  com¬ 
pany  Hi-Tech  Publicity,  originally  based 
at  24th  and  Sanchez  streets,  to  a  large  firm 
based  in  the  United  Kingdom.  But  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  for  the  company  another 
two  years.  “We  had  certain  goals  both  in¬ 
ternally  and  those  put  on  us  by  the  com¬ 
pany.  The  net  result  was  that  I  was  very 
stressed  out,  and  when  I  finally  left  the 


Sam  Fox,  6,  is  a  proud  contributor  to  Mike  Massucco's  toy  tree,  leaning  wistfully  near  the 
Eureka  Valley  Learning  Center  at  Diamond  and  21st  streets.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


company,  I  was  exhausted  and  just  sort  of 
incapable  of  doing  much  of  anything,”  he 
recalls. 

He  also  started  experiencing  abdominal 
pains  that  no  doctor  he  consulted  could 
diagnose.  He  eventually  turned  to  a  prac¬ 
titioner  of  a  form  of  Taoism  called  Chi 
Nei  Tsang.  “This  man  used  a  combination 
of  touch  and  breathing  to  help  me,  and  the 
pain  went  away  within  two  or  three 
weeks,”  Lewis  says.  He  then  became  a 
Chi  Nei  Tsang  practitioner  himself. 

During  that  time,  he  self-published  his 
first  book.  The  Tao  of  Natural  Breathing, 
which  was  subsequently  published 
around  the  world  and  translated  into 
seven  languages.  This  month,  his  latest 
book.  Free  Your  Breath,  Free  Your  Life: 
How  Conscious  Breathing  Can  Relieve 
Stress,  Increase  Vitality,  and  Help  You 
Live  More  Fully,  is  being  released  by 
Shambhala  Publications. 

Lewis  emphasizes  that  his  new  book  is 


NOE  VALLEY  COMPUTERS 


Sales  -  Service  -  Networking 

Specialists  in  Small  Business  and  Home  Office  Networking 

Authorized  Reseller  for  RCN  Cable  and  COVAD  DSL 

PC,  Notebook  &  Laser  Printer  Repair  | 
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Serving  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years 

100  Clipper  Street  ©Church  282-3000 
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LUNCH 

Tue  -  Fri  11:30-2:00  pm 
Sat  &  Sun  11:30-2:45  pm 

DINNER 

Open  7  Days  5:00  pm 


WWW.HAMANOSUSHI.COM 


1332  CASTRO  ST.(@24TH) 
Phone  415 . 826 . 0825 

T Lunch  Combo 
;  $5.95%-.  ; 

Choice  of  2  items  from  1 

Tempura,  Teriyaki,  sushi  or  others 

I  I 

Valid  for  up  to  2  people.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer  or  discount  promotions.  ' 

!  PRESENT  THIS  COUPON.  Exp  7/31/04 


Sushi  Lunch  < 

$6-95*m,T  ' 

California  roll  &  1 

6  Kinds  of  Sushi 

Valid  for  up  to  2  people.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer  or  discount  promotions.  j 

PRESENT  THIS  COUPON.  Exp  7/31/04  | 
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based  on  accessing  the  body’s  own  wis¬ 
dom,  not  on  rigid  exercises.  “We  are  al¬ 
ways  rushing  into  the  future,  holding  our 
breath,  and  going  from  one  thing  to  the 
other  without  being  fully  conscious  and 
living  in  the  actual  moment.  This  creates 
tension  throughout  our  whole  body,  and 
that  tension  reduces  our  energy  and  vital¬ 
ity,"  he  says.  “This  book  is  really  about 
how  the  breath  can  bring  us  to  the  present 
moment  and  how  to  focus  on  the  exhala¬ 
tion  in  order  to  let  go.  One  has  to  exhale 
the  old  stuff  and  allow  new  impressions 
to  come  in,  and  through  this  our  breath¬ 
ing  changes  in  a  very  natural  way.” 

Lewis  will  give  a  book-signing  on 
Thursday,  June  3,  12:30  to  1:30  p.m.,  at 
Stacey’s  Bookstore,  581  Market  Street. 

Details  on  his  entire  book  tour  and 
workshops  are  at  www.freeyourhreath.com. 


Duncan  Street  residents  Chris  Galotta 
and  Dan  Paulsen,  and  their  friend  Chris 
Scott  (who  currently  lives  in  Russia), 
were  vacationing  consciously  enough  in 
Thailand  in  December  2002  to  notice  a 
potential  business  opportunity.  “We  were 
impressed  by  a  lot  of  the  crafts  and  some 
of  the  modern  furniture  that  we  saw.  They 
have  a  really  nice  East  meets  West  kind 
of  flavor.  They  bring  something  fresh,” 
says  Galotta. 

The  trio  decided  to  open  a  shop,  with 
Scott  functioning  as  a  silent  partner.  Eight 
months  later,  they  opened  FINDecor  at 
258  Noe,  at  Market  Street,  across  from 
Cafe  Flore.  They  work  with  vendors  from 
locales  around  the  world  including  Thai¬ 
land,  Canada,  and  Europe.  The  store  car¬ 
ries  furniture  as  well  as  home  accents  of 
all  kinds.  Some  items  are  designed  by  San 
Francisco  artists. 

“We  carry  lamps  made  by  local  archi¬ 
tects  from  recycled  streetlights.  And  we 
carry  pillows  by  a  local  designer,  Talla. 
They’re  hand  screened,  all  original  pat¬ 
terns.  They  pop;  they're  hip,”  says  Ga¬ 
lotta,  who  manages  the  store  during  the 
week  while  Paulsen  is  at  work  in  the  fi¬ 
nancial  industry.  Together  they  man  the 
store  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays.  On 
Mondays,  the  store  is  closed. 

“The  shop  has  a  European  flair.  We 

r - 1 

maqiKnit 

Yarn  +  Instruction  I +J,  Han dknits 

A  Creative, 

Supportive  Environment 

Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-3 

3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 

.imagllniit.com 


showcase  the  things  we  sell,  so  people 
can  see  the  items,  and  not  just  a  bunch  of 
clutter,”  says  Galotta.  "You  have  to  stop 
in  to  see  what  I  mean.” 


Dolores  Street  denizen  Bruce  Pacht- 
man  is  hoping  people  will  stop  in  to  see 
his  one-man  show.  Don't  Make  Me  Look 
Too  Psychotic.  It  is  returning  May  7-29 
to  the  Marsh,  where  it  was  first  developed 
and  produced  five  years  ago.  In  the  show. 
Pachtman  combines  the  vulnerability  of 
a  heart-to-heart  talk  and  the  humor  of  a 
stand-up  comedian  as  he  recounts  the 
saga  of  a  real-life  love  gone  bad. 

In  2001-02,  the  show  had  a  68-week 
run  in  San  Francisco.  Later,  it  had  success 
in  his  home  state  of  Pennsylvania.  It  was 
also  showcased  in  the  Los  Angeles  area. 
For  Pachtman,  the  solo  gig  has  been  to¬ 
tally  rejuvenating. 

“I  was  in  a  comedy  group  in  New  York 
with  two  men  I’d  gone  to  Penn  State  with. 
We  were  just  out  of  college,  and  we  got 
to  the  top  of  the  comedy  club  scene  faster 
than  anybody  has  a  right  to  get  there.  And 
then  I  was  in  a  little  film  at  NYU  directed 
by  Chris  Columbus,”  he  recalls. 

After  Columbus  moved  on  to  Los  An¬ 
geles,  a  Hollywood  agent  saw  Pacht¬ 
man ’s  film  performance  and  offered  to 
represent  him.  Pachtman  moved  to  Los 
Angeles,  but  after  six  years,  his  acting  ca¬ 
reer  was  languishing,  so  he  became  a 
teacher.  He  never  looked  back  until  he 
was  living  in  San  Francisco  and  saw  a 
Charlie  Varon  show.  Rush  Limhaugh  in 
Night  School,  at  the  Marsh.  He  returned 
to  see  it  again — nine  times.  Pretty  soon, 
Pachtman  was  one  of  Varon’s  students. 
Next  he  was  working  with  David  Ford  to 
develop  his  own  show. 

“I  never  anticipated  I’d  be  in  this  posi¬ 
tion.  I’d  never  written  a  play  before  or 
performed  in  a  full-length  solo  show.  You 
hear  about  these  things  happening  for 
other  people,  but  you  don’t  expect  it  to 
happen  to  you,”  he  says. 

Don't  Make  Me  Look  Too  Psychotic 
plays  Fridays  and  Saturdays  at  9  p.m.,  at 
the  Marsh  theater  at  1074  Valencia  Street. 
Tickets  are  $14  to  $17. 

For  more  information,  call  826-5750  or 
visit  www.themarsh.org.  Or  if  you’d  like 
a  further  plot  synopsis,  read  Voice  writer 
Kathryn  Guta’s  interview  with  Pacht¬ 
man  in  our  February  2001  issue  at 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

We.  promise  not  to  make  you  look  psy¬ 
chotic,  if  you  share  your  personal  mile¬ 
stones  with  us.  We’re  interested  in  every¬ 
thing  from  new  babies  to  new  ventures, 
diplomas  to  dreams  fulfilled.  Contact  us 
by  e-mailing  thisnthat@noevalleyvoice 
.com.  Or  if  it's  more  convenient,  leave  a 
message  at  415-821-3324  or  write  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  ■ 


Marleta  wants  to  thank  our 
wonderful  customers  for  helping 
us  stay  in  the  neighborhood. 

New  items  in  stock! 
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Nothin'  but  the  Truth 

For  those  who  favor  fact  over  fiction, 
the  San  Francisco  Independent  Film  Fes¬ 
tival  is  presenting  DocFest  May  13 
through  16.  It  is  four  days  of  nonfiction 
Film  and  video  screenings  at  two  venues: 
the  Roxie  Cinema,  3125  16th  Street,  and 
the  Women's  Building,  3543  18th  Street. 

Festival  highlights  include  Slasher ,  di¬ 
rected  by  John  Landis,  of  Animal  House 
and  Blues  Brothers  fame.  Slasher  is  Lan¬ 
dis’  first  documentary  and  provides  a 
look  at  the  underbelly  of  a  car  salesman’s 
world.  Another  potential  hit  is  Up  for 
Grabs,  directed  by  Mike  Wranovic.  It  fol¬ 
lows  the  saga  of  Alex  Popov  and  Patrick 
Hayashi,  who  both  claimed  to  have 
caught  Barry  Bonds’  73rd  home  run  ball 
in  2001.  Other  intriguing  titles  include 
Louisa  Achille’s  The  Naked  Feminist, 
Gregg  Brown  and  Jason  Holzman’s 
Words,  and  Goro  Toshima’s  A  Hard 
Straight.  For  a  complete  rundown  on  the 
films  with  their  screening  times  and 
venues,  surf  to  www.sfindie.com. 

Tickets  are  $9  for  evening  screenings 
and  $7  for  shows  that  start  before  5  p.m. 
For  tickets  and  further  information,  call 
820-3907. 

Taking  Note  of  Beauty 

Have  you  noticed  some  enticing  new 
landscaping,  a  stunning  mural,  or  a  re¬ 
vamped  playground  recently?  Perhaps 
those  who  created  the  transformation  de¬ 
serve  a  pat  on  the  back.  San  Francisco 
Beautiful,  a  57-y ear-old  nonprofit  group 
dedicated  to  enhancing  the  livability  of 
our  fair  city,  is  seeking  nominations  for 
its  2004  Beautification  Awards. 

Projects  must  be  in  San  Francisco  and 
visually  and/or  physically  accessible  to 
the  general  public.  This  year’s  emphasis 
is  on  high-quality  historic  preservation 
projects,  as  well  as  projects  with  sustain¬ 
able  design  components.  Eight  to  10 
awards  will  be  given  to  individuals,  busi¬ 
nesses,  organizations,  and  agencies. 

For  a  nomination  form,  call  421-2608 
or  visit  www.sfbeautiful.org.  Nomina¬ 
tions  are  due  by  June  4. 

A  Landmark  for  Women 

The  San  Francisco  Women’s  Building, 
our  monument  to  women’s  equality  at 
3543  18th  Street,  will  commemorate  its 
25th  anniversary  this  year  with  several 
special  events  in  May. 

Coming  up  on  two  weekends.  May  7-9 
and  May  14—16,  will  be  the  premiere  of 
the  play  She  Rises  Like  a  Building  to  the 
Sky.  Written  by  Mercilee  Jenkins  and  di¬ 
rected  by  Amy  Kilgard,  the  theater  work 
is  based  on  the  oral  histories  of  the 
Women’s  Building  founders. 

The  May  14  show  will  be  a  benefit  re¬ 
ception  and  performance,  beginning  at  6 
p.m.  in  Room  587  of  San  Francisco  State 
University’s  Humanities  building,  at  19th 
and  Holloway  avenues.  (All  perfor¬ 
mances  will  be  in  the  auditorium.  Room 
133,  of  the  same  building.)  Showtimes 
will  be  8  p.m.  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays 


CORRECTION 


Last  month's  Short  Take  about  the  Noe 
Valley  Senior  Center  at  1021  Sanchez 
Street  gave  the  impression  that  member¬ 
ship  in  the  group  was  open  to  people  of 
all  ages.  That  is  not  the  case.  Only  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  60  and  older  can  become 
members  of  the  center  and  receive  such 
benefits  as  free  haircuts  and  hot  lunches 
for  a  $1 .50  donation.  However,  younger 
people  who  are  occasionally  invited  as 
guests  of  members  are  welcomed,  and 
they  may  purchase  lunch  for  $3.75. 


and  2  p.m.  on  Sundays.  Tickets  for  the 
benefit  are  $25.  All  other  tickets  are  $10 
general  admission,  and  $5  for  students. 

On  May  16,  there  will  be  an  admission- 
free  Community  Street  Fair  to  celebrate 
the  10th  birthday  of  the  Women’s  Build¬ 
ing's  "MaestraPeace"  outdoor  mural. 
From  noon  to  5  p.m.,  the  building  and  its 
environs — 18th  Street  between  Valencia 
and  Guerrero  streets — will  be  filled  with 
music,  dance,  food,  arts  and  crafts  booths, 
and  community  tables. 

“Anyone  who  hasn’t  been  to  the 
Women’s  Building  should  come  by  and 
see  it.  It’s  really  beautiful  inside  and  out. 
And  it’s  an  amazing  accomplishment,” 
says  Jenkins.  “There  were  many  projects 
like  this  in  the  ’70s,  like  the  Women’s  Build¬ 
ing  in  Los  Angeles,  but  they’re  gone.” 

For  information  about  events  later  in 
the  year,  including  a  dyke  march,  a  po¬ 
etry  slam,  and  a  gala  25th  anniversary 
concert,  visit  www.womensbuilding.org. 

Movie  Night  in  the  Park 

Barbra  Streisand  and  Ryan  O’Neal  will 
be  in  Mission  Dolores  Park  on  May  15 — - 
on  celluloid,  that  is.  Like  an  old-fash¬ 
ioned  drive-in  movie  minus  the  car,  the 
event  is  an  outdoor  screening  of  the  1972 
comedy  What’s  Up  Doc? 

“We’re  interested  in  bringing  films  to 
neighborhoods,  and  in  the  absence  of  a 
theater,  this  is  one  way  to  do  it,”  says  Al¬ 
fonso  Felder  of  the  San  Francisco  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Theater  Foundation,  which  is 
co-sponsoring  the  event  with  the  grass¬ 
roots  organization  Save  the  New  Mission. 
“We  actually  did  a  film  screening  in 
Washington  Square  Park  last  year,  and  it 
attracted  about  1,000  people.  It  demon¬ 
strates  the  value  of  film  and  its  ability  to 
bring  communities  together.” 

Previews,  including  a  showcase  of 
trailers  from  movies  by  San  Francisco- 
based  filmmakers,  will  begin  at  8  p.m.,  in 
the  part  of  the  park  that  is  closest  to  19th 
and  Dolores  streets.  The  main  event  will 
screen  at  about  8:30  p.m.  A  $5  donation 
is  requested,  but  not  required. 

Felder  says  popcorn  and  refreshments 
will  be  on  sale.  Bring  a  blanket  and  other 
creature  comforts,  he  says,  but  avoid  lug¬ 
ging  chairs  that  will  obstruct  other  peo¬ 
ple’s  views.  Need  more  info?  Call  465- 
FILM  (465-3456). 

Spring  into  Feldenkrais 

Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  has  proclaimed 
May  to  be  Feldenkrais  Method  Aware¬ 
ness  Month  in  San  Francisco.  If  you’re 
saying,  “Felden  what?”  you  might  want 
to  drop  by  an  all-day  Feldenkrais  demon¬ 
stration  on  Saturday,  May  8,  at  Synergy 
School  on  Valencia  Street. 

The  event,  called  “Spring  into  Mo¬ 
tion,”  will  give  attendees  a  chance  to  hear 
lectures  and  take  free  classes  in  the 
Feldenkrais  method  of  body  movement. 
(For  example,  you  can  see  how 
Feldenkrais  might  be  applied  to  dances 
such  as  ballet  or  tango.)  Participants  also 
can  sign  up  for  individual  hands-on  ses¬ 
sions  offered  at  low  cost  by  Feldenkrais 
practitioners,  including  several  from  Noe 
Valley  and  Glen  Park. 

“Spring  into  Motion”  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  Feldenkrais  practitioners  in  lo¬ 
cations  throughout  California  to  honor 
the  centennial  of  founder  Moshe  Feld¬ 
enkrais,  an  Israeli  scientist  and  athlete 
who  lived  from  1904  to  1984.  Moshe 
Feldenkrais  held  that  one  could  retrain  the 
body  to  move  in  ways  less  likely  to  ag¬ 
gravate  pain  symptoms. 

“It  is  a  chance  for  people  to  learn  about 
the  relationship  between  moving  and 
thinking,  sensing,  and  feeling,”  says  Cliff 
Smyth,  a  30th  Street  resident  and  Felden- 
krais  practitioner.  “The  great  thing  about 
Feldenkrais  is  that  it  can  be  for  every¬ 
body.  If  you  have  pain,  you’ll  benefit.  But 
you  can  also  be  an  athlete,  a  performer, 
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REAL  ESTATE 

Sue  Borsian 
Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
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Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


RIVERA  CONSTRUCTION 
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•  Foundation  work 

•  Dryrot  repair 

•  Room  additions 

•  Stairs  and  decks 

•  Seismic  upgrading 

•  New  garages 

415-586-9136 

Insured  and  Bonded  Quality  Work  Since  1987 


SHORT 

TAKES 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  27 

or  somebody  who  uses  the  computer,  and 
you  can  start  where  you  are  and  improve.” 

The  Feldenkrais  showcase  takes  place 
from  9:30  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  at  Synergy 
School,  1387  Valencia  Street  at  25th 
Street.  For  information,  e-mail  Sonja 
Riket  at  sriket@earthink.net  or  call  661- 
1852.  Go  to  www.sprinKintomotion.orx 
for  news  about  other  centennial  events. 

You're  Halfway  to  the  Stairs 

Back  in  1979,  Adah  Bakalinsky  joined 
a  program  called  City  Guides,  the  brain¬ 
child  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library. 
For  the  past  26  years,  the  group  has  taken 
people  on  free  walking  tours  as  part  of  its 
mission  to  perpetuate  San  Francisco’s 
rich  history.  Bakalinsky  was  so  fascinated 
by  the  many  stairways  in  the  city  that  she 
wrote  a  book  called  Stairway  Walks  in 
San  Francisco.  Now  in  its  fifth  edition, 
her  book  is  celebrating  20  years  in  print. 

To  commemorate  this  milestone.  City 
Guides  is  offering  six  simultaneous 
guided  walks,  featuring  six  different  stair¬ 
ways.  on  Saturday,  May  22.  Three  of  the 
stairway  walks  are  close  to  Noe  Valley: 
Bemal  Heights  East,  Eureka  Valley,  and 
Fairmount  Heights.  The  other  walks  are 
Russian  Hill  South,  Golden  Gate  Heights, 
and  Forest  Hills. 

“Each  of  the  neighborhoods  has  some¬ 
thing  special  about  it,”  says  Bakalinsky. 
“Bemal  Heights  is  a  forest  of  stairways,  and 
it  also  has  a  lot  of  community  gardens. 
Eureka  Valley  has  a  pedestrian  overpass 
that  goes  all  the  way  across  Market  Street 
from  Elizabeth  Street.  It  also  has  open  space 
and  a  community  garden  where  over  30 
species  of  birds  have  been  sighted.  Fair- 
mount  Heights  was  platted  in  the  1860s. 
It’s  an  old  area  with  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
teresting  streets  in  the  city,  Laidley  Street 
near  the  Harry  Street  stairway.  It’s  a  de¬ 
light  for  the  eyes  to  see  what’s  been  done 
to  the  small  cottages  there,”  she  adds. 

All  walks  are  free.  They  begin  at  1  p.m. 
and  last  for  two  hours.  The  Eureka  Valley 
tour  meets  at  the  northwest  comer  of  Eliz¬ 
abeth  and  Douglass;  the  Fairmount  walk 
at  5290  Diamond  Heights  Blvd.  (shop¬ 
ping  center)  and  Gold  Mine  Drive;  and 
the  Bemal  Heights  trek  at  the  intersection 
of  600  Peralta  and  1000  Esmeralda. 

To  find  out  about  all  the  walks,  call 
City  Guides  at  557-4266  or  go  to 
www.sfcityguides.org.  Bakalinsky  says 
be  sure  to  wear  comfortable  shoes. 

Fair  Oaks  Folks'  Flea  Market 

It’ll  be  garage-sale  heaven  on  Satur¬ 
day,  May  8,  as  the  residents  of  Fair  Oaks 
Street  fill  their  sidewalks  from  21st  to 
26th  Street  with  an  array  of  castoffs  and 
curios.  This  marks  the  29th  year  that  Fair 
Oaks  neighbors  have  come  together  for 
their  annual  street  fair  and  flea  market. 

“It’s  your  average  garage  sale  times 
1,000,”  says  Michael  Plaut,  one  of  the 
fair’s  organizers,  who  has  lived  on  the 
street  for  five  years.  “We’ll  have  every¬ 
thing  from  clothing,  household  goods, 
and  homemade  foods,  all  the  way  up  to 
really  fine  antiques  and  other  furniture. 


Last  year,  my  neighbor  sold  an  electric 
scooter.  My  big  goal  is  to  sell  more  things 
than  I  buy,”  Plaut  adds  with  a  laugh. 

A  big  goal  for  the  event  is  to  raise 
money  for  Jamestown  Community  Cen¬ 
ter.  Each  seller  will  donate  a  minimum  of 
$10;  some  may  donate  all  of  their  pro¬ 
ceeds.  Jamestown  offers  after-school  and 
summer  programs  for  youths  attending 
nearby  schools. 

If  the  weather  is  foul  instead  of  fair,  the 
rain  date  is  May  1 5.  Plaut  is  the  point  man 
if  you  need  more  information:  7 1 3-9380. 

A  Gold  Mine  for  the  Arts 

A  new  performing  arts  series  will  de¬ 
but  this  month,  at  St.  Aidan’s  Episcopal 
Church  in  Diamond  Heights. 

The  nine-performance  series.  Perfor¬ 
mance  Showcase  2004,  will  run  May  7 
through  22  and  feature  contemporary 
artists  in  four  genres:  poetry  and  spoken 
word;  opera  and  musical  theater;  jazz  and 
new  music;  and  dance. 

Nicknamed  PS2004,  the  series  will  in¬ 
volve  nearly  two  dozen  performers  and 
groups.  Among  the  big  draws  are  mo- 
nologists  Charlie  Varon  and  Ron  Jones 
(May  8),  Bryan  Baker  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Choral  Society  (May  9),  jazz  musi¬ 
cian  Terry  Disley  and  the  Del  Sol  String 
Quartet  (May  13),  and  choreographers 
Sara  Shelton-Mann  and  Stephen  Pelton 
(May  21).  Producing  the  shows  will  be 
Doug  Baird  and  Darlene  Frank. 

Opening  night  on  Friday,  May  7,  will 
offer  attendees  a  special  preview  of  all 
three  weekends  in  the  series,  followed  by 
a  champagne  reception  with  the  perform¬ 
ers  and  other  special  guests. 

All  performances  will  take  place  in  a 
newly  remodeled  space  at  St.  Aidan’s 
Church,  101  Gold  Mine  Drive  at  Dia¬ 
mond  Heights  Boulevard. 

Tickets  are  $18  in  advance  and  $22  at 
the  door.  For  advance  tickets,  call  584- 
3526.  A  complete  schedule  is  online  at 
www.performanceshowcase.com . 

Behold  the  Library 
of  the  Future 

It’s  not  too  late  to  put  in  your  two  cents 
when  it  comes  to  renovating  the  historic 
Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library.  The 
next  community  meeting  will  be  held  at 
the  library,  451  Jersey  Street  at  Castro 
Street,  on  Wednesday,  May  12,  at  7  p.m. 

After  working  with  input  from  meeting 
participants,  architects  Alice -Carey  & 
Company  will  present  revised  plans  to  the 
San  Francisco  Library  Commission  on 
May  20.  Pending  final  approval  of  the 
plans,  the  library  is  scheduled  to  close  for 
renovation  at  the  end  of  this  year. 

In  2000,  city  voters  approved  a  $106 
million  bond  measure  to  renovate  library 
branches  in  need  of  seismic  repair;  $4.2 
million  of  that  was  set  aside  for  our  local 
branch.  The  lion’s  share  of  the  money  will 
go  for  disabled  access  and  earthquake 
retrofitting.  The  plans  also  call  for  pre¬ 
serving  the  beauty  of  our  Camegie-era  li¬ 
brary  (which  was  designated  an  architec¬ 
turally  significant  building  by  the  City 
Landmarks  Board)  while  creating  a  more 
functional  interior  that  allows  for  new 
technology  and  equipment. 

For  more  information,  call  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library  at  557-4354. 

Short  Takes  are  compiled  and  written  by 
Laura  McHale  Holland. 
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IjEvy’s  Little-considered  Facts  About 

SAN  FRANCISCO  REAL  ESTATE 

How  would  you  like 

a piece  o/mu  mine/? 


Forget  flattery.  You  need  the  truth  when  you  sell 
your  home.  So  count  on  me  to  tell  you  what  it  takes 
to  get  the  job  done. 

You  pay  me  to  sell — and  protect — your  biggest 
asset.  So  I  make  your  priorities  my  own.  I  never, 
ever  leave  money  on  the  table.  I  negotiate  to  win, 
and  I’m  always  fair. 

Frankly,  my  clients  always  come  out  on  top.  Maybe 
that’s  why  I’m  the  number  one  agent  three  years 
running  at  McGuire  Downtown. 

Let  me  prove  it  to  you.  Give  me  a  call  to  talk  about 
the  sale  of  your  property.  And  remember  this: 
You’ll  always  get  a  piece  of  my  mind. 


- -  HOB  LEVY - 

INTEGRITY,  ADVICE.  RESULTS. 

No.  1  Agent  and  Top  Producer,  McGuire  Downtown 


4  15.206.2124  ROUI.KVY@KARTHI.INK.NKT  ROBl.KVY.NK' 


r 
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•  MAY  2004  • 


MAY  1,  8. 15  &  22:  LAPSUS  for 
infants  and  toddlers  feature  songs,  sto¬ 
ries,  and  finger  play.  10:30  am  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095 

MAY  3-31:  Chris  Sequeira  holds 
classes  in  T'AI  CHI  Mon  and  Tues.,  6- 
7:30  pm,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 

1021  Sanchez  St ;  Wed  &  Fri.,  10:15 
am-noon,  at  Upper  Douglass  Park, 

27th  and  Douglass.  415-773-8185  or 
650-756-6857. 

MAY  3-31:  A  group  art  exhibit,  “The 
Closing  Act:  Redefining  Seduction," 
features  works  by  local  WOMEN 
ARTISTS.  Reception  Sat ,  May  8, 4-7 
pm.  Chatterbox  Gift  Gallery,  1185 
Church  St.  647-0900. 

MAY  4, 11  &  18:  Preschool  STORY 
TIME,  a  read-aloud  program  for  chil¬ 
dren  3  to  5,  begins  at  10  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

MAY  4-25:  KNITTING  201  samples 
various  techniques,  including  cables, 
lace,  and  intarsia,  in  a  four-session 
Tuesday  class  at  ImagiKnit.  7-9  pm. 
3897  18th  St.  Call  621-6642  to  register. 

MAY  5-31:  Susan  Peterson  and  Carol 
Wedemeyer  exhibit  CERAMICS  inspired 
by  the  life  of  Vincent  van  Gogh.  Recep¬ 
tion  May  7, 6-9  pm.  Ruby's  Clay  Stu¬ 
dio,  552A  Noe  St.  437-1642. 

MAY  6:  Arts  Forum  San  Francisco 
sponsors  a  community  conversation 
with  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom,  led  by 
author  DAVE  EGGERS.  6-7  pm.  War 
Memorial,  401  Van  Ness.  626-2787. 

MAY  6, 13,  20  &  27:  Chris  Fernie 
leads  a  class  in  Ql  GONG  on  Thursdays 
at  6:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  Call  to  register,  305-4692. 

MAY  7  &  8:  CHAVA  ALBERSTEIN,  “the 
Joan  Baez  of  Israel,”  performs  at  8  pm. 
Brava  Theater,  2789  24th  St.  647-2822. 


MAY  7-22:  PERFORMANCE  SHOW¬ 
CASE  2004  is  a  series  of  nine  concerts 
highlighting  new  music,  dance,  and 
spoken  word.  Opening  night,  May  7, 8 
pm,  features  all  three  genres  and  a  cham¬ 
pagne  reception.  St.  Aidan's  Episcopal 
Church,  101  Gold  Mine  Drive.  584- 
3526.  Go  to  www.performanceshow- 
case.com  for  complete  schedule. 

MAY  7-28:  The  House  of  BLUE- 
GRASS  features  Homespun  Rowdy  on 
May  7,  Dark  Hollow  on  May  14,  the  Cir¬ 
cle  “R”  Boys  on  May  21,  and  Suzie 
Glaze  and  the  Eight-Hand  String  Band 
on  May  28.  7  pm.  Maxfield's,  398 
Dolores  St.  255-6859. 

MAY  8:  The  29th  annual  Fair  Oaks 
Neighbors  STREET  FAIR  and  Flea  Mar¬ 
ket  offers  five  blocks  of  treasures.  9  am 
-4  pm.  Fair  Oaks  from  21st  to  26th. 

Rain  date  is  May  15. 

MAY  8:  A  CAR  WASH  and  barbecue  at 
James  Lick  benefits  next  year’s  school 
yearbook.  9  am -2  pm.  Enter  upper 
schoolyard  on  25th  Street,  between  Noe 
and  Castro.  1220  Noe  St.  695-5675. 

MAY  8:  The  FELDENKRAIS  Worldwide 
Centennial  Celebration  features  free 
demonstrations.  9:30  am -5  pm.  Syn¬ 
ergy  School,  1 387  Valencia  St.  661  -1852. 

MAY  8:  Elizabeth  Street's  annual 
GARAGE  SALE  runs  from  10  am  to  4 
pm,  on  and  around  the  500  block. 

MAY  8:  A  PHOTO  EXHIBIT  called 
"Shades  of  the  Mission"  opens  with 
bilingual  music  and  stories,  Irish  dance, 
and  a  discussion  with  illustrator  Yuyi 
Morales.  Noon -5  pm.  Mission  Library, 
300  Bartlett  St.  355-2828. 

MAY  8:  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  pre¬ 
sents  the  14th  annual  MURAL  AWARE¬ 
NESS  FESTIVAL,  including  a  “paint-off.” 
1  -5  pm.  Precita  Park,  285-2287. 


MAY  8:  The  Crooked  Jades  and  Los 
Cenzontles  perform  a  Cinco  de  Mayo 
CONCERT  of  traditional  and  vintage 
music.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  at  fhe  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  SI.  454-5238. 

MAY  8  &  14:  Charlie  Varon  hosts 
SPOKEN  WORD  artists  Wayne  Harris, 
Ron  Jones,  and  Mark  McGoldrick  (May 
8);  and  Joe  Dunn  and  Doreen  Mailer 
(May  14).  8  pm.  St.  Aidan's  Church, 

101  Gold  Mine  Drive.  584-3526. 

MAY  8-JUNE  5:  Alexis  Fajardo,  cre¬ 
ator  of  the  online  comic  strip  “Plato's 
Republic"  and  graphic  novel  Kid 
Beowulf,  teaches  a  CARTOONING  and 
comic  strip  art  class.  Saturdays,  1  -3 
pm.  Artsake,  3961  24th  St,  Class  size 
limited  to  10;  register  at  965-0506 


Israeli  Chava  Alberstein  performs  her  first  San 
Francisco  concert,  in  Hebrew,  Yiddish,  and 
English,  at  the  Brava  Theater  May  7  and  8. 


MAY  9:  David  Armstrong  leads  a 
spring  BIRD  WALK  in  Glen  Canyon 
Park,  9  am.  Meet  behind  the  Glen  Park 
Rec  building,  Elk  &  Chenery.  584-8576. 

MAY  9:  The  Italian  Catholic  Federation 
hosts  a  BAKE  SALE  at  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  9  am  to  noon.  221  Valley  St. 
648-7538. 


MAY  9:  In  honor  of  MOTHER'S  DAY, 
the  Korel  Foundation  sponsors  free 
admission  to  the  Asian  Art  Museum,  the 
Bay  Area  Discovery  Museum,  the 
Exploratorium,  the  Fine  Arts  Museums, 
the  Lindsay  Wildlife  Museum,  the  Judah 
Magnes  Museum,  the  S  F.  and  Oakland 
zoos,  SFMOMA,  and  Zeum. 

MAY  9:  Angela  Pettit  discusses 
"CHANGING  SEXES:  Male  to  Female," 
at  the  PFLAG  Support  Group.  2-4  pm. 
St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church,  152 
Church  St.  921-8850. 

MAY  9:  In  “Building  the  Bridge,"  vio¬ 
linist  Jorja  Fleezanis  and  pianist  Karl 
Paulnack  perform  20th-century  works 
by  Messiaen,  Mennin,  Davidovsky,  and 
Tavener.  4  pm.  Noe  Valley  CHAMBER 
MUSIC  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  648-5236. 

MAY  9  &  16:  Conductor  Bryan  Baker 
hosts  two  concerts  featuring  selections 
from  OPERAS  and  MUSICALS.  Singers 
Heather  Antonissen,  Erin  Neff,  and  Mike 
Rogers  perform  May  9, 3  pm;  Antonis¬ 
sen,  Jessica  Deardorff,  and  Josh  Elder 
on  May  16, 6  pm.  St.  Aidan’s  Church, 
101  Gold  Mine  Drive.  584-3526. 

MAY  9  &  23:  Children  ages  2  to  5  and 
their  parents  can  learn  about  Noah’s  Ark 
and  the  Jewish  calendar  at  Or  Shalom’s 
Yad  B'Yad(Hand  in  Hand)  TOT  SER¬ 
VICES,  with  circle  time,  storytelling, 
and  arts  and  crafts.  10:30-11:45  am. 

20  Woodside  Ave.  242-991 1 . 

MAY  10:  Artsake  offers  a  BEGINNING 
WATERCOLOR  class.  3961  24th  St.  Call 
965-0506  for  times  and  registration. 

MAY  11:  Laurie  Jacobson,  author  of 
Dishing  Hollywood,  discusses  43  TIN¬ 
SELTOWN  SCANDALS,  and  recipes  to 
match.  7  pm.  Eureka  Valley  Library, 
3555 16th  St,  554-9445. 


MAY  12:  Meet  the  architects  and  view 
the  latest  plans  for  the  renovation  of  the 
NOE  VALLEY  LIBRARY  7  pm  451  Jer¬ 
sey  St.  695-5095 

MAY  12:  The  Pacific  Academy  of 
HOMEOPATHY  hosts  a  free  introductory 
seminar  7-9  pm.  1199  Sanchez  St. 

Call  695-2710  to  reserve  a  place 

MAY  12:  Jeff  Greenwald  performs  his 
wanderlust  MONOLOGUES,  Strange 
Travel  Suggestions  8  pm.  The  Marsh, 
1062  Valencia  St.  641-0235 

MAY  13:  St.  Luke's  Hospital  offers 
VOLUNTEER  ORIENTATION  from  3  to  5 
pm.  Volunteer  Services  Office,  3555 
Cesar  Chavez  St.,  first-floor  rear  For  an 
application,  call  641-6538  or  e-mail 
dancag@sutterhealth.  org. 

MAY  13:  The  Noe  Valley  Democratic 
Club  and  the  Noe  Valley  Kerry  Cam¬ 
paign  host  a  “BEAT  BUSH  BASH"  and 
fundraiser  for  John  Kerry;  Susan  Leal 
will  be  there.  7-9  pm.  Le  Zinc,  4063 
24th  St.  Call  Richard  May,  206-0231. 

MAY  13:  Many  neighborhood  shops 
will  stay  open  until  8  pm  on  SECOND 
THURSDAYS,  to  make  shopping  easier 
for  residents  who  work  9  to  5. 

MAY  13  &  15:  Performance  Showcase 
2004,  hosted  by  musician  Ed  McClary, 
presents  JAZZ  and  new  music  from 
pianist  Terry  Disley  and  the  Del  Sol 
String  Quartet  (May  13);  and  jazz  duo 
Mike  Wollenberg  and  Julian  Smedley 
and  the  Magnetic  Poets  (May  15).  8  pm. 
St.  Aidan's  Episcopal  Church,  101  Gold 
Mine  Drive.  584-3526. 

MAY  13-16:  DocFest,  presented  by 
the  S.F.  Independent  Film  Festival,  fea¬ 
tures  nonfiction  FILMS  AND  VIDEOS  at 
the  Roxie  Cinema,  3125 16th  St.,  and 
the  Women's  Building,  3543 18th  St. 
820-3907  or  www.sfindie.com. 


Whether  you  are  on  a  hill  or  in  the  valley 

FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  Hendel  Handle  It 


Daniel  Hendel,  Red  Estate  Agent 

Top  Producer  -  President's  E(ite 
Top  4  Percent  IntemationaCfy 

(415)  338-0221 

wvyw,<fcnhendel.cQm 

www.CAMoves.com/daniel.hendel 

Homes  on  Hills  by  Hendel 

Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 

Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 
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•  CALENDAR • 


MAY  13  &  27:  A  NEW  DADS  SUP¬ 
PORT  GROUP,  led  by  Lawrence  Shweky, 
meets  on  a  drop-in  basis  the  second 
and  fourth  Thursdays  of  the  month  from 
7  to  8:30  pm.  Natural  Resources,  816 
Diamond  St  550-8369 

MAY  14:  Participants  share  highlights 
from  the  national  REPRODUCTIVE 
RIGHTS  demonstration  in  Washington, 

D  C.,  at  the  Radical  Women  dinner,  6:15 
pm,  and  meeting,  7:30  pm.  New  Valen¬ 
cia  Hall,  1908  Mission  St.  864-1278. 

MAY  14:  WireTap  Magazine,  an  online 
source  for  socially  conscious  youth, 
presents  a  guide  to  the  2004  ELECTION, 
Storming  the  Potts:  How  to  Vote  Your 
Views  and  Change  the  Rules.  7:30  pm. 
Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia 
St.  282-9246. 

MAY  14:  The  INA  CHAUS  OPERA 
ENSEMBLE  performs  Gian  Carlo’s  Help, 
Help,  Globolinks.  7:30  pm.  Community 
Music  Center,  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

MAY  14:  The  Musica  Pacifica 
BAROQUE  ENSEMBLE  performs  early 
music  by  Vivaldi,  Handel,  and  Tele¬ 
mann.  8  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  510-444-4113. 

MAY  14  &  15:  The  SPCA  offers  PET 
FIRST-AID  workshops,  covering  CPR 
and  poisoning  protocols;  please,  no 
pets  in  class.  May  14, 9  am -1  pm;  May 
15, 10  am-2  pm.  243  Alabama  St.  Call 
530-342-1380  to  register. 

MAY  15:  The  West  Portal  Library  cele¬ 
brates  its  65TH  ANNIVERSARY  with  an 
open  house,  music,  refreshments.  10 
am-6  pm.  190  Lenox  Way.  753-7135. 

MAY  15:  Gay  and  Lesbian  Sierrans 
host  a  POTLUCK  PICNIC  for  prospec¬ 
tive  new  members.  11  am-2  pm.  Glen 
Park,  Chenery  and  Elk.  752-7593. 


MAY  15:  Alvarado  School  invites  the 
neighborhood  to  its  SPRING  CARNIVAL 
in  the  schoolyard  at  625  Douglass  St. 

11  am -4  pm.  695-5695. 


Stephen  Kent  plays  the  Australian  Aboriginal 
didjeridu  at  the  Randall  Museum  on  May  15. 


MAY  15:  FiestaVal  at  FAIRMOUNT 
School  features  an  auction,  crafts 
booths,  and  food  from  local  purveyors. 
Noon -5  pm.  65  Chenery  St.  695-5669. 

MAY  15:  Stephen  Kent  performs 
Australian  Aboriginal  music  on  the 
DIDJERIDU.  1  pm.  Randall  Museum 
Theater,  199  Museum  Way.  554-9523. 

MAY  15:  “May  Mahj  Madness”  at  Con¬ 
gregation  Sha’ar  Zahav  features 
MAHJONG  games  and  classes  for 
beginners.  7:30  pm-midnight.  290 
Dolores  St.  861-6932. 

MAY  15:  The  S.F.  Neighborhood  The¬ 
ater  Foundation  presents  a  free  OUT¬ 
DOOR  SCREENING  of  the  S.F.-based 
comedy  film  What's  Up,  Doc?&  pm. 
465-FILM;  www.stntt.org. 


MAY  15  &  23:  CHANTICLEER 
performs  Tomas  Luis  de  Victoria's 
Missa  Salve al  Mission  Dolores  May 
15, 8  pm;  May  23,  7  pm.  3321  16th  St. 
252-8589 

MAY  16:  An  HONORS  RECITAL  fea¬ 
tures  graduating  Community  Music 
Center  students,  in  collaboration  with 
Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music.  4  pm. 

Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St 
647-6015. 

MAY  16:  Music  on  the  Hill  hosts  a 
CONCERT  by  guitarists  the  Falsafi 
Brothers  and  Kamran  Modirian  playing 
the  tonbak.  7  pm.  St.  Kevin's  Church, 
704  Cortland  Ave.  820-1429. 

MAY  1 6— JUNE  13:  RAJKAMAL 
KAHLON  exhibits  “Imports  and 
Exports,"  paintings  on  the  pages  of 
Cassel  I's  Illustrated  History  of  India. 
Sundays,  noon-5  pm,  and  by  appoint¬ 
ment:  ratio3@mac.com.  Ratio  3  Gallery, 
903  Guerrero  St. 

MAY  18:  Dan  Fahey  from  Veterans  for 
Peace  and  environmental  activist  Mau¬ 
rice  Campbell  discuss  the  “Contamina¬ 
tion  of  War,  and  What  We  Can  Do  About 
It,”  at  the  GRAY  PANTHERS  meeting. 
12:30-3  pm,  Unitarian  Universalist 
Center,  1187  Franklin  St.  552-8800. 

MAY  19:  Janet  McCandless  discusses 
healing  emotional,  mental,  physical, 
and  spiritual  bodies  with  CRYSTALS 
and  gemstones.  7-9  pm.  Scarlet  Sage 
Herb  Co.,  1173  Valencia  St.  821-0997. 

MAY  20:  BIKE  TO  WORK  Day  includes 
morning  and  afternoon  Energizer  Sta¬ 
tions  at  various  locations,  and  a  party  at 
the  DNA  Lounge,  11th  and  Harrison, 
from  7  pm  to  3  am.  431 -BIKE. 


MAY  20:  The  25th  annual  senior 
adults'  SENIOR  PROM  features  dancing 
to  live  music  from  Misha's  Band.  12:30 
-3:30  pm.  County  Fair  Building  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  9th  Avenue  near  Lin¬ 
coln  Way  666-7079. 

MAY  20:  UPPER  NOE  NEIGHBORS 
meets  at  7:30  pm  at  the  Upper  Noe  Rec 
Center,  Day  and  Sanchez  285-0473. 

MAY  20-23:  The  Young  People's 
Musical  Theater  Company  performs 
“Strictly  SONDHEIM,"  a  tribute  in  music 
and  dance.  Thurs.-Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun ,  2 
pm.  Randall  Museum,  199  Museum 
Way.  554-9523. 

MAY  21 :  James  Lick  Middle  School  art 
teacher  Alexandra  Redfield's  students 
exhibit  their  ARTWORK  for  sale.  6-8 
pm.  1220  Noe  St.  695-5675. 

MAY  21  &  22:  Performance  Showcase 
2004  winds  up  with  two  evenings  of 
DANCE  from  artists  Sara  Shelton-Mann, 
Stephen  Pelton,  Amy  Seiwert,  Alisa 
Rasera,  Leyya  Tawil,  Tara  Brandel, 
Natasha  Carlitz,  and  Kelly  Kemp.  8  pm. 
St.  Aidan’s  Episcopal  Church,  101  Gold 
Mine  Drive.  584-3526. 

MAY  22:  Jillian  Chelsen  addresses 
"STRESS  MANAGEMENT  for  the  New 
Mother”  at  the  Waiting  Room  Lecture 
Series.  10-11  am.  1448  Church  St. 
Register  at  642-0333. 

MAY  22:  The  Older  Women's  League 
(OWL)  discusses  “HEALTH  CARE 
COSTS  and  Aging  Women.”  10:30  am- 
12:15  pm.  Call  989-4422  for  location. 

MAY  22:  City  Guides  offers  STAIRWAY 
WALKS  in  Eureka  Valley,  Bernal 
Heights,  and  Fairmount  Heights,  all 
beginning  at  1  pm.  557-4266; 
www.cityguidest.org. 


MAY  23:  Andrew  Sean  Greer  and  writ¬ 
ers  from  McSweeney  's  Quarterly  Con¬ 
cern  read  af  a  mini-fundraiser  for 
MODERN  TIMES  Bookstore  2  pm  888 
Valencia  St.  282-9246 

MAY  25:  FILMS  for  preschoolers  3  to 
5  include  Foolish  Frog.  Owen,  and  The 
Dingles  10  and  11  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library.  451  Jersey  St  695-5095 

MAY  26:  Peter  Linenthal  gives  a  lec 
ture,  illustrated  with  historic  photos,  on 
POTRERO  HILL  7  pm  Potrero  Branch 
Library,  1616  20th  St  695-6640 

MAY  26-JUNE  23:  Otis  Haschemeyer 
leads  a  class,  “Starting  Your  Novel,"  at 
the  WRITING  SALON  Wed.  7-9  30 
pm.  673  Moultrie  St  RSVP:  642-9793 

MAY  28:  J.  BYRD  HOSCH  and  friends 
perform  a  children's  show  of  live  music 
and  stories  at  the  Dolores  Park  Caf6 
6:30  pm.  18th  at  Dolores.  621-2936 

MAY  29  &  30:  CARNAVAL  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  features  a  parade  in  the  Mission, 
9:30  am-noon.  For  complete  schedule, 
call  920-0125;  www.carnavatst.com. 

MAY  30:  The  Bicycle  Coalition  hosts  a 
THRIFT  STORE  BIKE  TOUR.  Meet  at  the 
Atlas  Cafe,  20th  and  Alabama.  Call  Kit¬ 
ten,  425-0768;  crafty@tdodhopper.com. 


June  Is  Soon 

The  next  edition  of  the  Voice  will  be 
distributed  on  or  before  the  first 
Friday  in  June,  2004  The  deadline 
for  May  calendar  items  is  May  15. 
Please  note  that  because  of  space 
limitations,  Noe  Valley  events  take 
priority.  Our  address  is  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 1 4  Or  you  may 
send  e-mail  to  zabarska@aol.com. 


FURNISH 
YOUR  LIFE 


Focus  on 
Furniture 

Now  is  the  time  to  focus  on  your 
furniture,  with  INTERIORS 
by  Decorating  Den.  Chairs,  sofas, 
loveseats,  tables,  dressers,  beds  — 
everything  for  every  room  in 
your  house.  We  come  to  you  and 
handle  everything  from  design 
to  product  selection  to 
final  installation. 

Call  now  for  a 
complimentary, 
in-home  consultation. 


INTERIORS 

by  Decorating  Den™ 


Cheryl  Parrott 
415-586-8694 


www.DecoratingDen.com 

Sponsors  of  the  Susan  Ci.  Komen  Breast  Cancer  Foundation 
and  Canadian  Breast  Cancer  Foundation 


■? 


Providing  yon  with  talented  and 
experienced  auto  body  repair  work. 

With  our  team  of  professionals  you  can  expect 
nothing  less  than  "new  car"  results.  So  come 
in  for  touch-ups  or  full  body  repair  today! 


r 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


SAVE  TODAY 

Present  this  ad  at 
time  of  estimate  for 
1 0%  off  labor,  or 
for  insurance  jobs, 
10%  off  your  deductible. 


OFF 
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WINNER 


San  ^Franrisro  Ctjamide 


Readers’  Choice  Award 
Best  Real  Estate  Agent 


TOP  PRODUCER 


REPUTATION  •  RELIABILITY  •  RESULTS 


415-861-5222  ext.380 

email: 

sold@linda-gordon.com 


REAL  ESTATE 

555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Noe  Valley 

Detached  Classic  Victorian 
Offered  at  $729,000 


Semi-Detached  Home 
Douglass  Street  Location 


NEW  LISTING 

16-18  Hoffman  Avenue  •  Two  Fabulous  Units 
$1,295,000 


SOLD 

3516  23rd  Street 
Gorgeous  Victorian  Home 
$1,250,000 
$301,000  over  asking 


SOLD 

461  Douglass  Street 
Lovely  View  Home 
$978,000 

$212,000  over  asking 


"Our  family  would  like  to  express  our  gratitude  for  a  wonderful  experience  in 
the  sale  of  our  house.  Linda  showed  nothing  less  than  professionalism, 
perfection,  pleasantness  and  persistence."  —  The  Chauvins 


Dedicated  to  supporting  charities.  From  each  sale  I  donate  a  portion  to 
Alzheimer's  research  and  to  breast  &  ovarian  cancer  research. 

Let’s  find  a  cure! 

www.linda-gordon.com 


RECYCLE  YOUR 

HOUSEHOLD  BATTERIES 


AT  A  LOCATION  NEAR  YOU... 


Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Universal  Electric:  1551  Clement  at  17th  Ave. 
Standard  Plumbing:  1019  Clement  at  11th  Ave. 

Russian  Hill/Nob  Hill/ Tenderloin 

Brownie's  Hardware:  1563  Polk  at  Sacramento  St. 

Downtown  /  Chinatown 

Camera  Express:  625  Grant  at  California  St. 
Charity  Cultural  Services  Center: 

827  Stockton  at  Sacramento  St. 

Mission  &  Bernal  Heights 

Cole  Hardware:  3312  Mission  at  29th  St. 

Haight  &  Hayes  Valley 

Cole  Hardware:  956  Cole  at  Parnassus  Ave. 
Roberts  Hardware:  1629  Haight  at  Clayton  St. 


Marina  &  Cow  Hollow 

Fireside  Camera:  2117  Chestnut  St.  at  Steiner  St. 
Fredericksen  Hardware:  3029  Fillmore  at  Union  St. 

Financial  District 

Front  Ace  Hardware  195  Pine  at  Battery  St. 

Civic  Center 

Dept  of  the  Environment  EcoCenter  1 1  Grove  at  Market  St 

Potrero  Hill/SOMA/ Mission  Bay 

Appliance  Sales:  840  Folsom  at  4th  St. 

Cole  Hardware:  70  4th  St.  at  Mission  St. 

Rainbow  Grocery:  1.745  Folsom  at  Division  St. 

Portola  &  Visitacion  Valley 

Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel  at  Recycle  Rd. 

Castro  &  Noe  Valley 

Ace  Handyman:  2075  Market  at  14th  St. 


Household  Batteries  can  also  be  dropped-off  at  all  49  Walgreens  Stores. 
Call  1-800-WALGREENS  for  a  store  near  you! 


$F  Environment 


Department  of  the  Environment 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  •  www.sfenvironment.com  •  415.355.3700 


Juliana  Rauch  Landscapes 

The  Needs  of  Our  Clients  &  Clear  Communication  is  Our  Mission 
Women  Owned  &  Operated 

H  Garden  Design  a c  Renovation 
Timely  Installation 
'ft'  Reliable  Maintenance 
S'  Seasonal  Pruning 

H  Organic  Pest,  Disease  &  Weed  Control 
•’  Irrigation  Installation  6c  Repair 

Telephone  415.285.1771  Facsimile  415.285.5225  Email  Jrlandscapes@>hotmail.com 


<KitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Desicn  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KraftMald  CORIAN'  GRANITE  zodiaq- 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  column  that  usually  pro¬ 
files  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
Noe  Valley.  But  this  month  we  feature 
two  existing  merchants,  who  have  ex¬ 
panded  into  bigger  and  better  storefronts 
on  24th  Street. 

Ambiance 

3985  and  3989  24th  Street  near  Noe 
Street 

415-647-7144  and  415-647-5800 

No,  there  is  no  secret  door  joining  the 
new  Ambiance  (3989  24th  Street)  with 
the  old  Ambiance  next  door  (3985  24th 
Street).  You  must  actually  walk  out  the 
front  door  of  one  Ambiance  and  walk  10 
steps  over  to  the  other.  But  since  both 
stores  appear  to  be  packed  at  all  hours, 
this  does  not  seem  to  be  an  impediment 
to  dedicated  Noe  Valley  clothes  hawks. 

When  Ambiance  decided  to  expand 
into  the  former  Workwear  space  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  owners  Donna  and  Kieran  O'Leary 
chose  to  put  new  hardwood  floors  into  the 
two  spaces  while  they  had  the  chance,  and 
then  to  dedicate  the  old  store  to  shoes,  an 
entire  "Wall  of  Shoes,”  in  fact.  Along  with 
the  shoes  is  a  vast  collection  of  purses, 
plus  saleware  from  both  24th  Street  stores 
and  from  the  O’Learys’  two  other  Am- 
biances,  on  Haight  Street  and  Union  Street. 

In  Noe  Valley,  the  new  Ambiance,  with 
the  fancy  black-and-white  awning,  is  the 
mirror  image  of  the  old  Ambiance,  except 
that  the  jewelry  counter  is  now  on  the  left 
as  you  walk  in  the  door.  The  shop  is  filled 
to  overflowing  with  the  kind  of  romantic 
women’s  clothing  that  has  made  Am¬ 
biance  a  magnet  for  the  young  and  trendy. 

The  feminine  threads  run  the  gamut  in 
price,  from  Necessities  T-shirts  ($20)  to 
Betsey  Johnson  chiffon  dresses  ($200). 
Ambiance  also  has  an  abundance  of 
blouses,  skirts,  pants,  and  lingerie.  Stand¬ 
outs  in  early  April  included  a  black-and- 


The  new  Ambiance  provides  a  great  backdrop 
for  (left  to  right)  salesperson  Erin  Browne, 
customer  Cherie  Lebow,  and  store  manager 
Leslie  Holsopple.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


white  stretchy  shell  by  Dess  ($20),  a  rasp¬ 
berry  red  sweatshirt  by  Tabitha  ($95),  and 
slinky  Joe’s  Jeans  ($125).  In  the  shoe  de¬ 
partment,  spring  pumps  in  pink  or  black, 
from  Kenneth  Cole’s  Reaction  line,  were 
skipping  out  the  door  for  $79. 

Ambiance  encourages  fun  and  diver¬ 
sity.  “We’ve  got  something  for  everyone, 
from  hair  clips  for  5-year-olds  to  com¬ 
fortable  shoes  for  Grandma,”  says  assis¬ 
tant  manager  Aimee  Bullington,  who  is 
somehow  able  to  multi-task  and  talk 
about  the  store  while  serving  three  cus¬ 
tomers  at  once.  “We  serve  hip  women 
from  the  Mission  and  Noe  Valley  moms 
with  their  kids  in  strollers." 

The  O’Learys  launched  Ambiance 
about  eight  years  ago.  Donna  O’Leary 
was  a  manager  for  Georgiou  before  that, 
and  says  Ambiance’s  success  is  due  to 
Basic  Retailing  101:  great  clothes  and  ex¬ 
cellent  customer  service. 

The  new  and  old  Ambiance  are  open 
Monday  through  Friday,  1 1  a.m.  to  7 
p.m.;  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  and 
Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


See  Jane  Run  Sports 

3910  24th  Street  near  Sanchez 
415-401-8338 

www.seejanerunsports.com 

It  wasn't  a  huge  move  for  Lori  Shan¬ 
non.  Her  sports  shop.  See  Jane  Run,  had 
been  operating  successfully  on  24th 
Street  next  to  Martha’s  Coffee  for  four 
years.  But  when  the  opportunity  arose  in 
March  to  take  over  a  larger  spot  one 
block  away — on  24th  near  Sanchez — 
Shannon  decided  to  make  the  leap. 

Now,  in  the  storefront  previously  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Toko  Imports,  See  Jane  Run 
has  basically  moved  the  same  amount  of 
stock  into  a  much  bigger  box.  The  result 
is  a  dramatic  improvement,  with  the  shop 
taking  on  an  almost  suburban  air.  More 
space  surrounding  the  displays  means 
more  room  for  customers  to  browse,  and 
the  entire  rear  of  the  store  is  now  dedi¬ 
cated  to  footwear. 

Though  it  has  more  space,  and  a  cool 
yellow  floor,  the  new  See  Jane  Run  is  not 
much  different  from  the  old  one  in  the  in- 


The  gang  at  See  Jane  Run  Sports,  including 
(from  left)  Emily  Buck,  Jessica  Thomas,  and 
Jessica  Fewless,  is  happy  to  be  able  to 
stretch  out  in  the  store’s  new  location  on 
24th  near  Sanchez.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


ventory  (or  philosophy)  department.  Its 
mission  is  still  to  provide  a  non-threaten¬ 
ing  atmosphere  in  which  women  can  buy 
sports  apparel  at  their  own  pace.  As  mar¬ 
keting  manager  Jessica  Fewless  says. 
“We  serve  everyone  from  triathletes  to 
women  deciding  for  the  first  time  to  jog 
around  the  block.  Our  girls  will  spend  45 
minutes  with  any  customer — she  can  try 
on  10  pairs  of  shoes  if  she  likes.” 

The  clothing  and  accessories  are  avail¬ 
able  at  all  prices — water  bottles  or  Fox 
River  running  socks  are  $10:  Hind  Sports 
tops  are  $20  to  $30;  Champion  sports  bras 
also  run  $20  to  $30;  Prauna  climbing  and 
yoga  pants  sell  in  the  $30  to  $40  range; 
Timbuktu  bags  are  $30  to  $  I  (K);  and  you 
can  spend  as  much  as  $  1 35  for  Saucony 
or  Asics  running  shoes,  though  most  shoes 
cost  considerably  less.  Check  out  the 
Merrill  After  Sports  purple  mules  for  $65. 

Fewless,  a  triathlete  herself,  is  excited 
to  announce  that  See  Jane  Run  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  Triathlon  Training  Program,  in 
which  150  women  are  already  participat¬ 
ing — with  the  program  set  to  expand  to 
200  by  summer.  The  first  annual  See  Jane 
Tri  is  set  for  Lake  Berryessa  on  Oct.  9. 

Obviously,  the  store  has  tapped  into  a 
rapidly  growing  desire  among  women  to 
first  become  fit  and  then  expand  their 
workouts  to  w  iden  their  athletic  horizons. 
(Along  those  lines.  Shannon  has  opened 
a  second  See  Jane  Run  in  Oakland's 
Rockridge  District.) 

Hours  at  the  new  24th  Street  digs  are 
Monday  through  Friday.  1 1  a.m.  to  7 
p.m.:  Saturday,  10  a.m  to  6  p.m.;  and 
Sunday,  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  See  Jane  Run 
will  hold  a  housewarming  party  on  Thurs¬ 
day.  May  1 3.  So  you  are  advised  to  run  or 
walk  on  over  to  the  shop  and  see  Jane  eat 
cheese  and  drink  wine  with  all  the  guests. 
Everyone  who  comes  in  to  say  hello  will 
also  receive  a  free  gift. 

Remember  also  that  every  Sunday 
morning.  See  Jane  Run  sponsors  a  5K 
Fun  Run.  It  steps  off  from  in  front  of  the 
store  at  10  a.m. 

— Doug  Konecky 


Dedicated  to  Service 

Representing 
People  and  Properties 
www.  Is  fh  ome.com 
McGuire  Real  Estate 
415-351-4615 


Roland  Jadryev 


An  easy, 

positive 

experience 

where  you're 
treated  lihe 
family  and 
tile  Doctors 
niahe  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

1508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  415.647.6000 


Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S. 


" Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance/' 

Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor. 

State  Farm  is  there.  ® 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON.  ILLINOIS 


Mercy  Doctors  Medical  Group 

is  pleased  to  welcome 


Tracey  Robinson,  M.D. 

Rheumatology 
Internal  Medicine 
Board  Certified 


Now  Accepting  Referrals  and  New  Patients 

One  Shrader  Street.  Suite  640  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94117 
415-752-0100 
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BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE. ..PADS  &  SHOES 


INCLUDES 

•  FREE  BRAKE  INSPECTION 

•  FREE  SAFETY  CHECK 

•  Apply  special 
anti-squeak  treatment 
on  pads 

•  Repack  wheel  bearing 


with  high  temp  grease 

•  Adiust  parking  brake 

•  Refill  system  with  DOT 
3  brake  fluid 

•  Install  new  Bendi* 
quality  pad  or  heavy 
duty  shoes 


•  Inspect  master  \ 
cylinder,  wheel 
cylinder  hoses 
and  caliper 

•  Brake  performance  U? j  t 
road  test 

■  Deglaze  drums  or  rotor 


Pads  &  Shoes  N\/ 

GUARANTEED  FOR 
LIFE! 

FROM 


Turn  Orums  6  Rotors  A  Metallic  Pads  Extra 


*35 


95* 


FRONT  OR  REAR 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


Front  Wheel  Drive  Included 
New  Factory  Parts  for  Imports  A  Domestics  (not  rebuilt) 
FREE  Lifetime  Service  Adjustments 


Start  From 


GUARANTEED 

3  yr.,  30,000  mi.  on  Parts  1  yr.,  1 2,000  mi.  on  Labor 


195* 


Pressure  plate 
Clutch  disc 
Throw  out  bearing 
Pilot  bearing! 

Deglaze  flywheel 
Lubricate  transmission 
spline 

Inspect  &  lubricate  cover 


•  Check  hydraulic  system 

•  Check  front  axel  &  drive 
shaft 

•  Adjust  linkage  or  cable 

•  Check  transmission 

fluid  level  * 

•  Road  test 

•  Safety  check 


$171  * 

■  m  ■  SFArea 
*  Certain  models  Call  for  your  Quote 


2  1 

f  if  applicable,  turn  flywheel  extra 


TIMING  BELT  JAPANESE  &  EUROPEAN  MODELS 


Hidden  behind  a  cover,  you  can’t  see  your  timing  belt.  If  you  have  60,000  miles  or 
more  on  your  original  timing  belt,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your  timing 
belt  breaks,  it  may  cause  costly  engine  damage. 


Start  From 


Includes: 

•  We  will  install  a  new 
timing  belt 


•  Inspect  front  Oil  Seals 

•  Inspect  Fan  Belts 

•  Check  Ignition  Timing 

•  Cars  &  Light  Trucks 


6.  8  Cylinders. 
Power  Steering, 
Air  Conditioning 
cost  extra 


Certain  models 
Call  tor  your  quote 


$12Q95* 

uote  I  mm  s#  NV 


SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE 


3,000  MILE  SERVICE 


*15 


95 


NV 


LUBE,  OIL  &  FILTER 

•  Drain  Oil  &  Refill  Up  to  5  Qts.  of 
Penzoil  or  Kendall  (10-30  Wt.) 

•  Install  New  Purolator  Oil  Filter 

LUBE  CHASSIS 

•  Check  Fluids  as  Needed  •  Transmission, 
Cooling  System,  Anti-Freeze  &  Windshield 
Washer,  Battery  Water,  Brake  Fluids  •  Check 

Air  Filter,  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Rotate  Tires 
Upon  Request 

•  Safety  Check 

Most  cars  &  Light  trucks  Waste  disposal  included 


15,000  45,000  75,000  105,000 


Cars  & 
Light  Trucks 


’99 


QC&4r  Fuel  ln|  Valve 
7  J  ad)  extra  if 


required 


Install  New  Bosch  Nippondenso  Spark  Plugs  • 

Install  New  Air  Filter  •  Install  New  Fuel  Filter  •  Install  PVC  Valve*  • 
Install  New  Cranckcase  Filter*  •  Install  New  Oil  Filter  •  Change  Oil 
Up  to  5  Qts.  of  Penzoil  or  Kendall  •  Check  &  Top  Off  Fluids  as 
Needed  •  Transmission.  Trans  Axel,  Clutch  Hydraulic. 

Differential.  Power  Steering,  Cooling  System  Anti-Freeze,  Battery. 
Brake  Fluids  •  Set  Carburetor  Idle  if  required  •  Adjust  Drive  Belts 
Tension  if  required  •  Adjust  Steering  Gear  Box  if  required  • 

Inspect  Drive-F5n  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Inspect  &  adjust  Brakes*  • 
Inspect  Steering  &  Suspension  •  Inspect  Exhaust  System  • 

Inspect  Under  Carriage  •  Check  &  Adjust  Clutch  Free  Play*  •  Check 
Charging  System  •  Check  Starting  System  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon 
Request*  •  Check  Tire  Pressure  •  Check  Lights  •  Road  Test 


*  ‘  6-cyl  fuel  miection.  plaltnum  plugs.  4x4  extra  Some  models  require  valve  adjustments  to  complete 


FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

New  State  of  the  Art  Equipment  •  16  Lifts  for  Fast  Service  •  We  ll  Beat  Any  Competitor’s  Written  Price! 


DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  &  CLUTCH 


“Best  Brake  &  Clutch  in  Town  Since  1982“ 


431-3700 

740  Valencia  St.  (between  18th  8  19th .  near  BART  8  Muni) 
Monday  —  Friday,  7:30  am  -  6  pm  •  Saturday  8  am  -  6  pm 


*We  do  not  pay  our  service  writers  or  auto  technicians  commissions.  Often,  additionar  parts  or  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete  repair 
properly.  Cost  may  be  substantial.  We  perform  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  Must  present  coupon  when 
service  order  is  written.  NO  EXCEPTIONS!  These  coupons  may  not  be  combined  with  any  of  our  other  offers. 


Craftcare  Hardwood  Floors 

Specializing  in  All  Phases  of  Finished  Wood  Flooring 
WHERE  QUALITY  WORK  IS  OUR  PRIORITY! 
Free  Estimates  www.craftcare.net  (415)  826-6330 
Owner:  Bryan  McCue  •  State  License  #576013 


TAKE  YOUR  USED 


MOTOR 

OIL 

TO  ANY  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS. 


Your  used  motor  oil  can  be  cleaned  and  re-refined  into  new  motor  oil. 
Don't  pour  it  down  the  drain  or  throw  it  in  the  trash.  Recycle  it! 


Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Jiffy  Lube:  6099  Geary,  750-0233 
Kragen:  6101  Geary,  387-1783 
T&R76-2:  301  25th  Ave.,  668-4343 
Firestone:  2800  Geary,  567-331 1 
Kragen:  3855  Geary,  668-5241 
T&R76-1:  3501  Geary,  752-3968  • 

Pacific  Heights  fle  Western  Addition 

Chevron:  2500  California,  567-1 136 

South  of  Market 

Firestone:  1501  Mission  St.,  621-4650 
Jiffy  Lube:  300  7th  St.,  255-0900 
Kragen:  2300  16th  St.,  431-3386 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1401  Mission,  863-3939 
Quality  Tune-Up:  490  S.  Van  Ness,  431-6550 
SF  Honda:  10  S.  Van  Ness,  441-2000 

Potrero  Hill  &  Mission  Bay 

R  +  W  76:  800  Folsom,  982-2836 
S&C  Ford:  21 1  Industrial,  553-4400 

Marina  &  Cow  Hollow 

Kragen:  2246  Lombard,  563-4200 

Portola  &  Visitacion  Valley 

Kragen:  2500  San  Bruno,  656-0696 
Portola  Auto:  2780  San  Bruno,  468-5175 
Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel,  330-1400 

Sunset  &  Parkside 

Kragen:  2150Taraval,  682-9177 
Chevron:  1890  19th  Ave.,  731-2733 
Marks  Unocal  76:  1700  Noriega,  566-0440 


North  Beach  &  Telegraph  Hill 

Port  of  SF:  China  Basin  Pier  52/54,  274-0565 
Port  of  SF:  Hyde  St.  Harbor  &  Jefferson,  274-0565 

Russian  Hill,  Nob  Hill  &  Tenderloin 

Chevron:  2465  Van  Ness,  441-2240 
Jiffy  Lube:  2030  Van  Ness,  922-7258 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1200  Larkin,  673-3441 

Civic  Center 

Quality  Tune-Up:  1 175  Fell,  626-6446 

Downtown  &  South  of  Market 

Union  76:  390  1st  St.,  957-1754 

Mission  &  Bernal  Heights 

Oil  Changer:  198  Valencia,  487-1740 
Unocal  76:  40 1  Potrero,  863-6043 

Bayview  &  Hunters  Point 

ABC  Auto:  1650  Davidson  Ave.,  826-8676 

Excelsior  &  Crocker  Amazon 

Kragen:  1150  Ocean,  585-9800 
Quality  Tune-Up:  4650  Mission,  334-4993 

West  Portal  &  Miraloma 

Claremont  Chevron:  301  Claremont,  753-9552 
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SF  Environment 

Our  N«m.  Our  city.  Our  ph 

City  ood  County  ol  Son  hontitco 
WWW  titnyironmant  com 


For  more  information,  call  the  SF  Environment  hotline:  (415)  554-4333 

Funded  by  a  gronl  from  the  Californio  Integrated  Woste  Management  Board  Call  center  for  hours  of  operatton  and  quantities  accepted 


B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENEBAL  CONTBACTOB 

New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 

Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542 

bryanbirntingham@aol.com 


License  #  706747 

Quality  construction  since  1985 


Groundbreaking 


Landscapes 

custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371  415.699.6209 

Member:  CLCA  www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


Noe  Valley 


ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  1 0  Years  -  Reasonable  Prices  -  Senior  Discounts 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 
Modified  Bitumen  -  Shingles  -  Tiles  -  Slate 
Gutters  and  Downspouts  -  Sheet  Metal  -  Skylights 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident)  at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

State  License  626953 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  2004  35 


Growing  Up 
in 

Noe  Valley 


Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  second  in  an 
occasional  series  of  childhood  remem¬ 
brances  by  Paul  Kantus,  who  was  born 
and  raised  on  Douglass  Street. 

Alvarado  School  Bells 

By  Paul  Kantus 

Now,  when  I  was  a  lad,  growing  up  in 
Noe  Valley  in  the  1930s,  things  were 
a  little  different  than  they  are  today,  es¬ 
pecially  for  those  of  us  who  attended  pub¬ 
lic  school. 

Alvarado  Elementary  School  at  625 
Douglass  Street  drew  strictly  from  our 
immediate  neighborhood.  Kids  who  lived 
further  away,  say  six  or  eight  city  blocks, 
might  go  to  Edison  at  Chattanooga  and 
22nd,  or  to  Kate  Kennedy,  at  the  other  end 
of  the  neighborhood,  on  30th  Street. 

I  attended  Alvarado  in  the  Depression 
years,  from  1931  to  1937,  for  kinder¬ 
garten  through  the  sixth  grade. 

Kindergarten-class  parents  paid  the 
school  to  have  milk  and  graham  crackers 
served  to  the  children  at  midmoming.  I 
remember  getting  my  milk  and  crackers 
for  a  while.  Then  I  was  cut  off,  along  with 
several  other  kids.  Naturally  I  wondered 
why.  The  reason  was  my  father  wasn’t 
getting  steady  work.  He  was  a  marine  ma¬ 
chinist  who  worked  on  repairing  the  Mat- 
son  Line  ships  when  they  were  in  port. 
When  no  Matson  ships  were  at  the  dock, 
there  was  no  work.  So  at  times  our  fam¬ 
ily — I  was  an  only  child — found  it  hard 
to  pay  for  niceties  such  as  milk  and  crack¬ 
ers  at  school. 

I  also  remember  when  I  was  a  member 
of  the  Traffic  Patrol  in  sixth  grade  and  we 
marched  with  all  the  other  schools  in  a  big 
parade  at  Civic  Center.  We  were  supposed 
to  wear  white  shirts  and  white  sweaters, 
but  my  folks  couldn’t  afford  to  buy  me  a 


white  sweater,  so  someone  else  (another 
parent?)  loaned  me  one  for  the  parade. 
There  were  also  a  couple  of  years  when  I 
didn’t  get  class  pictures,  because  my  par¬ 
ents  couldn’t  pay  for  them. 

But  we  had  fun  anyway.  We  started 
school  at  eight  in  the  morning  and  went 
home  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  re¬ 
cess  both  morning  and  afternoon  and  a 
lunch  break.  Since  1  lived  only  a  block 
from  school,  I  went  home  for  lunch. 

All  the  teachers  were  women  in  those 
days.  I  remember  one  year  how  puzzled 
we  were  when  Miss  Bresler  came  back 
from  summer  vacation  with  a  different 
name  as  Mrs.  somebody. 

The  woman  I  remember  most  clearly 
was  Miss  Torpey,  the  vice  principal.  We 
called  her  “Torpedo”  behind  her  back. 
She  was  in  charge  of  the  schoolyard  dur¬ 
ing  recess.  She  brooked  no  rough  playing 
in  the  yard.  She  would  grab  a  recalcitrant 
kid  by  the  ear  and  march  him  up  to  the 
principal’s  office.  She  carried  a  large  brass- 
clappered  bell  with  a  wooden  handle, 
which  she  rang  to  get  a  young  miscreant’s 
attention.  And  should  the  poor  misbegot¬ 
ten  soul  try  to  run  away,  she’d  throw  the 
bell  at  the  kid,  and  with  pretty  good  aim. 

She  was  tough,  but  she  was  also  fair. 
She  would  listen  to  your  side  of  the  story. 
And  my  deaf  friend  Teddy,  who  lived 
across  the  street  in  the  tiny  little  house  on 
the  corner  of  Douglass  and  Alvarado,  at¬ 
tended  Miss  Torpey ’s  lip-reading  class. 

One  of  my  friends  in  the  third  grade 
was  Jimmy  H.  He  smoked!  He  would  buy 
a  dime  pack  of  Domino  cigarettes  at  the 
corner  store  at  23rd  and  Eureka,  saying 
they  were  for  his  father.  Before  the  bell 
rang  in  the  mornings,  he  would  stash  his 
pack  in  a  little  hiding  place  under  one  of 
the  kindergarten  rooms.  Then  he  would 
have  to  stop  at  the  principal’s  office  and 
empty  out  his  pockets  on  Mrs.  O'Con¬ 
nor’s  desk.  If  there  were  no  cigarettes,  he 
could  go  to  class.  Jimmy  was  short  for  his 
age  in  those  days.  I  wonder  if  it’s  true 
about  smoking  stunting  your  growth. 

Because  my  mother  taught  me  to  read 
at  a  very  early  age,  the  school  system  de¬ 
cided  to  have  me  skip  a  grade.  I  was  led 
up  to  the  third-grade  class  on  the  second 
floor  and  told  to  read  a  paragraph  that  was 
posted  on  the  blackboard.  I  did  so  rapidly, 
and  I  was  told  to  take  an  empty  seat.  My 


Alvarado  School  was  a  grand  edifice,  with  Corinthian  columns  and  other  neo-classical 
ornamentation,  when  it  was  first  constructed  on  Douglass  Street  in  1926. 


mother  was  called  down  to  the  school  for 
a  discussion,  and  I  kept  the  seat  in  the 
third  grade. 

The  only  problem  I  had  was  that  I  was 
always  a  year  younger  than  my  class¬ 
mates  all  through  school.  So  in  those 


early  years,  my  classmates  were  bigger 
than  I  was,  and  you  know  what  that  meant 
in  the  pecking  order! 

However,  sometime  during  my  three 
years  at  James  Lick  Junior  High,  I  caught 
up— in  height  anyway.  ■ 


Paul  Kantus  (third  row,  second  from  left)  and  most  of  his  Alvarado  classmates  walked  to  school  each  day.  Some  even  went  home  for  lunch. 


Photos  courtesy  of  Noe  Volley  Historical  Archives 
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As  unique  as  San  Francisco  itself 
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HERTH 


555  Castro  Street  •  415-861-5200  •  www.herth.com 


GARDEN 


uettetv  Sheet 

GARDENS 


1074  Guerrero  Street 

(between  22nd  8  23rd  Streets) 

(415)  648-2670 

GuerreroStreetGardens.com 


GARDEN  VARIETY  E  EXOTIC  PLANTS 
GARDEN  FURNITURE  E  FURNISHINGS 


OPEN  EVERYDAY 


we  art  ns  kw.eti.cu.lows  ns  you  nre! 

►I/WCY  BOWS  Vttl  lAktlkvg 


Woman-owned  ^  operated 
3.J-  years'  experience 
Interior  exterior  expert  painting 
Color  consultations 
Lead  education  and  detection 
Licensed  and  Insured 


415-864-7400 


another  project  designed  by 
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DESIGN 


♦  ARCHITECTURE 

♦  INTERIOR  DESIGN 


f*  LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 

Nidi  CHARGE  FOR  FIRST  CONSULTATION 
P95MIT  EXPEDITING  AVAILABLE 


vox:  415.  695.  2700 
seadot@pacbell.net 
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Illustrated 
Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


The  Smile — A  Story 
with  Teeth  in  It 

Columnist  emeritus  Florence  Holub,  85, 
originally  wrote  and  published  this  col¬ 
umn  about  her  dental  adventures  in  the 
May  1992  Voice.  Now,  18  years  later, 
she  regularly  visits  Dr.  Kinney  on  24th 
Street,  and  as  far  as  the  new  teeth  go, 
‘‘I’ve  still  got  ’em,"  she  says. 

One  day  last  month,  I  paid  a  visit 
to  our  friendly  Security  Pacific 
Bank  [now  Washington  Mutual] 
at  the  comer  of  Noe  and  24th  streets. 
Finishing  my  business,  I  smiled  at  the 
helpful  person  behind  the  desk,  and  she 
responded  by  complimenting  me  on  my 
teeth.  I  told  her  that  Dr.  Barry  Kinney, 
just  down  the  block,  deserved  the  credit. 
And  since  no  one  was  waiting  for  her 
attention,  I  proceeded  to  relate  my 
remarkable  dental  history,  which  began 
in  the  early  1930s. 

I  entered  my  teens  with  perfect  teeth, 
except  for  one  slightly  out-of-line  lower 
incisor.  Then  one  day,  as  I  was  taking  a 
drink  of  water  at  Aptos  Middle  School’s 
playground  fountain,  a  mischievous 
friend,  meaning  to  douse  my  face, 
instead  banged  my  front  tooth  against 
the  metal  spigot.  The  next  morning  my 
mouth  was  swollen  and  throbbing.  I  had 
an  abscessed  tooth. 


My  mother  immediately  took  me  to 
an  old-fashioned  dentist  on  Market 
Street,  who  told  us  that  the  tooth  had  to 
be  pulled.  Unwilling  to  accept  this 
dreadful  diagnosis,  and  hoping  for  a 
more  optimistic  second  opinion,  my 
mother  then  consulted  a  young  dentist 
schooled  in  the  very  newest  methods, 
who  was  located  at  29th  and  Mission. 


His  name  was  Dr.  George  Arvonen  (the 
great  uncle  of  Noe  Valley  dentist 
Coragene  Savio),  and  we  were  thrilled 
when  he  assured  us  he  could  save  the 
tooth.  Dr.  Arvonen  drained,  disinfected, 
and  filled  the  root  canal,  and  his  handi¬ 
work  has  survived,  more  or  less,  to  this 
day. 

With  time,  the  tooth  darkened 
slightly,  so  Dr.  Arvonen  bleached  it 
with  many  agents,  even  Clorox.  When  it 
was  beyond  bleaching,  he  fitted  it  with  a 
porcelain  cap,  which  looked  wonderful 
but  was  prone  to  cracking  whenever  it 
connected  with  something  hard — like 
the  rock  candy  egg  that  a  gentleman 
friend  gave  me  one  Easter  Sunday.  The 
egg  had  a  tiny  pastoral  scene  inside  that 
you  could  peek  into,  and  an  edible  but 
hard  shell.  Meaning  to  nibble  off  just  a 
little  of  the  decoration,  1  bit  daintily  into 
my  gift.  1  was  filled  with  alarm  when 
my  tooth  split  in  half,  and  there  went 
the  porcelain  cap. 

For  the  rest  of  that  Sunday  in  the 
park,  beneath  my  flowery  Easter  bonnet, 
I  was  left  with  a  ridiculously  damaged 
smile.  And  after  that,  my  dentist  had  to 
replace  a  number  of  porcelains,  until 
more  durable  plastic  became  available. 

When  it  was  time  to  sprout  wis¬ 
dom  teeth.  X-rays  revealed 
that  both  of  my  lower  ones 
were  headed  in  the  wrong  direction. 
Instead  of  standing  upright,  they  were 
coming  in  sideways,  emerging  from  my 
jawbone  like  a  couple  of  subterranean 
bulldozers,  pushing  all  of  my  lower 
teeth  forward  and  squeezing  the  already 
misaligned  incisor  even  further  out.  The 
bad  incisor,  in  chewing,  hit  the  corre¬ 
sponding  upper  incisor  with  every  bite  I 
took,  forcing  it  forward  too.  So  in  time  I 
had  two  instead  of  one  protruding  tooth, 
a  misdirected  bite,  and  a  covert  smile. 

When  my  husband  Leo  and  I  moved 
to  Grass  Valley  for  a  few  years,  I  visited 
the  orthodontist  to  see  if  he  could  fix 
my  mouth.  To  my  dismay,  he  explained 
that  it  had  become  possible  to  straighten 
teeth  by  grinding  each  individual  tooth 
until  the  teeth  themselves  would  do  the 
moving,  instead  of  the  braces.  He  also 
told  me,  much  to  my  relief,  that  in  my 
case  this  procedure  was  counterindi- 
cated  because,  dentally  speaking,  I  was 
“an  old  woman”  at  the  age  of  26. 

When  we  moved  back  to  Noe  Valley 
in  the  ’50s,  Dr.  Kinney  became  our 
family  dentist.  I  often  asked  him  to  pull 
out  that  troublesome  bad  tooth,  but  he 
would  always  retort,  “There  are  no  bad 


teeth!"  When  the  two  adjoining  incisors 
had  almost  grown  together  behind  the 
protruding  “bad”  one,  however,  and  ' 
when  I  could  no  longer  bite  properly, 
or  dare  to  smile.  Dr.  Kinney  agreed  to 
consult  an  orthodontist  friend.  Dr. 
Michael  Horii. 

Together  they  collaborated  on  a  cor¬ 
rective  process  that  would  take  only 
eight  months.  And  while  they  were  at  it, 
I  ordered  a  new  cap  for  my  dead  tooth, 
and  another  for  the  adjoining  live 
incisor,  which  was  worn  and  chipped 
almost  down  to  the  dentin  after  40  years 
of  chewing. 

Dr.  Kinney  pulled  the  bad  tooth,  and 
Dr.  Horii  wired  my  remaining  lowers 
with  braces  designed  to  close  up  the 
empty  space.  As  I  sat  in  his  waiting 
room  with  ail  of  the  kiddies  there  to 
have  their  bands  tightened,  I  could  not 
help  thinking  (at  67  years  of  age)  that  I 
must  undoubtedly  be  his  oldest  patient. 
But  Dr.  Horii  treated  me  the  same  as 
everyone  else,  giving  me  a  little 
portable  collapsible  toothbrush,  as  well 
as  a  T-shirt  decorated  with  the  word 
"Braces”  in  Chinese,  English,  Spanish, 
German,  and  French. 

Friends  and  family  found  great 
humor  in  my  incongruous  combination 
of  gray  hair,  bifocals,  and  (ho,  ho,  ho) 
braces! 


Finally,  the  happy  day  arrived  when 
the  braces  were  taken  off  to  reveal,  for 
the  first  time,  perfectly  aligned  lower 
teeth.  Next,  Dr.  Kinney  cemented  the 
new  crowns  he  had  made  for  my  two 
front  teeth,  and  when  he  brought  out 


the  mirror,  we  both  beamed  with  satis¬ 
faction. 

Now  everyone  admires  them.  One  of 
my  friends  told  me  that  she  wishes  she 
had  spent  her  money  on  her  teeth 
instead  of  a  trip  to  China.  Another 
friend  did  have  her  front  teeth  capped, 
but  unfortunately  they  didn’t  last, 
because  her  gums  and  roots  weren’t 
strong  enough. 

In  my  case,  the  end  result  is  that  I 
enjoy  and  show  off  my  teeth  a  lot. 
Perhaps  that  is  why  the  woman  in  the 
bank  noticed. 

As  I  got  up  to  leave  her,  a  lady  sitting 
at  the  next  desk  remarked,  “I  was  listen¬ 
ing  in.  Would  you  show  me  your  teeth?" 

Happily  I  complied,  then  headed  for 
the  door,  past  another  lady  sitting  on  a 
chair  who  said,  “Can  I  see  too?” 

So  I  gave  her  my  widest  display  of 
ivories.  In  fact,  I  smiled  all  the  way 
home.  ■ 
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Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 


•  Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning  Straightener 

•  Curly  hair  experts  available 

Color  or  Straightener  20%  off 

for  new  clients  only 


Two  locations  j 
to  serve  you 


1599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 


Where  culture  and  hair  come  together 


Open  7  Days 

www.hairplay.com 


The 

Scarlet  Sage 
Herb  Co. 


organic 

herbs  and  extracts 
vitamins  &  supplements 
natural  body  care 
homeopathy 
flower  essences 
aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 


11:00  a.m.-6:30  p.m. 
Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 

Herbalists  on  staff 
Classes  offered 


Victorian  •  Arts  &  Crafts 
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3961  24th  Street  across  from  Bell  Market  415.695.0506 

Fine  art  supplies  on  24th  Street  in  Noe  Valley! 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST 

paints,  brushes,  pastels,  inks,  calligraphy  supplies,  art  papers,  pads,  easels 

and  more! 

JUNE  CLASSES  NOW  READY  FOR  ENROLLMENT 

Childrens  Classes:  Beginning  Drawing  •  Oil  Pastels 
Adult  Classes:  Beginning  &  Intermediate  Soft  Oil  Pastels  •  Oil  Painting  •  Acrylics  •  Calligraphy 

All  Ages:  Bookmaking 

If  you  feel  you  are  qualified  to  teach  a  class,  please  write  a  summary  proposal 
and  drop  it  off  at  the  store  or  fax  it  to  415.285.4068  attn:  David  Eiland 

Monday  through  Saturday  -  10  to  7  •  Sunday  -  10  to  6 
A  NEW  ADVENTURE  BROUGHT  TO  YOU  BY  JUST  FOR  FUN.1 


GREAT  RATES 

-  ACT  NOW  ! 

1-Year  CD 

1.95% 

Annual  Percentage  Yield 

Minimum  Deposit  $5,000 

Gold  Money  Market  Account 

1.50* 

Annual  Percentage  Yield 

Minimum  Deposit  $10,000 

Annual  percentage  yield  (APY)  effective  April  1 9,  2004.  There  is  a  minimum  balance  requirement  of  $5,000  to  obtain  the 
stated  APY  for  the  1  -  Year  CD.  There  is  a  minimum  balance  requirement  of  $10,000  to  obtain  the  stated  APY  for  the  Gold 
Money  Market  Account.  Rates  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Early  withdrawal  penalties  may  be  imposed.  Fees  may 
reduce  earnings  on  the  account.  FDIC  insured  to  applicable  limits.  For  more  information,  request  the  Account  Disclosures 
and  Schedule  of  Fees  and  Charges. 


Sequoia  National  Bank 


65  Post  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  94104  •  415-781-0600 
699  Portola  Drive  •  San  Francisco  •  94127  •  415-661-4800 
mber  FDIC  WWW.SQNB.COM 

■ 

Me  Smf  $>A%TY$ft©f 

Sunday,  May  9,  2004 

Make  Mom's  special  day  a  memorable  one  —  present  her 
with  one  of  our  unique  gifts! 

We  can  fill  all  your  Graduation  needs  too 

Paper  Products  •  Cards  •  Balloons  •  Great  Gifts 


Free  Gift  Wrap  with  your  Mother's  Day  purchase 

K  1600  Church  Street  at  28th  •  415-824-0414 

12  no6n  - 6  p.m.Tues.  -  Fri.  •  10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  Sat.  •  10  a.m.-  3  p.m.  Sun. 

_ _ I 


Value  Your  Vacation? 

Building  dream  vacations  for  Noe  Valley  neighbors  since  1998  - 
the  specialists  at  Value  Vacation  can  customize  your  adventure. 


♦  Fall  Getaways 
&  Family  Travel 

♦  Food  &  Wine 
Tours,  Cooking 
Schools 

♦  Art  & 
Architecture 
Tours 

♦  Gay  Friendly 
Itineraries 


Tahiti,  Fiji, 
South  Africa  - 
ask  for  Ellen 

Brazil,  South 
America  - 
ask  for  Angelo 

Hawaii, 
Mexico, 
Caribbean  - 
ask  for  Lei 


CST  #2052962-40 


Value  Vacation 


3901  23rd  Street  at  Sanchez  •  415-824-2550 
www.valuevacation.com 


Savor 

The 

Flavor 


Qt 


(415) 

282-0919 


1500 

Church  Street 
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Douglass  Park  Delight.  Max  Thorne  celebrated  his  seventh  birthday  with  the  help  of  some  pals.  Front  row  from  left:  Jessica  DellAgostino,  Max,  Caio  Driver, 

Michael  DellAgostino.  Back  row:  James  Scott  and  Max’s  sister, Taylor  Thorne.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
in  Keeping  with  International  Standards 


All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

NOW  ENROLLING  FOR  FALL  2004 

Please  call  for  dates  of  parent  information 
meetings  and  interviews 

♦ 

•  •  •  CREATIVE  SUMMER  2004  •  •  • 
July  19  —  August  6 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 


CRISSY  FIELD  CENTER 

Summer 

Camps  2004 


Experience  your  National  Park  in 
a  new  way,  every  day... 


Don't  miss  this  chance  to  spend  a  unique, 
unforgettable  summer  in  your  national  park  next 
door!  Be  a  Junior  Ranger,  Fabulous  Food  Chef, 
Presidio  Trekker,  or  Animal  Adventurer  and 
experiment  with  tools  of  the  trade  like  GIS 
Cybertrackers,  microscopes  and  walkie-talkies 
on  a  series  of  exciting  ventures. 


All  Crissy  Field  Summer  Camps  combine 
fun  with  environmental  education.  Explore 
your  creative  genius  in  our  cutting-edge  media, 
ecology  and  art  labs,  before  heading  outdoors 
to  investigate  the  wonder  of  the  natural  world 
around  us. 


Weeklong  day  and  overnight  camps 
June  14 — August  20,  2004 
Ages  6  to  11 

Fees  from  $299  to  $399  per  camp 
Scholarships  available 


Visit  www.crissyfield.org 

or  call  (415)  561-7762  for  a  brochure  and  more  information. 
Space  is  limited,  sign  up  early. 


The  Crissy  Field  Center  is  located  in  the  Presidio 
of  San  Francisco  and  is  a  partnership  project  of 
the  Golden  Gate  National  Parks  Conservancy 
and  the  National  Park  Service. 


COLOEN  GATE 

NATIONAL 

PARKS 

CONSERVANCY 
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Live  Oak  School 


JUNE  21 -AUG IVn&mST 

lower  school 

Kinder »*-ten  to  S1*- Cooking, 
Arts  and  Crafts, Swimming, 
Fun  with  Science, Drama-Video, 
Indoor  and  Outdoor  Activities 


JUNE  21- JULY  It  !S«T 

UPPER  SCHOOL 

to  6^  *  Learn  to  be  a  Chef, 
Hip-Hop  Madness,  Actors  Studio, 
Mystery  Computer  Lab,  and 
Counselor-In-  Training 


$200/week  Sign  up  for  one  to  eight  Weeks.  $25  non- refundable 
deposit  to  reserve  space  each  week.  TVogram  dag-  Inm-  3>fm 
Ev+ended  Cw.6*<-1a$.  3r-fcP  for  additional  $c5o/weeK.  Closed  July  *f . 

Contact  Elena  Valencia  .Summer  Director.  IK.  6U- 68*10.  f*c8U-H53  www.liveoaKsf.org 


Apron/  Struia 


Where,  Kids  Cook,! 

A  fun  and  event? Ve  environment 
where  children  lo  years  and  older 
learn  to  cook  and  bake. 

After  school  cooking  classes, 

Individual  Saturday  morning  boot  camps, 

4  and  5-  day  culinary  camps, 

Private  lessons  and  parties. 

Bands  pn-Safe-Fun! 

For  more  information 
Call  Apron  Strings: 

Call:  (415)  55o-7976  •  FAX:  (415)  648-6384 


Noe  Valley 
Family  Medicine 

3700  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


n 


John  Pierce,  MD 
Rong  Shen,  MD 
Tatiana  Reardon,  ANP 


our  board  certified  physicians  and  nurse  practitioner 
are  dedicated  to  serving  your  healthcare  needs 

please  feel  free  to  contact  us  for  an  appointment 

Phone:  415-285-4490 
Fax:  415-285-7629 

Web:  http://www.geoclties.com/nvfm2004 


Snivel  Am  pucAUr 


June:  Dance  Mission  Studios 
August:  Noe  Valley  Ministry 


Ages  3-17  years 

Do  you  want  to  learn 
and  have  fun? 

Well  here's  how  it's  done! 


DWC'DSiTiEvM 


(30&88S8* 


C'HiNESE 


NOW  ENROLLING! 

CALL  415.550.7915 


Adopting? 

Newborns  •  Toddlers 
Stepparent  •  Domestic  Partners 
International  Re-adopt 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  limited  to  adoption 
Susan  Romer,  PhD,  Attorney  at  Law 

415-643-4523 

1191  Church  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
E-mail:  adamsromer@aol.com 
www.1-800-U-ADOPT-US.COM 


Caring  for  Children  Ages  2-6  Since  1 972 


Big  City  Montessori  School 


Year-Round  Program  Open  7  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

•  Warm  and  caring  tenured  staff 

•  Toddlers  in  diapers  are  welcome 

•  On-site  age-appropriate  playground 


“I  will  recommend  this  school  to 
anyone  who  wants  the  best  for 
their  child.” 

Susan  I,  BCMS  Mom 


www.BigCityMontessoriSchool.com 


415-648-5777 


240  Industrial  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94124 

(located  at  the  foot  of  Bernal  Heights) 


License  No  380503028 


Mike’s  of  Noe  Valley 

Complete  SHOE  REPAIR  Service 


REN1S?  ( 


SPENCO’ 


Expert  Repairs  &  Service 


Rockports  /  Redwing  /  Timberland 
Resoling 

Shoe  &  Boot  Stretching 
Spenco  Dealer  (authorized) 


■  Orthopedic  Repair 

■  Zipper  Replacement 

■  Leather  Dyework 

■  Fabric  Dyework 

■  Western  8c  Hiking  Boots  Specialists  ■  Handbag,  Belt,  Tote  8c  Soft 

■  Birkenstock  Repairs  (authorized)  Luggage  Repairs 

■  Shines  ■  Shoecare  /  Footcare  Accessories 

4071  24th  Street  -  SF  -  CA  94114 
415-821-2094 

Hours:  Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  7  p.m.  ■  Sat.  9  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 
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Family  \»\  i:\ri  ki  s 

ARE  WE 
THERE 
YET? 

C  /.  o  s  /;  7  0  // «  a/  /; 


Zinging  Through 
Zeum — It’s  a  Breeze 

By  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins 

We’re  supposed  to  be  making  tie- 
dyed  kites,  but  Miles,  8,  and  I  have 
become  distracted  by  the  myriad  “wind" 
things  to  see  at  the  Whoosh!  exhibit  in 
Zeum — the  art  and  science  museum  on 
the  rooftop  at  Yerba  Buena  Gardens. 

My  attention  is  drawn  to  the  ceiling, 
where  dozens  of  colorful  birds,  airplanes, 
and  kites  rustle  in  the  wind  created  by  two 
fans  set  high  up  on  the  wall.  Miles  dis¬ 
covers  an  organ,  which  is  activated  by 
foot  pumps  that  push  wind  through  vari¬ 
ous  pipes  to  create  a  cacophony  of  sounds 
including  birdsong,  harmonica  tunes,  and 
even  a  rumbling  foghorn. 

Meanwhile,  our  pal  Zoe,  8,  who  is 
sporting  purple  and  green  stripes  in  her 
hair,  has  set  up  shop  at  the  kite-making 
table.  Following  the  instructions  of  her 
friendly  Zeum  guide  Christina  Linezo,  25, 
Zoe  folds  a  sheet  of  Tyvek  (a  fibrous 
archival  paper  that’s  perfect  for  kite-mak¬ 
ing)  into  a  small,  tight  square.  She  dips 
the  edges  into  pots  of  neon  paint.  Her  fin¬ 
gertips  turn  blue  and  pink  as  she  squeezes 
the  excess  liquid  off  her  kite  before  unfold¬ 
ing  the  paper  to  reveal  a  colorful  square 
that  looks  terrific  next  to  her  hair.  She  sets 
the  sheet  on  the  drying  rack  and  joins 
Miles  at  the  “You’re  Flying”  installation. 

The  kids  position  themselves  in  front 
of  a  flat  green  wall  and  strike  Superman 
poses  as  they  watch  themselves  (on  TV 
monitors)  “flying”  through  clouds  high 
above  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge. 

“Yikes!”  yells  Zoe,  as  Miles  appears  to 
nearly  collide  with  a  bridge  stanchion. 
"Don’t  crash.” 


The  pedestrian  bridge  over  Howard  Street 
is  the  yellow  brick  road  to  other  attractions 
like  the  Metreon  theater  complex. 


Next,  they  duck  behind  the  plastic  flaps 
that  surround  “Bird’s-Eye  View,”  a  mul¬ 
timedia  project  that  allows  the  kids  to 
navigate  a  flight  over  a  projection  of  San 
Francisco.  They  manipulate  a  round  table 
to  try  to  direct  their  “bird”  to  Noe  Valley, 
but  very  quickly  lose  control  and  hurtle 
into  the  Financial  District. 

Other  installations  in  the  gallery  allow 
kids  to  create  objects  like  windsocks, 
wind  chimes,  and  windmills,  using  such 
time-honored  craft  supplies  as  buttons, 
pipe  cleaners,  lids  from  baby-food  jars, 
and  battered  keys,  which  look  incongru¬ 
ous  inside  Zeum’s  sleek,  modem  space. 


Zoe  presents  the  actors  she’s  groomed  for  roles  in  a  claymation  movie  created  at  Zeum. 


not  even  noticing  that  she's  getting  a  les¬ 
son  on  the  physics  of  wind  and  flight.  She 
chooses  a  tail  from  a  colorful  bin  of  pa¬ 
per  and  mylar  strips,  and  attaches  it  to  the 
kite.  The  hot,  still  day  has  given  way  to  a 
typical  windy  late  afternoon,  and  she  and 
Miles  bolt  out  the  door  to  try  her  kite  on 
the  lawn  in  front  of  Zeum. 

It  goes  upon  the  first  try,  and  Miles  and 
Zoe  are  gleeful. 

“Who  knew  that  you  could  make  a 
kite?”  Miles  says. 

“Who  knew?”  says  his  mother,  who 
didn’t  know  you  could  buy  one  at  the 
store  until  she  was  a  teenager. 

The  kids  race  across  the  Howard  Street 
pedestrian  bridge  without  noticing  that 
Zeum  offers  two  more  stories  of  studios 
and  galleries,  where  visitors  can  create 
karaoke  music  videos,  digital  artwork, 
and  lots  of  other  cool  projects.  Maybe 
we’ll  explore  those  when  we  return  to 
make  Oogie  Boogie  and  Lightning  Boy: 
The  Sequel. 


Our  friend  Sadie,  3,  rushes  up  to  show 
us  the  butterfly  she’s  created  from  a 
clothespin,  a  coffee  filter,  and  a  pipe 
cleaner. 

“I  made  it  myself,”  she  cries,  launch¬ 
ing  it  into  the  air  for  a  brief  flight. 

Zoe  and  Miles  hop  on  a  bright  yellow 
seesaw.  A  set  of  bellows  underneath  each 
seat  pumps  wind  through  a  series  of  plas¬ 
tic  pipes  that  can  be  attached  to  penny 
whistles,  train  whistles,  harmonicas,  and 
flutes  to  create  symphonic  arrangements. 

It  doesn’t  take  them  long  to  discover 
that  one  pipe,  when  properly  manipu¬ 
lated,  can  create  a  loud  wind  sound  that 
is  considered  rude  in  certain  company. 
They  are  laughing  so  hard  that  I  fear  that 
they  might  launch  themselves  right  off 
the  seesaw.  When  the  other  kids  in  the 
gallery  get  a  load  of  the  trick,  a  line  forms 
at  the  seesaw,  and  Miles  and  Zoe  reluc¬ 
tantly  give  up  their  seats. 

The  Wind  Wall,  featuring  dozens  of 
square  window  fans  blowing  full  blast, 
gives  kids  the  opportunity  to  test  out  their 
wind  creations.  One  little  girl  frantically 
tries  to  launch  her  kite  and  gets  wrapped 
up  in  her  string.  She  giggles  as  an  adult 
attempts  to  detangle  her  in  the  wind. 
Miles  and  Zoe  put  their  faces  close  to  the 
fans  and  start  singing,  creating  a  deep  vi¬ 
brato  in  their  voices. 

We  step  onto  the  outdoor  deck  and 
smack  rubber  paddles  against  giant  Pan 
flutes  made  of  PVC  piping.  Our  impro¬ 
vised  percussion  seems  to  meld  with  the 
traffic  from  Fourth  Street,  a  story  below  us. 
We’re  just  starting  to  groove  when  Miles, 
an  avid  cartoonist,  spots  his  buddy  Nick, 
8.  in  the  museum’s  claymation  studio. 

“Mom,”  he  whispers,  awed  at  the  stu¬ 
dio’s  shelves  of  handmade  superheroes. 
“Check  that  out.” 

We  stare  for  about  a  nanosecond  before 
Miles  whips  inside.  By  the  time  I  reach 
his  table.  Miles  is  already  molding  red 
clay  to  a  wire  humanoid  figure.  Zoe,  an 
animal  lover,  has  chosen  the  dog  figure. 

“The  wires  are  like  the  bones,”  Miles 
says.  “You  stick  the  red  clay  on  for  the 
muscles  and  then  the  colored  clay  on  for 
the  skin  and  the  clothes.” 

I  have  no  idea  how  he  learned  this  in 
the  time  it  took  me  to  walk  at  adult  speed 
from  the  deck  to  the  studio,  but  it  sounds 
right.  Zoe’s  mom  joins  us,  and  we  start  on 
our  own  figures. 

Miles  checks  out  Nick’s  “Lightning 
Boy,”  a  bright  red  superhero  with  a  yel¬ 
low  lightning  bolt  on  his  chest,  and  im¬ 
mediately  asks  Zoe  for  help  creating  a 
lightning  bolt. 

“I'm  good  at  those,”  Zoe  says. 

“My  guy  is  going  to  be  like  a  Ray  Har- 
ryhausen  monster,”  Miles  says,  referenc¬ 
ing  the  special  effects  pioneer  who  cre¬ 
ated  such  classic  films  as  The  Seventh 
Voyage  of  Sinhad.  He  affixes  Zoe’s  pur¬ 
ple  bolt  to  his  monster’s  wrist  and  dubs 
him  “Oogie  Boogie.” 

Zoe’s  mom,  Laura,  is  creating  a  pink 


human  with  colorful  dreadlocks  that  re¬ 
semble  Zoe’s  striped  hair. 

“She’s  me!”  Zoe  squeals.  “Give  her 
earrings  and  a  bellybutton  shirt!” 

Zoe  gives  her  dog  a  set  of  black  spots 
and  a  pair  of  floppy  ears.  “Woof,”  she 
says.  If  the  dog  weren’t  so  miniature, 
you’d  think  it  was  real. 

My  cowgirl  is  turning  out  to  be  so 
skinny  that  the  weight  of  her  enormous 
blue  cowgirl  hat  throws  her  off  balance. 
1  give  her  a  pair  of  oversized  pink  boots 
to  help  keep  her  upright. 

We  join  Nick  and  his  dad  at  the  movie 
set,  which  features  a  handmade  Seuss- 
like  tree,  molded  green  hills,  and  an  un¬ 
dersea  backdrop.  A  computer  with  a  still 
camera  attached  is  set  up  to  capture  the 
action.  What  might  have  been  a  straight¬ 
forward  film  about  a  struggle  between 


WHOOSH!  YOU'RE  THERE 

The  Zeum  museum  is  located  at  221 
Fourth  Street  at  Howard,  a  short  walk 
from  the  Powell  Street  BART  Station. 

Admission  to  Zeum  will  be  free  May 
8-16  in  celebration  of  the  18th  annual 
Youth  Arts  Festival — a  nine-day  show¬ 
case  of  art  works  made  by  students  in  San 
Francisco  schools. 

Normal  admission  is  $7  for  adults;  $5 
for  youths  4  to  18;  and  free  for  kids  un¬ 
der  4.  Hours  during  the  school  year  are 
Wednesday  through  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.  Zeum  is  also  open  during  most 
school  holidays  and  Tuesday  through 
Sunday  during  the  summer  months. 

For  information,  call  4 1 5-777-2800  or 
zip  online  to  www.zeum.org.  ■ 


Miles  is  transported  as  he  plays  percussion  on  the  oversize  Pan  flutes  on  the  deck  outside 
Zeum’s  wind  gallery.  Photo s  by  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins 


good  and  evil  evolves  into  a  complex, 
admittedly  opaque  epic  about  a  cowgirl, 
a  hippie,  a  monster,  a  superhero,  and  the 
force  of  evil. 

Zoe  decides  that  her  dog  doesn’t  fit  into 
the  action  and  watches  from  the  sidelines, 
as  Miles  and  Nick  direct  the  minute 
movements  that  each  figure  must  make  to 
create  a  realistic  movie. 

After  a  20-minute  shoot,  the  film  de¬ 
buts  to  much  cheering.  The  cowgirl  ropes 
the  evil  guy  as  Oogie  Boogie  and  Light¬ 
ning  Boy  slide  down  the  tree.  Then  the 
hippie  girl  jumps  on  Oogie  Boogie.  Then 
Oogie  Boogie  and  Lightning  Boy  win. 
We’re  all  unspeakably  proud. 

The  Academy  Awards  people  don’t  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  anywhere  in  sight,  so  we  rush 
back  to  the  wind  gallery  to  finish  up  Zoe’s 
kite.  The  Zeum  guides  help  Zoe  assem¬ 
ble  the  frame  and  sew  a  bridle  (the  thing 
that  holds  the  string)  to  the  front  of  the 
kite.  The  guides  explain  the  importance 
of  curves  and  balance.  Zoe  takes  it  all  in. 


Since  1973 


SYNERGY 

SCHOOL 


Grades  K  -  8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 


4 1  S-S67-6 1  77 

www.synergyschool.org 
1 387  Valencia  Street  at  25th 
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FAMILY  DENTISTRY 

of  Noe  Valley 

welcomes  new  patients  and  old  friends 

General  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 
Children  and  Adults 

Dr.  Nisha  Krishnaiah  •  Dr.  Kira  Eldemir 
Dr.  Trung  Pham 


Open  Monday  -  Friday  8  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Saturday  by  Appointment 

4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond) 

415-285-7007 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 


your  child  is  musical' 

Join  a  Spring  Class  Now! 

April  12  -  June  21,  10  Weeks 
Mon.  -  Sat.  Mornings  and  Afternoons 

Six  Locations  including  Noe  Valley 
Come  to  a  Free  Demo  Class!! 

Infants,  Toddlers,  Preschoolers,  Parents 
SONGS  MOVEMENT  RHYTHYM  CHANTS 
and  INSTUMENT  PLAY 


MUSIC 


TOGETHER 


-y-*  ^  :>*  I?*-  y-f 


415-596-0299 

www.musictogethersf.com 


it  ^ 

Hr 


MISSION 

DOLORES 

SCHOOL 


Mission  Dolores  School 
3371  16th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Currently  accepting  applications 
for  the  2004-2005  school  year 
for  Grades  K-7 

To  schedule  an  appointment 
for  a  school  tour 
or  application  information 
please  call  415-861-7673 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


jA° the  c/% 


Join  us  for  Godly  Play. 


Sunday  School  at  Holy  Innocents, 
your  neighborhood  Episcopal  church. 

Developed  and  classroom  tested  for  more  than  twenty  years,  our  Sunday  School  Is 
based  on  the  Montessori  tradition  of  education.  Called  Godly  Play,  it  provides 
children,  ages  3  to  10,  the  opportunity  to  discover  their  own  relationship  with  God 
through  the  language  of  sacred  stories,  parables,  liturgical  actions  and  silence. 

WonJrfp 
Sundays 

9:00  a.m.  -  Holy  Eucharist  with  Hymns 
10:00  a.m.  -  Sunday  School  and  Child  Care 
1 1 :00  a.m.  -  Choral  Eucharist 
Wednesdays 
6:00  p.m.  -  Holy  Eucharist 

Holy  Innocents  Episcopal  Church 

455  Fair  Oaks  Street  (between  Delores  and  Guerrero,  25th  and  26th) 

For  more  information  please  contact 

The  Rev  Rosa  Lee  Harden  (415)  515-0425.  vicar@holymsf.org.  www.holy1nst.org 


SMALL  FRYS 

Noe  Valley’s  Favorite 
Children’s  Store 

Supporting  Our  Neighborhood  and 
Outfitting  Noe  Valley  Kids  for  more 
than  13  Years 


Star  Rated: 

One  of  San  Francisco’s  Best! 

—  Best  Places  City  Guide 


SMALL  FRYS 

4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  (415)  648-3954 

Children’s  sizes  0  to  7  (girls  dresses  to  1  4).  Open  every  day. 


Family  Practice 


Ayr il  Swan,  MD,  and  Daphne  Miller,  MD 
Board  Certified  Family  Practitioners 

•  Personalized  medical  care 

for  infants,  children,  teenagers  &  adults 

•  House  calls 

•  Convenient  hours  —  evenings  and  Saturdays 

•  Balanced  use  of  Western  and  Natural  healing  approaches 

1448  Church  Street  at  Cesar  Chavez 
For  appoinments:  (415)  642-0333 
www.drdaphne.com 
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JAMES  LICK 

Talent  Show  Crowd  Overflows 
Auditorium 

Late  arrivals  for  the  2004  James  Lick 
Talent  Show  on  April  7  found  standing 
room  only  as  friends,  parents,  and  neigh¬ 
bors  Filled  the  school’s  spacious  audito¬ 
rium  on  Noe  Street.  Opening-night  ex¬ 
citement  permeated  the  halls  while 
dozens  of  young  performers  waited  back- 
stage  to  entertain  their  exuberantly  cheer¬ 
ing  friends  and  justifiably  proud  families. 

From  the  percussive  thunder  of  the 
James  Lick  Drum  Group  to  the  spectacu¬ 
lar  gymnastics  of  Devin  and  Marta  Hen¬ 
derson,  everyone  (including  those  who 
had  to  watch  from  the  doorways)  enjoyed 
a  vibrant  evening  of  well-crafted  per¬ 
formances.  Joining  the  customary  lineup 
of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  dance, 
and  comedy  for  the  first  time,  the  James 
Lick  Fashion  Extravaganza,  coordinated 
by  Vanessa  Mathews,  wowed  the  crowd 
as  23  students  pranced  and  swaggered 
across  the  stage,  modeling  styles  ranging 
from  hip-hop  finery  by  Baby  Phat  to  ath¬ 
letic  wear  from  local  retailer  See  Jane 
Run.  The  entire  show,  including  five  stu¬ 
dent  MCs  and  performances  by  the 
Mambo  Queens,  Glamorous  Classy  Di- 
vaz,  and  Da  Tazmaniakz,  repeated  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  for  the  student  body.  Bravo. 

A  Day  of  Kindness 

Are  bullying,  name-calling,  and  cruel 
gossip  inevitable  hallmarks  of  the  middle 
school  experience,  or  can  they  be  avoided? 

Last  month,  as  part  of  a  district-wide 
project  for  middle  schools,  James  Lick 
students  observed  a  Day  of  Kindness  by 
gathering  to  talk  about  incidents  of  ha¬ 
rassment  or  intimidation  they  might  have 
seen  or  experienced  at  school  or  in  the 
community.  They  also  learned  to  identify 
different  forms  of  obvious  and  subtle  bul¬ 
lying,  and  developed  strategies  to  protect 
themselves  and  each  other  from  such  un¬ 
wanted  behavior. 

In  a  related  event,  parents  attending 
Coffee  with  the  Principal  on  March  26 


participated  in  similar  discussions  led  by 
students  from  the  school’s  Peer  Re¬ 
sources  Program.  These  students,  who 
counsel  classmates  on  some  of  the  con¬ 
flicts  they  encounter  in  school,  drama¬ 
tized  examples  of  bullying  and  demon¬ 
strated  conflict-management  solutions. 

James  Lick  staff  member  Roberto 
Pena,  who  worked  for  five  years  with  the 
mayor’s  office  on  gang  prevention  pro¬ 
grams,  provided  parents  with  an  over¬ 
view  of  the  challenges  kids  face  today. 
Speaking  in  both  Spanish  and  English,  he 
explained  how  to  identify  and  prevent 
drug  use  and  gang  involvement  before 
they  can  become  established  behaviors. 

Art  Show  and  Sale 

If  you’ve  never  seen  an  art  show  at 
James  Lick,  you’re  in  for  a  real  treat  on 
Friday  evening.  May  2 1 ,  when  art  teacher 
Alexandra  Redfield  and  her  students  in¬ 
vite  you  to  the  Art  Room  from  6  to  8  p.m. 
for  an  exciting  show  and  sale  of  art  cre¬ 
ated  this  year.  Don’t  miss  it! 

Car  Wash  and  BBQ 

You  are  also  invited  to  join  us  for  a  spir¬ 
ited  car  wash  and  delicious  barbecue  on 
Saturday,  May  8,  from  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  in 
the  upper  yard  (enter  on  25th  Street).  Pro¬ 
ceeds  will  support  publication  of  next 
year’s  school  yearbook. 

Ice  Cream  Social  for  Incoming 
Sixth-Graders 

Incoming  sixth-grade  families  will  be 
welcomed  to  the  James  Lick  community 
with  bowls  of  ice  cream  from  4  to  5  p.m. 
on  Saturday,  May  22. 

Carnaval! 

Mother  Earth  will  shake,  rattle,  and 
samba  on  Sunday,  May  30,  when  James 
Lick’s  colorful  contingent  of  drummers, 
stilt  walkers,  and  dancers  hits  the  pave¬ 
ment  for  this  year’s  Carnaval  Parade 
through  the  Mission  District.  The  James 
Lick  group  has  been  practicing  together 
and  performing  at  Carnaval  for  several 
years,  and  they  are  thrilling  to  watch, 
whether  live  at  the  parade  or  at  home  on 
your  TV.  The  parade  starts  at  24th  and 
Bryant  streets  at  9:30  a.m.,  and  snakes 
along  Mission  and  1 7th  streets,  ending  up 
at  the  Harrison  Street  Carnaval  Festival 
around  noon.  (For  the  full  scoop,  see 
www.carnavalsf.com.) 


Dinner  with  the  Principal 

Join  James  Lick  Principal  Janice 
Daniels  for  a  special  dinner  on  Thursday 
night.  May  13,  at  the  Mission  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Cultural  Center.  This  event,  spon¬ 
sored  by  GEAR  UP,  will  replace  the  final 
Coffee  with  the  Principal  for  the  2003-04 
school  year.  Please  call  the  school  to  con¬ 
firm  time  and  date. 

Come  to  Lunch,  Neighbors 

The  Merchants’  and  Community  Al¬ 
liance  will  meet  for  the  last  time  this 
school  year  on  Wednesday,  May  26,  at 
12:30  p.m.,  with  lunch  provided.  Noe 
Valley  merchants  and  neighbors  are  wel¬ 
come  to  attend. 

How  to  Contact  James  Lick  School 

Call  our  new  message  service  for 
same-day  response:  415-436-0349.  Or 
you  can  come  to  the  school  at  1220  Noe 
Street  between  25th  and  Clipper  streets. 
Contact  Parent  Liaison  Denise  Rueda  at 
415-695-5675. 

Again,  thank  you  for  sharing  your 
ideas,  talents,  enthusiasm,  and  support. 

— Sue  Catloche 

ALVARADO 

The  Mirror  Dance 

On  Thursdays  at  7:50  a.m.,  right  after 
the  morning  bell  rings,  Artist-in-Resi- 
dence  Sean  McMahon  climbs  onto  the 
roof  of  Alvarado  School  and  begins  danc¬ 
ing.  As  the  music  starts,  the  children  as¬ 
sembled  on  the  playground  put  down 
their  backpacks  and  mirror  his  lively 
movements,  sliding,  jumping,  or  hopping 
to  the  left,  then  repeating  the  same  action 
to  the  right.  For  the  school  staff  and  par¬ 
ents  who  put  down  their  coffee  cups  and 
join  in,  this  is  much  better  than  caffeine. 

McMahon  works  with  groups  of  chil¬ 
dren  throughout  the  school,  rendering  el¬ 
ements  of  dance,  Pilates,  and  yoga — in¬ 
cluding  counting  and  breathing. 

“If  you  have  a  stuffy  nose  today,  it’s 
okay  to  breathe  in  through  your  mouth,’’ 
he  assures  a  first-grade  class. 

Every  eight  weeks,  McMahon  and  Al¬ 
varado’s  other  artists-in-residence  meet 
with  classroom  teachers  to  plan  hands-on 
arts  activities  that  will  broaden  the  stan¬ 
dard  curriculum  for  grades  K-5.  Children 
experience  the  world  through  their 


senses,  and  each  of  the  eight-week  arts 
programs  stimulates,  sharpens,  and  re¬ 
fines  these  critical  pathways  to  the  brain. 

The  fifth-graders  filing  into  ceramicist 
Paul  Lanier’s  studio  are  not  entering  an¬ 
other  classroom  but  the  workspace  of  a 
professional  artist,  filled  with  the  tools  of 
his  trade  and  his  own  works-in-progress. 
Today  these  children  are  carrying  draw¬ 
ings  of  animal  heads  that  they  will  create 
in  clay  for  a  class  project  on  totem  poles. 
As  they  watch  Lanier  demonstrate  vari¬ 
ous  techniques,  their  hands  mirror  his 
hands,  and  their  minds  store  lifelong 
memories  about  the  tactile  qualities  of 
clay,  the  shapes  of  wild  animals,  and  the 
symbolic  meaning  of  totem  poles. 

Music  teacher  Katherine  Baird  intro¬ 
duces  a  group  of  percussion  instruments 
to  a  circle  of  kindergartners  seated  on  the 
floor,  classifying  them  according  to  their 
materials:  skin,  wood,  or  metal.  After  the 
children  select  which  instrument  they 
want  to  play,  each  child  has  a  chance  to 
create  a  rhythm  that  the  others  will  repeat 
with  their  own  instruments.  Then  Baird 
places  three  hoops  on  the  floor,  and  puts 
a  skin,  wood,  or  metal  instrument  by  each 
one.  When  she  steps  into  one  (or  more) 
of  the  circles,  only  the  instruments  of  that 
type  are  played.  Some  of  the  children  take 
turns  leading  the  group,  mirroring  Baird’s 
“conducting.” 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  arts  pro¬ 
grams  currently  operating  at  Alvarado. 
Talented  visual  artist  Marissa  Kunz’s 
presence  is  felt,  even  when  she’s  not  in 
the  building.  Last  month,  her  students’ 
drawings  of  scary  “monsters”  lurking  un¬ 
der  collages  of  transparent  tissue  paper 
brightened  the  walls.  Michelle  Holdt’s 
exciting  theatre  arts  program  concluded 
in  the  fall,  but  she’s  still  around  to  coor¬ 
dinate  scheduling  for  all  the  artist-in-res- 
idence  programs  at  Alvarado. 

It  is  impossible  to  imagine  losing  any 
one  of  these  talented  individuals.  But 
enormous  budget  deficits — at  the  district, 
county,  state,  and  yes,  national  level — are 
threatening  our  school’s  resident  artists. 
The  artists  themselves  are  scrambling  to 
find  new  sources  of  support  to  supple¬ 
ment  the  PTA’s  already  extensive  fund¬ 
raising  efforts. 

These  challenging  times  call  for  cre¬ 
ative  solutions.  We  will  need  all  the  help 
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HOMEBIRTH 

IN  £»  r: 

NOE 

VALLEY 

Homebirth 

Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 

Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 

A’A»A»A 

WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 

www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 

Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


Gary  Small 

Realtor 

4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415.695.7707  ext  240 
415.695.1  106  fax 
1-800.890.9894  pager 
garyssmall@  aol.com 


Top  Producer 

2003 


44  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  2004 


Katherine 
Michiels 
School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 

A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education, 
creative  shared  play,  and  structured  activities  —  an 
active  school  experience  for  growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  5  YEARS  AND  ELEMENTARY 
Infants  -  Preschool  -  Pre-K  •  Kindergarten  -  1st  through  5th  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  •  Evening  Care  2:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Summer  Day  Camp 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 

presents 

•  •  •  CREATIVE  SUMMER  •  •  • 
2004 

July  19  —  August  6 

for  Girls  and  Boys 
Grades  1  —  8 

Creative  Expression 
Dance 

Music  (vocal) 

Sports  (including  gymnastics) 

Visual  Arts  and  Drama 

Class  Demonstrations  on  Friday,  August  6th 

Hours:  8:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  •  Extended  Care  is  available 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 
For  Registration  Information,  call 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 


CARTY 
OVING 


415-642-0399 

Cell:  415-377-0662 

NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL  OR  TOO  LARGE 

Experts  at  hoisting  what  doesn’t  fit 
through  doors  and  stairways. 

Piano  moving  specialists. 

Last  minute  moves  welcome. 
Full  packing  and  unpacking 
service  available. 

Loading/Unloading  of  rental  trucks 

CALT  189107  •  INSURED  PL  4  PD 


We’ll  Help  You 
Buy  a  Nest 
In  Marin 

Mill  Valley,  Larkspur, 

San  Anselmo,  Fairfax 
are  progressive,  active 
communities  that  offer: 

•  Excellent  Schools 

•  Fine  Vintage  Homes 

•  Affordable  Prices 

•  Sunny  Summers 

Call  Realtors® 

Laura  Toland 

& 

Jim  Toland 

415-272-1063 

Web  site:  www.TolandRE.com 
email:  TolandRE@aol.com 

We’ll  sell  your  San  Francisco  property 
and  help  you  buy  a  nice  home  in  Marin 


REAL  ESTATE  &  MORI  GAGE  NETWORK 


Fastest  Growing  Brokerage 
In  The  North  Bay 


At  Children’s  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  sixth  graders  with  _  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm 
animals  and  an  enchanting  organic  garden. 

It’s  the  perfect  setting  for  an  educational 
program  that  is  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded 
in  the  concept  of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills 
a  passion  for  learning  and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self, 
for  others,  for  ideas  and  for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


ASK  ABOUT 

OUR  PLAN  FOR  EXPANSION 
6th  grade  begins  fall  2003. 
7th  grade  begins  fall  2004. 
8th  grade  begins  fall  200S. 


om  DM  Ks 

DAY 

SCHOOL 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  and  17th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 
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we  can  get  to  save  the  outstanding  pro¬ 
grams  that  have  made  Alvarado  an  ex¬ 
emplary  public  school. 

If  you  feel  like  helping  to  sustain  the 
arts  at  Alvarado,  checks  can  be  made 
payable  to  Alvarado  PTA  Arts  Fund  and 
mailed  to  Alvarado  School,  Attn:  PTA 
Treasurer,  625  Douglass  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  If  you  have 
fundraising  ideas  or  questions,  call  Josie 
Iselin  at  824-7482  or  e-mail  her  at 
josieiselin@earthlink.net. 

Weiner  Seeks  School  Board  Seat 

David  Weiner,  principal  of  Alvarado 
Elementary  School  and  a  former  teacher 
at  De  Avila  Elementary  School,  formally 
announced  his  candidacy  for  the  San 
Francisco  Board  of  Education  at  a  rally 
and  picnic  on  May  2  at  Douglass  Park. 

Weiner  is  the  only  candidate  running 
who  has  served  as  a  principal  and  teacher 
in  San  Francisco’s  public  schools.  If 
elected  to  the  school  board,  he  says  he 
will  work  to  bring  the  kinds  of  innovative 
programs  we  have  at  Alvarado  to  all 
schools  in  San  Francisco. 

Cinco  de  Mayo  Assembly  May  7  will 
celebrate  Cinco  de  Mayo  and  Latino  Her¬ 
itage  at  9  a.m.  and  again  at  6:30  p.m. 

The  Youth  Arts  Festival  at  Zeum 
(above  Yerba  Buena  Gardens)  will  be  open 
weekends  1 1  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  and  weekdays 
10  a.m.  to  5  p.m..  May  8  through  16. 

The  Alvarado  Spring  Carnival  hap¬ 
pens  on  May  15,  starting  at  1 1  a.m.  and 
running  through  the  afternoon,  in  the 
schoolyard. 

Chat  with  Principal  David  Weiner 


on  the  first  and  third  Fridays  from  8  to  9 
a.m.  For  more  information,  call  4 1 5-695- 
5695  or  visit  the  school’s  web  site  at 
www.alvaradoscliool .net .  The  address  is 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado  Street. 

— Sue  Cattoche 

FAIRMOUNT 

Kids  Off  to  Camp 

As  music  pounded  out  of  the  speakers 
and  the  cool  evening  air  wafted  over  the 
patio  at  El  Rio  one  night  last  month,  Fair- 
mount  parents  and  teachers  boogied 
down  to  salsa,  hip-hop,  and  rock  music. 

School  Principal  Karling  Aguilera- 
Fort  pulled  parents  onto  the  dance  floor 
at  the  Mission  Street  nightclub  and  helped 
them  practice  salsa  steps  they  learned  at 
a  recent  PTA  meeting. 

It  was  just  before  spring  break  and  every¬ 
one  was  ready  to  party,  but  there  was  a 
good  cause  as  well:  the  crowd  was  rais¬ 
ing  money  to  help  Fairmount’s  fourth- 
and  fifth-graders  take  an  extended  field 
trip  to  Westminster  Woods,  an  outdoor 
education  camp  near  Occidental,  Calif. 

“We  went  there  four  years  ago,  and 
we’ve  been  talking  about  doing  it  again 
for  a  long  time,”  said  fourth-  and  fifth- 
grade  teacher  Maureen  Sullivan.  “We  fi¬ 
nally  said.  Let’s  just  do  it.  A  lot  of  the  kids 
have  never  been  camping,  never  been 
away  from  home.” 

The  trip  will  take  place  over  three  days 
and  two  nights  in  May.  “They’ll  be  do¬ 
ing  day  hikes  along  the  creek,”  said  Sul¬ 
livan.  "There  are  trained  naturalists  who 
will  teach  them  about  life  cycles  of  the 
forest  and  redwood  forest  ecology.” 

Parents  donated  from  $5  to  $20  for  the 
evening’s  entertainment  at  El  Rio,  which 
included  a  music  deejay  and  a  spread  of 
tamales,  beans,  and  rice  cooked  by  par¬ 
ents.  That  night,  they  raised  $1,218, 
bringing  them  just  a  few  dollars  from 


their  goal  of  $10,000  to  fund  the  trip. 

The  rest  of  the  money  was  raised  by  T- 
shirt  sales,  donations,  and  "Sweet  Fri¬ 
days,"  held  throughout  the  spring.  At 
these  after-school  events,  students  were 
selling  smoothies,  pizza,  and  cookies 
they'd  made  themselves. 

Lion  King  Declared  'Great' 

The  Orpheum  Theater  may  never  be¬ 
fore  have  had  an  audience  like  this  one. 
The  packed  house  cheered  wildly  for  the 
hero,  let  out  loud  “Awww’s"  when  the 
main  character’s  father  died,  and  sang 
along  to  the  songs. 

The  entire  student  bodies  of  Fairmount 
Elementary,  Roosevelt  Middle,  and  Bal¬ 
boa  High  schools  went  to  see  The  Lion 
King  one  recent  Wednesday  afternoon, 
and  the  seats  were  hopping  with  excite¬ 
ment. 

“It’s  about  when  Simba’s  a  little  kid,” 
said  first-grader  Nicholas  Weisenberger, 
explaining  the  plot  a  few  days  later.  “Part 
of  it  is  the  bad  guys  and  a  bunch  of  hye¬ 
nas  and  camels  come  and  all  the  cheetahs 
are  crying.” 

Nicholas  threw  his  arms  out,  his  eyes 
wide:  “It  was  great.” 

The  three  schools  had  been  chosen  by 
the  show’s  producer,  Carole  SHorenstein 
Hays,  to  be  beneficiaries  of  a  special  per¬ 
formance  a  couple  of  months  ago.  That 
performance  resulted  in  each  of  those 
schools  netting  upwards  of  $75,000.  Prin¬ 
cipal  Aguilera-Fort  and  the  Fairmount  staff 
are  still  working  out  a  plan  for  the  money. 

Shorenstein  Hays  was  moved  to  put  on 
the  benefit  when  she  heard  about  how 
budget  cuts  were  affecting  schools.  After 
visiting  many  places,  she  chose  the  three 
San  Francisco  schools,  along  with  the  or¬ 
ganic  garden  founded  by  Alice  Waters  at 
Berkeley’s  Martin  Luther  King  Middle 
School,  because  she  liked  their  commu¬ 
nities  and  felt  their  students  could  bene¬ 
fit  from  a  budget  boost. 


Amazing  Values  at  FiestaVal 

Fairmount  invites  neighbors  to  Fies¬ 
taVal,  the  annual  spring  party,  to  sample 
food,  participate  at  craft  booths,  watch 
kids  dance  Ballet  Folklorico,  and  buy 
auction  items  and  raffle  tickets  for  a 
chance  to  win  prizes  donated  by  families 
and  local  merchants. 

The  festivities  will  take  place  from 
noon  to  5  p.m.  on  Saturday,  May  15,  at 
the  school,  65  Chenery  (at  Randall). 

Gift  certificates  for  the  auction  have 
been  donated  by  Incanto,  Curves,  Just  for 
Fun,  Noe  Bagel,  Cover  to  Cover,  the  Ark, 
Cotton  Basics,  Eric’s  Restaurant,  Terra 
Mia,  One  Stop  Party  Shop,  Jaboh  Salon, 
Noe  Valley  Bakery,  and  many  other 
restaurants  and  merchants  near  and  far. 

To  view  the  auction  items,  visit 
http:llfairmountfiestuval.or}’.  Here  are  a 
few  more  items  to  whet  your  appetite:  a 
two-night  getaway  for  two  at  Harbin  Hot 
Springs;  five  days  of  dog  walking  serv¬ 
ices;  a  pair  of  tickets  to  the  San  Francisco 
Jazz  Festival;  salsa-merengue  classes  at 
Mission  Cultural  Center;  and  four 
roundtrip  tickets  on  Amtrak  from  Oak¬ 
land  to  Sacramento.  Hmmm.  you  could 
go  lobby  Gov.  Scharzenegger. 

— Jan  Ruiz 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675 
Janice  Daniels,  Principal 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 
David  Weiner,  Principal 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 


WWW.LISALEFKOWITZ.COM 

423I  -  24TH  STREET  @  DIAMOND  |  4i5.826.933O 
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Open  Sun.  —  Mon.  1 1 
Tues.  —  Fri.  10  —  8 
Sat.  9:30  —  6:30 


and  Day  Spa 


www.lsaSalon.com 


1401  Castro  St.  (at  Jersey)  S.F.  •  415-641-8948 


Celebrating  20  Years  in  Noe  Valley 

Clinical  Skin  Care  at  Isa's 


Specializing  in  treatments  for  acne,  brown  spots,  uneven  skin  tones. 

(me  lines  and  wnnkles 

Featuring  Image  Facial  Peels  using  Lactic,  Salicyclic  and  Glycolic  adds 

We  Perform  Microdermabrasion:  •  Diminish  the  appearance  of  toe 

lines  wnnkles  and  other  minor  skin 
damage 

•  Decrease  the  visible  signs  of 
enlarged  pores,  sun  damage  and 
skin  discoloration. 

■  Encourage  cell  renewal 
«  Undog  pores 

«  Benefit  all  skin  types  and  textures. 


Tea  Room 

& 

In  honor  of  all  mothers  around  the  world, 
Lovejoy’s  will  donate  a  portion  of  May’s  profits  to 
Women  for  Women  International,  a  non-profit 
organization  helping  women  victims  of  war  move 
from  crisis  and  poverty  to  self-sufficiency. 

For  more  information,  please  visit  www.womenforwomen.org 

1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 
415-648-5895  • 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 
Wednesday  -  Sunday  ii:oo  a.m.  —  6:oo  p.m.  •  Fiuday  11:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 
Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 


Institute  for  Internal  Transformation 

Qi  Gong  Classes 

Noe  Valley  Ministry,  Starting  April  15th 
Thursdays  6:15pm  -  8pm,  $20  per  class 

oa  Improve  health  and  vitality 

ca  Study  with  USA  master  instructor  of  Taijiwuxigong 
ca  Refresh  your  mind  and  develop  clarity 
ca  Learn  to  move  with  confidence  and  power 
ca  Develop  Dantien  force  and  open  meridians 
ca  Discover  true  spontaneous  movement 

www.internaitransformation.com 


Friday, 
June  25 
5  p.m. 


LEARN  THE  ART  OF  TEA  LEAF  READING 


TEA  ROOM 


With  author  and  psychic  June  Ahern 


A  Fun 
and 

Delicious 

Affair! 


Cost  -  $30  (includes  workshop  and  tea/meal 
To  register,  or  for  details,  contact  June  at  415-648-9236  or  register  online: 
www.sfcoaching.com/workshops 


REAL  ESTATE 


Each  office  independently  owned  &  operated. 


Best  Choice  Realty 


1679  Church  St 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
(415)  648-7355 

A 

Never  pay  5-6%  to  sell  your  home  again! 
Save  with  a  set  fee  of  only  $9950! 

-  Save  thousands  with  a  better  way  to  sell  &  buy  real  estate 

-  No  Advance  Fee,  payable  only  when  property  is  sold 

-  Guaranteed  Weekly  Advertising 

-  Internet  Marketing  w/  Virtual  Tours 

-  Licensed  Real  Estate  Professionals 

-  Full-Service  Brokerage 

-  Sellers  call  for  a  free  consultation  today! 

-  Buyers  call  to  hear  about  our  current  listings! 

/ 

*  Fee  may  vary  depending  on  property  value  &  total  services  rendered. 


PAPER 


Discount  Prices  Outlet  Store 


Store  Moving 
CLEARANCE  SALE 

Everything  in  the  Store 

50%  -  75%  Off! 

All  Greeting  Cards  50c 
Sale  Ends  June  15 


Mother's  Day 

Cards  &  Gifts 


Open  Monday  -  Saturday,  10  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 

Sunday,  Noon  -  5  p.m. 

1309  Castro  (near  24th  Street,  next  to  Waigreen's)  415-643-9954 
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BOOKS  in  our  BRANCH 


This  month's  hook  list,  chosen  by  Noe  Valley  librarians  Carol  Small  and  Wayne  Donica, 
features  Arianna  Huffington’s  latest  political  punditry,  a  picture-book  biography  of  Erik 
Satie,  and  a  toddler’s  view  of  the  world  from  a  stroller.  To  find  out  which  selections  are 
available,  call  695-5095,  log  onto  n~n  w.sfpl.org,  or  visit  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at 
451  Jersey  Street  near  Castro.  Besides  books,  the  library  has  magazines,  videos,  DVDs,  music 
CDs,  and  the  archives  and  index  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice.  You  can  also  dive  into  the  Wall  Street 
Journal  and  the  New  York  Times,  or  peruse  the  library’s  collections  of  books  in  Spanish  and  on 
women’s  history.  Branch  hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  Wednesdays,  1  to  9  p.m.; 
Thursdays,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Fridays,  1  to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Adult  Fiction 

<$>  In  Nicole  Louise  Reid’s  first  novel.  In  the 
Breeze  of  Passing  Things,  10-year-old  Iva 
Giles  resents  her  mother  for  moving  her  and 
her  younger  sister  to  a  series  of  new  homes 
after  their  father  becomes  mentally  ill. 

«  Living  in  a  remote  Manchurian  town  in 
the  1930s,  a  16-year-old  girl  becomes  disil¬ 
lusioned  with  love  and  escapes  into  a  game, 
in  The  Girl  Who  Played  Go,  by  Shan  Sa. 

V  Great  Neck,  an  800-page  epic  by  Jay  Can¬ 
tor,  is  about  a  group  of  friends  who  join  the 
civil  rights  and  peace  movements  while  grow¬ 
ing  up  on  Long  Island  in  the  1960s  and  ’70s. 
4’  The  line  between  reality  and  unreality  is 
blurred  in  The  Effect  of  Living  Backwards, 
Heidi  Julavits’  black  comedy  about  a  pair  of 
sisters  involved  in  an  airline  hijacking. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

In  /  Love  Being  a  Mom,  Therese  J.  Bor- 
chard  examines  the  common  bonds  of  moth¬ 
erhood  and  the  intimate  experiences  that 
create  unique  mother-child  relationships. 

<£■  Pathologies  of  Power:  Health,  Human 
Rights,  and  the  New  War  on  the  Poor,  by 
doctor  and  anthropologist  Paul  Farmer, 
explores  the  institutional  roadblocks  to  the 
eradication  of  poverty  and  disease. 

$>  Attorney  Michael  Christopher  Carroll’s 
Lab  257  investigates  a  U.S.  government  germ 
warfare  research  facility  operating  since 
1954  on  an  island  off  the  coast  of  New  York. 

In  Fanatics  and  Fools,  syndicated  colum¬ 
nist,  talk  show  host,  and  former  state  guber¬ 
natorial  candidate  Arianna  Huffington  gives 
her  “game  plan  for  winning  back  America” 
by  defeating  George  W.  Bush  in  November. 

Dr.  David  Servan-Schreiber  offers  seven 
natural  treatments  for  stress-related  disor¬ 
ders,  in  The  Instinct  to  Heal,  focusing  on 
the  brain’s  own  healing  mechanisms. 

Children’s  Fiction 

V  In  Trucks:  Whizz!  Zoom!  Rumble!  author 
Patricia  Hubbell  and  illustrator  Megan 
Halsey  show  us  many  different  types  of 
trucks  and  some  surprising  drivers,  against  a 
backdrop  of  unusual  collages.  Ages  2  to  4. 

<§>  Baby  Radar,  written  by  Naomi  Shihab 
Nye  and  illustrated  by  Nancy  Carpenter, 
tells  about  an  action-packed  outing  from  the 
point  of  view  of  a  toddler  riding  in  a 
stroller.  Ages  2  to  4. 


<$■  If  you  want  to  learn  what  to  do  and  what 
not  to  do  when  you’re  sick,  you  can  follow 
the  tips  in  How  Do  Dinosaurs  Get  Well 
Soon?  by  Jane  Yolen,  with  humorous  illus¬ 
trations  by  Mark  Teague.  Ages  3  to  6. 

By  showing  what  happens  when  friends 
go  to  a  birthday  party  without  taking  gifts, 
James  Rumford  expresses  some  ideas  about 
friendship  in  Nine  Animals  and  the  Well, 
which  is  also  a  counting  book.  Ages  5  to  7. 

<?■  In  Sheila  Hamanaka’s  Grandparents 
Song,  illustrated  in  a  folk  art  style,  a  young 
girl  pays  tribute  to  the  different  parts  of  her 
ethnic  heritage.  Ages  5  to  8. 

In  Hatching  Magic  by  Ann  Downer,  a 
wizard  from  medieval  England  must  find  his 
wyvem  (small  dragon)  before  his  enemy 
Kobold  finds  her  and  uses  her  against  him. 
Luckily,  11 -year-old  Theodora  assists  the 
wizard  in  his  search.  Ages  10  and  up. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

4'  A  young  dinosaur  enthusiast  can  find  vital 
facts  about  more  than  700  species,  including 
recent  discoveries,  in  Don  Lessem’s 
Dinosaurs  A  to  Z,  which  includes  many 
dramatic  color  illustrations.  Ages  8  and  up. 
$>  Strange  Mr.  Satie,  by  author  M.  T. 
Anderson  and  illustrator  Petra  Matthews,  is  a 
picture-book  biography  of  a  composer  who 
didn’t  like  to  take  baths,  had  a  fierce  temper, 
and  “learned  the  rules  of  music  so  he  could 
break  them.”  Ages  8  and  up. 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Renovation  Plans  Unveiled 

The  architects  redesigning  and  retrofitting 
the  Noe  Valley  Branch  Library  in  2005  show 
and  discuss  their  updated  plans,  and 
welcome  neighborhood  input,  at  7  p.m.  on 
Wednesday,  May  12. 

Stories  and  Films  for  Children 

<£'  Kids  2  to  5  are  invited  to  attend  preschool 
story  time  at  10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays,  May  4, 

1 1 ,  and  1 8.  Meanwhile,  older  children  (3  to 
5)  can  come  watch  short  films,  including 
Foolish  Frog,  Owen,  and  The  Dingles,  at  10 
and  1 1  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  May  25. 

Saturday  Lapsits 

Share  stories,  songs,  and  fingerplays  with 
your  baby  or  toddler  at  the  library's  lapsits  at 
10:30  a.m.  on  Saturdays,  May  1,  8,  15,  and  22. 


323^7 


Zippy  Goes  Roadside! 

Each  Zippy  Annual  paperback  collects  about 
52  weeks  worth  of  Zippy  the  Pinhead  daily 
and  full-color  Sunday  comic  strips!  Follow 
Zippy  as  he  travels  coast  to  coast,  carrying 
on  meaningful  conversations  with  giant  road¬ 
side  icons  like  the  Muffler  Man,  the  Doggie 
Diner  Doggie,  and  Bob’s  Big  Boy.  Zippy  visits 
classic  diners,  "Brand  X”  fast  food  chains, 
highway  signage,  and  lots  of  giant  outdoor 
advertising  statuary. 

All  Zippy  Annuals  (and  lots  of  other  Zippy 
books  and  comics,  all  autographed  by  Bill 
Griffith)  are  available  at  www.zippythepin- 
head.com,  or  by  mail  (send  a  check  or  money 
order  for  $24.95  for  each  book  you  order) 
from  Pinhead  Productions,  P.0.  Box  88, 
Hadlyme,  CT  06439. 

ZIPPY  ANNUAL  #1 
160  pp.,  color  &  b/w 
$1 9.95  +  shipping 

ZIPPY  ANNUAL  2001 
144  pp„  color  &  b/w 
$19.95  +  shipping 

NEW! 

ZIPPY  ANNUAL  2002 
128  pp.,  color  &  b/w 
$19.95  +  shipping 


Janelle  Moon 

How  to  Pray  Without  Being  Religious 
Tues.,  May  4  at  7  pm 

Margot  Perin 

How  I  Learned  To  Cook 

Wed.,  May  1 2  at  7  pm 

Mary  Roach 

Stiff:  The  Curious  Lines  of  Human  Cadavers 
Tues.,  May  1 8  at  7  pm 

Chicks  Who  Click 

Cathy  Alter,  Noa  Jones,  Anna  Skinner, 
Laura  Shiftman,  Angela  Watrous 
Fri. ,  May  2  I  at  6:30  pm 


Kids  Rock! 

YPI  Rock  S  Jazz  Group  and 
Curiously  Strong 
Sun.,  May  23  at  4  pm 


Andrew  Greer 

Confessions  of  Max  Tivoli 
Thurs.,  May  27  at  7  pm 


more  details  on  our  website  www.covertocoversf.com 


I  307  Castro  @24th  St. 
4 1  5/282-8080 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 

Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that’s  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


" Miy  theory  is  that  people  who 
"don’t  like  mystery  stories  are 
anarchists"  -  6(ex  Stout 


The 

Sat)  Frar)cUco 

Mystery 

Bookstore 

¥175  2¥t*  Street 
at  &iatvtor)4 

¥15-2S2~7¥¥¥ 

Open  Sunday  -Thursday  11:00  a.ivw  -  t>:oo  p.t*. 
Friday  ^  Saturday  11:00  a.w.  -  8:00  p.tn. 

Now  open  Monday*,  11:oo  a.i*.  -  6  :oo  p.t*. 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts ,  demand  the  very  best! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  800  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 

Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

California  Realty 

SUG  BowIG  (415)  642-4000  677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 

Top  1%  Nationally  suebowie@aol.com  two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


(Mfo  Prudential 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 


Need  An  Extra  Pair  of  Hands? 

Call  the  SF  Day  Labor  Program 


We  elwayi  have  worker*  available 
for  moving,  gardening,  painting  and 
houteeleaning! 

We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  indi¬ 
viduals  and  companies  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  jobs.  We  can  send 
workers  to  your  home  or  business  for  as 
little  as  three  hours  or  fill  ongoing  posi¬ 
tions.  Call  during  our  business  hours  to 
obtain  workers  anytime! 

415-252-5375  •r  252  5374 

man  -  fri,  7am  -  tym.  aat,  7am  -  12  naan 
$t2/kr  min,  min  af  3  lira  yar  jab. 


"...absurd! y  charnimy...” 
"...straipfit-up  fabulous." 

San  francisco  Magazine 


.P/ykJ, 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 
1186  Noe  Street  •  415-282-4492 
www.hidden-cottage.com 


Atlas  Landscapes 

Award  Winning 
Designers  &  Builders 
of  Fine  Gardens 


■  Irrigation,  Drainage,  Lighting,  Decks,  Fences 

■  Retaining  Walls,  Hot  Tub  Installation,  Planting 

■  Superb  Masonry  Work 

Phone  415-380-0604  ■  www.AtLands.com 

Ca.  Lie.  562324 


Architecture  &  Planning 

•  Remodeling,  additions,  and  new  buildings 

•  Local  practitioner,  neighborhood-specific 
design 

•  Variance  applications,  planning  approvals, 
building  permits 

•  Free  initial  consultation:  What  do  you 

have  in  mind?  • 

Stephen  P.  Johnston ,  AIA 
249  Fair  Oaks  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  282-6344 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Advocates  for  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center 

Contact:  Greg  Clark,  826-6222 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31869,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1  -0869 
Meetings:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month,  in  the 
auditorium  at  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  Day 
and  Sanchez,  7  p.m. 

Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230; 
capa@home4us.org 

Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community  Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529,  San 
Francisco,  C  A  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month, 
7:30  p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Bimonthly  board  meetings; 
membership  meetings  semi-annually.  Call 
for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contact:  Keith  Eickman,  282-8988;  Evelyn 
Martin,  826-6734;  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month 
(every  other  month — call  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 
Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  every  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Pam  Coxson,  648-4977 
Mailing  Address:  25  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Call  for  details.  The  annual  Fair 
Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  held  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day:  May  8  this  year. 

''Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  282-9918 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94146 

Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  month 
(call  to  confirm),  Noe  Valley  Library,  45 1 
Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 


Friends  of  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’ 
Market;  co-sponsor;  Noe  Valley  Ministry 

Contact:  Paula  Benlon,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 14 
Meetings:  Every  odd  Thursday  (call  to 
confirm).  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  6  p.m. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  205  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  Martine,  noestroHs@aol.com. 
Monthly  Stroll:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month, 

1  p.m.  To  receive  stroll  locations  and  notices 
of  other  events,  e-mail  your  first  name,  and 
your  baby’s  first  name  and  age,  to  noestrolls 
@aol.com,  or  log  on  to  the  group’s  web  site: 
www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Rafael  Mandelman,  648-4010 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association 

Contact:  Carol  Yenne,  648-3954 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Small  Frys,  4066  24th 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Bank  of  America,  24th  and  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking  Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  route  for  a  5K 
run/walk  in  San  Francisco.)  For  information, 
go  to  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com. 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 

Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 

Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 

E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 

Web  site:  http-.Hwww.tail- 

wagging.com/neighhorhood-mainpage.htm 

Meetings:  No  longer  regular. 

Communication  via  e-mail  and  newsletters. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm).  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  and 
Sanchez,  7:30  p.m.  This  month:  May  20. 


of  Beauty 


Pattie  Gerrie, 

an  accomplished  Esthetician 
in  European  Esthetic  Arts,  creates 
individual  clinical  treatments 
for  your  skin. 


•  problem  skin  •  acne  /rosacea 

•  anti-aging  •  ultrasound  and  myotonology 

•  all  natural  skin  products 


Noe  Valley 


Skin  Care  Forever  Cal>  *or  a  FREE  30  minute  phone  consultation 
Pattie  Gerrie,  Esthetician  415.285.4868 


Ask  about  our  new  Kid’s  Corner 
for  displaying  your  child’s  art! 


We’ve 
Got  You 
Framed! 

From  contemporary  to 
traditional,  gilded  or  plain, 
a  beautiful  classic  patina 
or  ornate  carvings...  we  are 
known  for  our  selection  of 
quality  frames. 


NEW! 

Photo  restoration.  Photo  Enlargement. 

Also,  add  or  remove  people,  backgrounds,  etc. 


695  San  Jose  Avenue 
at  29th  Street 

(415)  282-3620 


169  West  Portal  Avenue 

(415)  753-3188 


$25  OFF 

with  this  coupon 


FASTFRAME 

EXPERT  PICTURE  FRAMING 


Design  &  Craftsmanship, 

Your  Total  Satisfaction  Quarantee. 


Over  200  Locations  Worldwide 
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CHARLES  P.  ANTHONY 

angling  •  arts 


415.863.8426 


attentive  personal  instruction  in  beginning 
and  refined  fly-casting  and  presentation... 
fish  stalking  ethics  and  poetics  for  angling 
lightly  in  the  remnant  wild 


**  DESIGNS  IY  WINDY  l.  MIllEt 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

• 

REIKI 

Swedish  •  Shiatsu  •  Deep  Tissue 
Prenatal  Massage  •  Gift  Certificates 
Jamey  Jacobus  Moore,  CMT 

415-824-2765  Member  AMTA 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


STARLIGHT  #  STAR  BRIGHT 
DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 


Morey  Fox  MS*L.Ac.*CMT 

f 

k  Acupuncture* Bodywork 

f 


Chinese  &  Western  herbs 


1201  Noe  Street,  SF  CA  94114 
415.285.7945  acufox@hotmail.com 


Dancing  Star 
Designs 

Brighten  your  child’s 
bedroom  walls  with 
an  adorable  mural  or 
custom  painting. 

,  Call  Michelle 
415.861.1806 

Yww.dancingstardesigns.com 


Lo,*t  Coast  Inn 

Bed  cl  Breakfast,  Beer,  Wine,  Eopreooo  Bar 

A  unique 
coastal  get¬ 
away  that 
beckons  the 
modern 
traveler 

38921  N.  Highway  1  •  P0  Box  418  Westport.  CA  95488 
707-964-5584 

www.loslcoastinn.com  *  infoloslcoaslinn@aol.com 

Jane  and  Keith  Grier,  Proprietors 


TAX  RETURNS  PRO 

Demece  Garepis,  EA/MBA 

415.641.0507 

Business  &  Individual  Tax  Returns 
E  Filing  •  Certified  Tax  Pros 
Fast  •  Local  •  Expert  Service 
Reasonable  Rates 
taxreturnspro@earthlink.net 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


-~y  — >. .. -V  v ...y. *--y  » — 

Alycia  Freeman  » 

415-726-0156  M 

afflx@pacbell.net 
www.fixredesign.com 


Chinese  Medicine  Works' 


Acupuncture  Clinic  and 
Chinese  Herbal  Pharmacy 
1201  Noe  Street  (at  25th)  •  415  285.0931 

Convenient  concentrated  liquid  extracts,  tablets, 
teas,  bulk  herbs,  nutritional  supplements 

Acupuncture  by  appointment 

Ancient  Remedies  for  Modem  Ailments 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


* 


Wit® 


Communications 
Residential  &  Small  Business  Specialist 

•  Voice  /  Data  /  Coaxial  /  Audio  Cabling 

•  Digital  Telephone  &  Voicemail  Systems 

•  Intercom  &  Door  Answering  Systems 

•  Video  Camera  Systems 
Low  Voltage  Electrical  Contractor  #796389 
www.allwired.net 
Call  Kent  at  415.468.9400 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events  /u  OF  \ 

1199  Sanchez  Street  (<?  HOMEOPATHY . 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


[stitch] 

WWW.STITCHSF.COM 


CUSTOM  WINDOW  COVERINGS  *  DECORATIVE  HARDWARE 
SOFT  FURNISHINGS  FOR  THE  HOME  *  ACCESSORIES 


1375  SANCHEZ  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 


TEL  415  641  6361 
FAX  415  704  3422 


Oy 


<! 


■fi¬ 
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Bodies  that  Work 

A  way  to  have  more  freedom 

reflexology,  massage,  breathing  and  energy  work 

Ronit  April  -  Grinberg  Method,  Stage  II 

415.699.8935  -  415.282.4194 

wivw.grinbergmethod.  com 


Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 


Clean  Green! 


with  Green  Maids 

?  Quality  Cleaning  -  Homes  and  Offices 
?  People  and  Earth  Safe  Supplies  Included 
y  Allergen  Removing  HEPA  Vacuum 
?  Bonded.  Licensed.  Insured 
?  B.B.B.  Honor  Roll  Member 

Free  Estimates 


Call:  415-468-9002  greenmaids.com 


Jody  Reiss,  LCSW 

Pyschotherapy 

A  safe  place  to  talk  about 
life  transition,  relationship  turmoil, 
emotional  upheaval,  existential  crisis, 
...or  simple,  everyday  concerns. 

415/401/9482 

LCS  15289 


ALMOST  INST4.MT  IWTGR»RS 

Relax  In  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable 
«  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 
•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  zingiiLm  indspring.com 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD.  ADTR  •  LCS  1 3026 


All  music  arises  from  silence 
all  dance  from  stillness 


New  office  in  Noe  Valley 

Craniosacral  Therapy 
Energetic  Bodywork 

1304  Castro  St.  Suite  C  415-939-9711 

Find  the  center,  inspire  the  momentum 


Breast  Cancer  is  an  Opportunity 

An  opportunity  to  look  at  your  life  -  to  ask 
What  is  really  important  to  me? 
Where  do  I  want  my  life  to  go? 

What  is  no  longer  working? 
and  change 

Don’t  let  opportunity  pass  you  by 
I  work  with  women  In  all  stages  ot  breast  cancer 
and  survivors  in  remission.  Let’s  talk. 

Diana  Murphy,  MA.  MFT  (MFC  32704) 
415-681-1767 


Rosen  Method 
Bodywork 


Jane  Tatum,  CMT 
Rosen  Practitioner 
415  /  643-0253 
Noe  Valley 
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Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


i  Fine  pruning  &  tree  care 

1  j  Property  &  garden  maintenance 
Garden  design,  installation 
.  f  Irrigation  and  lighting  systems 

I  (Shamanih  Gardens 

1 1  ^  Ten  years  experience 

Many  Noe  Valley  clients 

AV  ^  call  David 
’  415.846.7581 

North 

Cal 

Roofing 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 


CA  License  #757164 


Buckner  Painting  Co» 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  *738848 

Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


Residential  remodel  and 
repair,  commercial,  condo 
conversions,  gas  lines  to 
convert  wood  burning 
fireplaces,  copper  piping 
and  installation  of 
European  bath/kitchen 
fixtures. 

Garcia  Plumbing  Company,  Inc. 
phone  415-333-1737 
fax  415-333-8047 
gregg@garciaplumbing.org 
license  *782787 


Eddie's  Painting  Co. 

(415)  406-6141 

Fully  Insured  and  Bonded 


•  Interior  /  Exterior  Pros 

•  Victorian  Specialists 

•  Plaster  Repair  Experts 

•  Lead  Certified 


See  us  at  eddiespainting.com 

Lie.  #732759 


PLUMBING  SINCE 
1894 

Bright  Winn 

1631  Yosemite  Ave.  email:brightplumbing@aol.com 


Fai 

-1504 


(415)671-1500 


E  A  Electric 

Electric  Contracting  Services 

Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  585-0432  •  902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 
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AMES  LOCKSMITH  « 
&  SECURITY  INC.  3 

3977  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service 
Mobile  Service 


(415)  282-7919 


l 


l 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  584-1182 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


TUGGEYS 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 

Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 

3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 
415-282-5081 


Special  Effects 
in  Painting 

Interior  painting,  murals, 
faux  finishes  and 
color  consultation 


Orit  Yanai 

v.  415-826-4370 
C.  415-264-5577 

CA  Lie.  #743772 


ardens 

Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

En  vironmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  » 651703 


Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282' 16 12 


ROBERT'S 

QUALITY 

PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 


Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 


"NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 


(415)  675-0464 


Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 


Limb  Loppers 

The  Bay  Area's  Best  Tree  &  Yard  Service 

Since  ryd6 

°  Expert  Tree  Work 
*  Yard  Clearing  and  Maintenance 
*  General  Hauling 

Cau  for  a  Free  Consultation  and  Estimate 

415-643-9920 


Interior  /Exterior 
^Commercial  /  Residential 
KT  Lie  #  804649  J 
Bonded  &  Insured  ' 


HARDY  S  HAULING 

Residential  &  Commercial 

Haul  all  types  of  debris: 

yard  debris. 


household 
dirt,  and 


items.  y  i 

Amt 

•  Demolition  •  Excavation 

415-282-2733 
Pager  415-560-1865 

Lie.  #  796808  Bonded  &  Insured 


PaRadigm 


Barney  Walsh 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 
Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 


// 

DEREK 

W  ELECTRICAL 

ROCK 

0  SERVICE 

ELECTRICAL  - 

RESIDENTIAL 

LIC. #805003 

No  Job  Too  Small  •  Free  Estimate 

Tel.  (415)  260-7880 

murals,  faux  finishes,  hand-painted 
borders  and  window  treatments, 
wall  textures,  ceiling  illusions, 
marble  and  wood  graining 

many  ideas,  reasonable  rates,  portfolio  available 

10  Years  in  Business 

Let’s  Paint! 

Andrea  Coish  *415.331.6320 


HOUSE  CALL 

REPAIRS 

Fast  Response  Victorian  Specialist 
Walls  •  Doors  •  Windows  •  Floors 
Carpentry  •  Installation  &  Destruction 
Plaster  &  Sheetrock  •  Prep  &  Paint 
Tiling  •  Finish  Plumbing  &  Electrical 

by  the  day.  by  the  hour,  by  Olivier 

415-786-4534 
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Support  Group.  Forming  now,  for  older  adults; 
general  issues  and  issues  of  aging.  Weekly  meet¬ 
ings.  facilitated  by  a  therapist.  Please  contact 
Daniel,  4 1 5-2X5- 1425,  for  further  information. 

Part-Time  Assistant  4  Hire.  Support  4  you.  your 
business.  Hills,  correspondence,  computer  savvy. 
Longtime  pro  does  it  all.  415-225-8040. 

Fully  Furnished  Flat  available  for  limited  term  in 
Noe  Valley.  Three-bedroom,  two-bath,  fully  fur¬ 
nished  flat  available  June  I  to  Aug.  31.  Satellite  TV. 
high-speed  Internet,  washer/dryer,  fireplace.  Great 
views  from  back  deck,  sunny  back  yard.  Easy  ac¬ 
cess  to  BART  and  Muni.  Fully  appointed  kitchen 
with  all  utensils.  King-sized  waterbed  in  master 
suite,  queen-sized  beds  in  two  bedrooms.  $3,000  per 
ffibnth,  plus  deposit.  No  smokers  and  no  pets.  Call 
415-285-9434. 

Quality  Thai  Yoga  Massage  in  your  home.  Ancient 
massage  and  stretching  technique.  Call  Marisa, 
916-613-5293. 

Caregiver  for  Fully  Compos  Mentis  elderly 
woman  needed.  Part-time.  Cooking,  light  house¬ 
keeping,  personal  care.  415-821-4731. 

Notary  Public.  Will  travel.  Call  Carole  at  415- 
305-4266. 

Clean  Eye  for  Your  Pig  Sty!  Using  budget-con¬ 
scious  techniques  and  furnishings,  we  transform  any 
room  from  drab  to  dazzling.  Our  makeovers  im¬ 
prove  the  decor  as  well  as  the  function  of  your  space. 
From  kitchens  to  closets,  bedrooms  to  home  offices, 
experience  makeover  magic  with  an  expert  orga¬ 
nizing  team.  Free  phone  consultation  and  brochure, 
415-550-0658. 


Point  Reyes  Vacation.  Sweet  one-bedroom  guest 
cottage  on  our  little  farm  in  Olema.  $1 10  to  i  40  per 
night.  Photos  of  cottage,  gardens,  and  chickens  at 
aww.kellyemery.com/collage,  or  4 15-663- 1 288. 

Fog  City  Dog.  Noe  Valley  dog  walking  and  care. 
“A  tired  dog  is  a  happy  household."  Louis.  7 1 0-05 1 3. 

Make  Silver  Jewelry  using  soft  silver  (PMC+). 
Have  fun  learning  a  valuable  skill.  Day  and  evening 
classes.  Sofina  studio.  415-864-3344;  www.sofna- 
jewelry.com. 

Oceanfront  Vacation  Rental,  Dillon  Beach.  This 
charming  one-bedroom  cottage  has  wood  stove,  full 
kitchen,  and  more.  Steps  to  village  shop  and  beach. 
Sleeps  six.  Reasonable  rates,  babacarter@mac.com 
or  415-235-5836. 

Women’s  Circle.  Carve  out  time  for  your  creative 
self.  Join  with  other  women  to  receive  support/ex¬ 
plore  life  issues  through  journal-keeping,  poetry, 
memoir.  Noe  Valley.  Monday  nights.  7:30,  $30  per 
week.  Janell  Moon,  counselor  and  author  of  Stirring 
the  Waters:  Writing  to  Find  Your  Spirit,  voted  one 
of  the  five  best  spirituality  books  of  2002  by  Inde¬ 
pendent  Booksellers  Association.  415-824-2490; 
www.janellmoon .  com . 

Handy  w  oman  Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and 
outside  problems  you  aren't  getting  around  to  and 
wish  you  could.  Get  reliable,  friendly,  and  creative 
help  now.  A  non-intrusive,  sensitive  presence  in 
your  home.  415-550-6792. 

Expert  Tree  and  Garden  Care:  Fine  pruning,  bon¬ 
sai,  and  arbor  service  specialist.  Tree  planting,  prun¬ 
ing,  and  removals.  Garden  design,  renovation, 
restoration,  and  installation.  Indoor  plant  sales, 
rental,  and  maintenance.  Regularly  scheduled  gen¬ 
eral  property  and  garden  maintenance.  Irrigation 
and  lighting  systems  installation  and  repair.  Yard 
cleanups  and  staging.  Dump  trips.  No  job  too  big  or 
too  small.  Strong  attention  to  detail  and  customer 
service.  1 1  years  experience.  References  available. 
Call  David  at  415-846-7581. 

Need  Help  in  Adopting  a  Baby?  We  can  help.  Call 
Natasha  and  Andrei.  415-271-0206. 

Wanted:  Funky  Live/WorkSpace  to  Do  Art.  Run¬ 
down  cottage,  storefront?  Open  to  possibilities.  San 
Francisco,  South  S.F..  Pacifica.  Call  510-534-7312. 


^oe’s  Nest 


The  Essence  of  San  Francisco 
at  its  Very  Best 
A  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 
Quiet  Elegance:  Hot  Tub,  Steam  Room, 
Views,  Decks,  TV  &  VCR. 
Comfort  &  Complimentary  Breakfast. 
Children  &  Parents  Warmly  Welcome. 
Noe’s  Nest  - 

Truly  a  San  Francisco  Experience. 

Call  415-821-0751 


CLASS  ADS 


Seagrass  Hideaway.  Beautiful,  stylish,  and  spa¬ 
cious  short-term  rental  apartment  in  the  Noe  Valley/ 
Castro  area.  Newly  renovated,  views,  garden,  fitness 
equipment,  gourmet  kitchen,  cable  TV,  DVD,  VCR, 
stereo:  easy  street  parking,  and  half  block  to  Muni. 
4 1 5-824-0704;  seagrasshideaway.com 

Unique  Wedding  and  commitment  ceremonies, 
meditation,  and  healing  work.  Quality  spiritual  care 
since  1985.  (Rev.)  Angel  Stork,  415-285-2571 

Psychiatry — Stanford-trained  psychiatrist  in  pri¬ 
vate  practice  near  20th  and  Dolores.  Adults  and  ado¬ 
lescents.  Consultations,  psychotherapy,  couples, 
family,  and  psychopharmacology.  415-285-3774. 

Artists,  Entertainers,  small  business  entrepreneurs: 
protect  your  work.  Copyright,  trademark,  contracts, 
small  business  startup — including  business  license, 
incorporation,  business  partnership  formation.  Call 
Noe  Valley  attorney  Marilyn  Kalman.  Free  initial 
phone  consultation.  415-826-1556. 

Piano  Lessons  with  Patience  and  Humor.  Former 
member  of  Pickle  Family  Circus  and  S.F.  Mime 
Troupe.  All  styles.  Randy  Craig,  415-334-2451. 

Dogwalking/Petsitting.  One-on-one  dog  walks  for 
that  individual  care  your  dog  deserves.  Vacation  cat 
care  also  available.  Call  Lara  at  415-621-5214. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433,  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Weight  Loss — The  Mind-Body  Connection. 

Tired  of  diet-regain-diet  cycle?  Rende  Stephens, 
C.H.T.,  offers  a  comprehensive  program  focusing 
on  healing  the  causes  of  your  excess  weight  using 
hypnotherapy  and  related  modalities.  415-206- 
1638.  www.mindforhody.com. 

Home  Cleaning  by  Esperanza  Portillo.  Free  esti¬ 
mates,  good  references,  and  reasonable  prices. 
Houses,  apartments,  and  offices.  415-587-0234. 

Cake  Art:  Amazing  3-D  portraits.  Original,  unique, 
delicious.  See  waw  jonieisen.com  or  call  648-6740. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calistoga/St. 
Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(maximum).  Large  decks  with  views  of  stream, 
woods,  and  meadow.  Fireplace  with  wood  supplied; 
30  acres,  trails,  all-year  stream.  Photos  available. 
Dogs  okay,  Three-night  weekend,  $500;  stay  up  to 
four  more  nights  for  free.  Additional  nights  after  the 
first  seven  are  $70  per  night  or  four  weeks  at  $  1 ,750. 
Discount  given  to  repeat  guests.  415-647-3052 
(phone  and  fax). 

Affordable,  Skilled  Therapist.  17  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Interactive,  direct,  respectful,  playful.  Adults, 
couples,  families,  adolescents,  children.  GLBT- 
friendly.  Castro  at  24th  Street.  Carla  Durkin, 
L.M.F.T.  415-647-9977. 

Housecleaning  since  1979.  Many  original  cus¬ 
tomers.  All  equipment  and  supplies.  Richard.  415- 
255-0389. 


Pet  Care.  Does  Kitty  need  care  while  you  vacation? 
Does  Rover  need  more  exercise?  Positively  Pets  can 
help!  Expert  care  for  all  pets.  15  years  experience. 
Recommended  by  San  Francisco  veterinarians.  Noe 
Valley  references.  415-647-4757. 

The  Writing  Salon.  Year-round  creative  writing 
classes.  Fiction,  poetry,  personal  essays,  memoirs, 
screenwriting,  playwriting,  travel  writing,  and 
more.  415-642-9793;  www.aritingsalons.com. 

Barry  Solomon  Window  Cleaning.  24  years  in 
Noe  Valley.  Quality  professional  service — 1980s 
pricing.  Phone  641-5224. 


PC  Training.  Introduction  to  Win.  Word.  Excel, 
PowerPoint,  Access,  Internet  by  a  very  patient  com¬ 
munity  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and  a  half 
hours  for  $45.  864-1491;  cfebcomCaaol.com 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  palienl 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons  tai¬ 
lored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory,  clas¬ 
sical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Ban- 
nett,  648-1007. 


Incensed  General  Contractor.  Complete  kitchen 
and  bath  remodeling  service,  seismic/structural, 
concrete  retaining  walls,  stairs,  decks,  windows, 
doors.  Quality  exterior  painting  and  facade  repairs. 
Thorough,  reliable,  references.  25  years  serving  San 
Francisco  neighborhoods.  Thomas  Cunniff,  415- 
861-5099. 

Luciana  Busetto  Housecleaning.  I'm  here  to  help 
you.  1  clean  houses,  apartments,  and  offices.  Expe¬ 
rienced,  reliable,  and  efficient.  References.  Call  me. 
Please  leave  a  message  for  me  at  650-99 1  -9835  or 
415-902-4174. 

Mac/PC/iPod/iTunes:  Need  help?  Good  price.  In- 
temet/DSL/cable  modem/wireless/printer/scanner 
problems?  Done  right  in  your  home.  Work  as  tech 
of  schools  for  10  years.  Day  and  night  appointments. 
Call  415-642-8287. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  patios,  main¬ 
tenance.  Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates. 
Remember,  it’s  pruning  time. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  overlooking  Noe  Valley.  Quiet 
room  in  a  lovely  home  with  private  tiled  bath  and 
access  to  spacious  den  with  TV  as  well  as  garden 
deck  and  redwood  and  glass-enclosed  hot  tub  room. 
Easy  parking  and  within  a  block  to  city  bus  lines. 
City  Vista  B&B,  415-334-1045. 

Our  Customers  Kiss  Us!  Dog  walking  service  of 
San  Francisco!  Established  1995!  Private  walks 
available!  415-731-0120! 

Housecleaner,  Personal  Assistant,  organizer,  dri¬ 
ver,  errands,  moving,  house/pet  sitter.  Detailed  pro¬ 
fessional  will  exceed  your  expectations.  10  years 
experience.  Mike,  495-2312. 

Hypnosis  Works!  Ready  for  a  change?  Hypnosis 
can  refocus  and  unblock  your  life.  Master  the  tools 
to  live  fully  and  healthfully.  Get  results!  Safe  and 
confidential.  Nina  Glaser,  C.H.T.,  Hypnotherapist. 
415-516-2133. 

Beautiful,  Private  Garden  Flat  in  Noe  Valley,  two 
weeks  to  three  months.  Self-contained;  all  ameni¬ 
ties,  including  fireplace,  piano,  full  kitchen,  washer, 
and  dryer.  Looks  onto  garden.  Quiet  home,  owner- 
occupied.  Ideal  for  academics.  One-bedroom,  sofa 
bed  in  living  room.  Great  location.  $2,600  per 
month  or  $850  weekly.  Please  call  415-821-4872. 
Web  site:  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com. 

Custom  Pine  Cabinetry  for  home,  office,  and 
country  place.  Go  to  our  web  site  at  www.pinepab- 
inetfy.com.  Or  just  call  us  at  415-621-4390;  Jim. 

Noe  Valley  Locksmith.  Licensed,  bonded,  insured. 
Low  rates.  415-602-4964. 

Flute  Lessons  offered  by  Noe  Valley-based  flutist. 
1 5  years  teaching  experience,  B . A.  and  M .  M .  Open¬ 
ings  for  all  levels  and  all  ages.  Fun  and  profession¬ 
al.  Carla,  415-648-3651. 

Hauling  and  Cleaning.  We  provide  the  best  haul¬ 
ing  and  cleaning  up:  garages,. basements,  back  yards, 
and  much  more!  Call  us.  Call  Adriano  Hauling.  No 
prices  over  the  phone.  Free  estimates.  4 1 5-990-4062. 

Time  to  Clean!  Do  you  want  your  house  or  office 
really  clean?  Call  Alexandra  at  415-747-2283.  Ex¬ 
cellent  references  and  experience. 


tried  it? 


Spring  into  action  and  receive 
a  25%  discount  on  your  first 
three  Private  lessons. 


Private  •  Semi-Private 
Group  Gasses 

Rehabilitation  ♦  General  Conditioning 


1414  Castro  Street  #  Jersey 

(415)  282-8850 
www.SpringPilates.com 


7  ~S} oseptt  H.  Pilates  at  age  57 


Host  Foreign  Students.  $560  per  week  Individu¬ 
als  with  college  degree  needed  to  provide  room, 
board,  and  English  tutoring.  Need  morning  or  af¬ 
ternoon  free.  Rita.  724-9887. 

Alpha  Numerix:  Since  1 983.  Transcription  and  ed¬ 
itorial  services.  Corporate  and  small  business,  in¬ 
terviews,  Q  and  A.  speeches,  meetings.  We  can  edit 
and  proofread  your  documents  to  eliminate  errors. 
We  are  affordable,  fast,  and  accurate.  For  more  in¬ 
formation.  see  our  web  site.  alphanumerix@sh< 
global.net  or  call  4 1 5-255-844 1 . 

Long-Term  Care  Insurance  for  yourself  nr  aging 
relatives.  Protect  a  lifetime  of  savings  and  reduce 
stress  on  family  members.  Medicare  benefits  are 
limited  and  Medi-Cal  will  deplete  your  savings  be¬ 
fore  paying.  Quality  home-care  benefits  available. 
For  a  free,  no-pressure  consultation,  call  Bill  Han- 
nant  at  4 1 5-647-7012,  or  visit  waw.hillhannanl.com. 

Licensed  Painting  and  Plaster  Repair.  Free  esti¬ 
mate.  License  #497-214.  Call  Ed  at  995-4666. 

Tummy  Ache?  Irritable  bowel?  Stressed  out?  Learn 
how  to  quickly  relax  and  improve  digestion  with 
five  easy  breathing  and  self-massage  techniques. 
Private  appointments  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Stephen 
Cavaliere,  co-author  of  Unwinding  the  Belly.  Heal¬ 
ing  with  Gentle  Touch.  4 1 5-505-0409.  Soothing  foot 
massage  ($60  per  hour)  and  Shiatsu  ($75  per  hour) 
also  available. 

Individual  and  Business  Tax  Preparation  and 

consultation.  Enrolled  agent  with  master’s  degree 
in  tax  and  a  prior  tax  manager  with  large  CPA  firm. 
Reasonable  rates,  professional  service,  with  clients' 
tax  savings  a  top  priority.  Call  Just  Tax,  282-5935. 

Architect — New  buildings,  remodels,  additions. 
Fine  innovative  design  enhancing  traditional  de¬ 
sign.  On-site  consultation  on  any  project.  Reason¬ 
able  fees.  Licensed  architect  for  over  26  years.  In 
Noe  Valley  since  1981.  Call  Michael  Hager  at  415- 
285-7409. 


Short-Term  Victorian  Cottage  Rental.  July  12 
through  Aug.  3.  Two-bedroom,  views,  garden,  cats. 
415-282-8983. 

Your  Personal  Handyman.  Noe  Valley  gent  will 
meet  your  springtime  fixup  and  repair  needs.  Small 
projects  welcome.  Floors,  windows,  doors,  inside 
painting,  plumbing  problems,  carpentry,  sinks,  fix¬ 
tures,  light  electrical  work,  and  more.  Call  Your 
Handyman,  415-425-2585. 

Bookkeeping.  MYOB,  Quicken,  Quick  Books, 
Excel.  25  years  experience.  $50  per  hour.  415- 
643-2800;  www.handshake.biz. 

House  Renovation  Items.  Architectural,  fireplaces, 
stained  glass,  plaster  and  wood  moldings,  chande¬ 
liers,  plus  paintings  and  period  furniture.  See  Deal¬ 
er  #63's  booth  at  San  Francisco  Antique  Mall,  701 
Bayshore.  San  Francisco,  415-656-3530.  10  a.m.  to 
6  p.m.  daily. 

Piano  Lessons!  Kids  a  specialty.  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  with  15  years  teaching  experience,  B.A.  and 
M.M..  Carla,  415-648-3651. 

Go  www.lucyavila.com  for  career  consulting  and 
life  coaching. 

Computer  Driving  You  Nuts?  I  resolve  problems. 
I  have  many  enjoyable  years  fixing  PCs  and  Macs. 
Hardware/software,  simple/complex.  Reasonable 
rates.  Honest,  prompt  work.  Richard,  4 1 5-68 1  -8842. 

F ranco  Housecleaning.  Home  and  office  cleaning. 
Excellent  references,  reasonable  price.  415-823- 
0531. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  apartment;  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  breakfast 
choices  provided,  phone,  cable,  private  bath,  level 
private  entrance.  20th  and  Douglass.  415-626-6497. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business,  home 
office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines,  DSL, 
ethemet,  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appointments! 
Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call  64 1  -8654. 
E-mail  Charlie@sfphoneguy.com 


Relatives  Coming?  House  to  rent  weekly.  Wonder¬ 
ful  Laidley  Street:  panoramic  views,  hot  tub,  garden. 
415-647-82 1 6.  http:llvrbo.coml21125. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter  or  Relocating?  As  fea¬ 
tured  on  HGTV.  NPR,  and  the  Chronicle.  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  will  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  and 
restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy  lives. 
Homes,  offices,  packing,  and  more.  Free  phone  con¬ 
sultation  and  brochure.  415-550-0658. 


Make  Your  Home  What  You  Want!  Color  con¬ 
sultant — having  trouble  picking  out  those  perfect 
colors  for  your  home?  Set  up  a  consultation  to  get 
the  colors  you  want!  Interior  design — have  the 
home  you  always  imagined  for  yourself — have  180 
Degree  redesign  your  kitchen  and  bathroom.  Kathy- 
jean  is  a  regularly  featured  designer  for  HGTV 
(Home  and  Garden);  see  her  work  on  Curb  Appeal! 
Call  180°  Design,  Kathyjean  Boise.  415-285-3014. 
for  the  help  you  need  in  making  your  home  beautiful. 
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Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  medical,  academic,  legal;  resumes, 
manuscripts  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Paris  Apartment.  Charming  one-bedroom,  remod¬ 
eled,  sleeps  four.  Ninth  Arrondissement,  minutes 
from  opera.  Montmartre.  Near  fabulous  Market 
Street.  See  ivww.frenchapifreeservers.com.  Call 
415-282-8912. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time's  better 
spent.  Mwjnystudybuddy.org;  Jane  Radcliffe,  4 1 5- 
586-4577. 

Work  from  Home  with  the  MOM  team.  Turn  an  al¬ 
ready  budgeted  household  expense  into  an  income. 
No  selling.  No  inventory.  No  scam.  Your  own  free 
w  eb  site,  lots  of  support,  free  training.  Visit  my  web 
site,  http://livingwell.themomteam.com. 

Web  and  Graphic  Design.  Search  engine  submis¬ 
sion,  hosting,  domains,  e-commerce,  e-mail  cam¬ 
paigns.  Since  1998.  www.handshakeweb.com,  415- 
643-2800. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee,  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedy- 
musicstudio.com. 

Time  for  You  Housecleaning.  415-867-6427.  Re¬ 
liable,  experienced  housecleaning.  References 
available. 

Health  and  Fitness  Support  Group  forming.  As 
we  approach  our  60s,  70s,  and  80s,  we  want  to  be 
able  to  do  most  of  the  things  we  did  when  we  were 
younger!  Learn  how.  Ages  40  to  70  ideal  for  this 
group.  415-668-8310. 

Buying  Older  Style  Furniture  and  household 
items.  One  item  or  an  entire  home.  Give  us  a  call  at 
415-621-4390;  Jim. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Post-Tax  Season  Massage  Special.  Professional 
Swedish  massage  by  C.M.T.  Susan,  415-824-2111. 
Mission  location.  Intuitive,  nurturing,  can  go  deep. 
$45  for  one  hour. 

Furniture  Stripped  and  Refinished.  Excellent 
work,  quickly  done.  Includes  pickup  and  return.  15 
years  experience.  Call  Jim  at  415-621-4390. 

Free  Book  on  past  lives,  dreams,  and  soul  travel 
from  Eckankar.  Call  toll-free  recording,  1-877-41 1- 
1 800  or  visit  www.eckankar.org/FreeBook. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2 1 33;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation, 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15 
a.m„  Douglass  Park,  Douglass  at  27th.  $5  intro¬ 
duction  (Mondays  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  prac¬ 
ticing  since  1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 


We  Hold  Paws  with  Puppies!  Dog  Walking  Ser¬ 
vice  of  San  Francisco! .com).  415-731-0120. 

Hauling  and  Cleaning.  We  haul  gardeners’  debris, 
construction  debris,  old  furniture,  stoves,  refrigera¬ 
tors,  etc.  We  clean  up  your  basement,  garage,  bac 
yard,  home,  and  building.  Free  estimates.  Seven 
days  a  week.  Call  Adriano,  415-990-4062. 

Expert  PC  Computer  Repair  and  services.  We 
come  to  you.  $25  per  hour.  Call  Noel,  4 1 5-66 1  -8729. 


Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue, 
4 1 5-82 1  -4890  or  emarsh5IOB@aol.com.  , 

Stereo  Repair  House  Calls  or  home  theater  setup? 
Gene's  Sound  Service  makes  it  easy... and  conve¬ 
nient,  with  a  day,  evening,  or  Saturday  appointment. 
All  repairs  done  on-site.  Car  stereos,  also.  "Gene's 
honest  and  knows  his  stuff;  give  him  a  try,"  says 
Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at  377-1258. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  All  phases  of  construction, 
from  foundation  to  finish.  Quality  work  from  start 
to  finish.  No  job  is  too  small  nor  too  big.  Extensive 
list  of  happy  clients  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Darrin  at 
415-672-2509. 

Housecleaning.  No  time  to  clean?  I’m  here  to  help 
you.  I  clean  houses,  apartments,  and  offices.  Expe¬ 
rience.  Reliable,  efficient.  References.  Call  me. 
Please  leave  a  message  for  Gloria  at  650-737-9616. 

Office  Support  plus  temporary  staff  personnel.  On 
your  premises  or  ours.  4 1 5-239-056 1 . 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Per¬ 
fect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed.  Fully  equipped  kitchen.  Cable 
TV/VCR,  stereo/CD,  telephone.  Short-term  rental. 
Minimum  two  nights.  Sleeps  two.  Non-smoking. 
415-970-8177;  sfcottage4rent@earthlink.net . 

Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can’t  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/gay/ 
bi/straight  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and  on 
the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Armer.  M.A., 
L.M.F.T.  Free  15-minute  phone  consultation.  415- 
882-1161  or  650-34 1-06 17.  Visit  my  web  site:  www. 
PersonalChange.org. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
415-668-8310. 


Integrative  Health  and  Bereavement  Counseling 
uses  interconnected  parts  of  ourselves — emotional, 
intellectual,  physical,  and  spiritual.  We  work  to¬ 
gether  to  maximize  wellness,  manage  illness,  or  face 
the  challenges  presented  by  caregiving,  the  end  of 
life,  or  significant  loss.  More  than  20  years  experi¬ 
ence  with  issues  surrounding  health,  illness,  dying, 
and  loss  of  all  kinds.  Roz  Leiser,  R.N.  Noe  Valley 
location,  415-586-2950. 

Handyman  for  Hire.  Reasonable  rates,  profes¬ 
sional  results,  any  size  project.  Carpentry,  painting, 
kitchen  remodels,  demolition,  decks,  fences,  much 
more.  Joe,  415-377-0213. 

Massage  and  Bodywork.  Esalen-based  techniques 
for  full  body-mind  relaxation  and  rejuvenation. 
Deep-tissue  techniques  to  address  chronic  tightness 
and  injuries.  75-minute  session,  $60.  Outcall.  add 
$15.  Peter  Rothblatt,  415-285-9129. 

Tired  of  Squeezing  Your  Out-of-Town  Parents  or 

friends  into  your  already-jammed  home?  Visiting 
the  city  on  a  temporary  business  assignment? 
Charming  fully-furnished  studio  available  on  a 
short-time  basis.  Cable  TV,  stereo,  VCR,  kitchen, 
full  bath,  laundry,  garden.  Lots  of  parking  next  to 
open  space.  Bernal  Heights  across  from  The  Hill. 
Call  415-285-7064  or  www.janiesnest.com. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 
Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite 
TV,  phone,  laundry.  Newly  renovated.  Lovely  gar¬ 
den.  Reasonable  rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677; 
doloressludio@yahoo.com. 

Secretarial  Organizational  Services:  Projects. 
W/P.  mailings,  data  entry,  filing,  bookkeeping,  etc. 
Helene:  415-346-5984;  Hipwinkler@yahoo.com. 


F.d  McCrone,  Ph  D.,  Licensed  Psychologist,  PSY 
16593.  Over  a  decade  helping  clients  make  peace 
with  depression,  anxiety,  PTSD,  HIV,  addictions, 
grief,  and  relationship  misfortune.  Trained  in 
EMDR,  trauma  therapy.  Noe  office,  I423A 
Sanchez,  near  27th.  4 1 5-297-7835;  www.mccrone.net 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  install  cab¬ 
inets  or  shelves,  fix  a  fence,  deck,  or  windows;  even 
some  electrical.  I  do  good  work  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
Robert,  566-3389. 

Health  Insurance  and  Medicare  Supplements. 

Business  and  personal.  For  a  free,  no-pressure  con¬ 
sultation,  call  Bill  Hannant  at  415-647-7012.  16 
years  experience.  License  0723231. 


Your  Trees  are  part  of  your  investment,  and  part  of 
your  habitat.  They  deserve  expert,  quality  care. 
Beautiful  work  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA 
Certified  Arborist.  Free  estimates.  Call  Martin 
Amest  at  4 1 5-882- 1109.  California  licence.#8290 1 2. 

Red’s  Hauling  and  Yard  Work.  Cleaning  and 
clearing.  Attics,  basements,  garages,  households, 
yards.  Prompt,  reliable  service.  Free  estimates.  4 1 5- 
307-0889. 

Personal  Style  Consultant:  Wardrobe/Home.  Dis¬ 
cover  your  style!  Personal  shopping:  I  shop  with  you 
for  clothes/accessories  that  fit  your  body  and  your 
life.  Closet  re-org:  Leant  what  to  keep,  what  to  do¬ 
nate,  what  goes  with  what.  Living  space:  Profes¬ 
sional  advice  on  colors,  rugs,  furniture,  art — to 
make  your  home  reflect  your  soul.  I’ll  bring  my 
years  of  experience  to  your  situation  and  work  with¬ 
in  your  budget,  www.lindsaycasahlanca.com. 

Clothing  Alterations  and  Repairs.  Hemming 
pants,  skirts;  repair  open  seams.  Call  Maria  after  6 
p.m.,  415-643-5826. 

Problems  with  Your  Landlord?  Leaks?  Eviction? 
Call  Marilyn  Kalman,  a  Noe  Valley  attorney  with 
25  years  experience  in  tenant  advocacy.  Free  initial 
phone  consultation.  415-826-1556. 

Craniosacral  Bodywork  and  Massage.  Special 
"get  acquainted"  offer:  Save  20  percent  on  your  first 
session.  Hot  stones.  Gift  certificates,  $50.  Since 
1990.  Angel  Stork,  415-285-2571 . 

Interior  Home  Refinishing:  Kitchen  cabinets, 
doors,  wainscoting,  trim,  and  more.  Fine  work, 
quickly  done.  15  years  experience.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
621-4390. 

Your  New  Home  Is  in  Marin  County.  A  great 
place  to  visit  and  you’d  really  love  to  live  there?  Me 
too.  Eight-year  resident  of  Noe,  now  living  in  Marin 
for  six  years  and  specializing  in  Marin  real  estate.  I 
can  help  you  find  and  purchase  your  new  home.  It’s 
not  as  hard  as  you  may  think,  www.kellvemery.com . 
or  4 15-663- 1320. 

Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywali,  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1175. 

Psychotherapy  Office  Available  three  days  each 
week.  On  24th  Street.  Sunny,  beautiful  office  in  a 
suite  of  four;  the  other  three  are  fully  leased.  Call 
Ed  at  415-310-2457. 

Vacation  Rental  in  Calistoga.  Calistoga  Haven: 
Three-bedroom,  two-bath  house  with  built-in  pool. 
Fully  furnished  with  all  amenities.  Walk  to  town.  Stay 
for  a  weekend,  week,  or  month,  and  enjoy  the  wine 
country.  Call  707-265-0547  for  more  information. 

Working-Arts.  Put  the  power  of  art  to  work  for 
you!  Transform  workplace  stressors  via  art  forms: 
character,  word,  imagery.  No  art  skills  needed. 
Small  group  meeting  each  Tuesday,  7  to  9  p.m.  $45. 
RSVP  415-821-3456  by  Monday  noon.  Individual 
sessions  available.  See  wwMsworking-arts.com  for 
corporate  professional  development  services. 


Don't  Miss. 

Saturday,  May  8th 

TRUNK  SHOW 

1  wholesale  prices  on  gemstones: 

amethyst,  aquamarine,  carnelian,  chalcedony, 
citrine,  garnet,  iolite,  labradorite,  turquoise, 
and  more... 

FokI^eaoIn  ' 

1195  Church  St.  at  24th  641-141 4 

STOP  Smoki 

nu 

Guarantee 

•  Free  phone.consultation 

•  Money-back  guarantee 

•  Hypnotherapy  and  NLP 

d 

Call  Habit  Project 

for  additional  information 

(415)  386-0506 

Or  learn  more  at 

habitproject.com 

Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and  the 

Financial  District 

How  to  Place  a  Class  Ad 

IT’S  EASY.  Just  type  or  print  the 
text  of  your  ad,  multiply  the  num¬ 
ber  of  words  by  40*'  a  word,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order  for 
the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  just  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and  check, 
made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
so  that  we  receive  it  by  the  15th  of 
the  month  before  the  month  you’d 
like  to  advertise  in.  The  address  is 
Noe  Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is  unable 
to  accept  Class  Ads  by  phone  or 
e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  FOR  10  DISCOUNT:  The  Noe 
Valley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edi¬ 
tion  10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on 
vacation  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10  per¬ 
cent  discount.  To  figure  your  cost, 
deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Noe  Valley  Voice  will  be 
the  June  2004  issue,  distributed  in 
Noe  Valley  on  or  before  June  4. 

The  deadline  for  Class  Ads  is 
May  15,  2004. 

Note:  Class  Ads  are  printed  in  the 
newspaper  and  then  displayed  on 
our  web  site  (ww w.noevalley- 
voice.com)  for  at  least  one  month. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line  of 
type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  only  if  your  order  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  an  SASE.  Thank  you. 


Too  Many  Papers?  Too  little  time?  Call  home  and 
office  organizer  Margo  Rila,  415-861-4551.  Refer¬ 
ences.  Reasonable  rates,  www  margo.bytewrighr.com. 

Catsitting,  Light  Gardening  in  Noe  Valley  or  ad¬ 
jacent  neighborhoods.  Retired  Noe  resident.  Lucy. 
415-282-3676. 

Russian  River  Vacation  Wonderland.  Lovely 
three-plus  bedroom  cottage  right  on  the  river.  Ham¬ 
mock  under  the  redwoods.  Quiet  beach  a  half  block 
away;  10  minutes  to  spectacular  Sonoma  coast. 
Rent:  $500  per  weekend.  $950  per  week  (plus  clean¬ 
ing  fee).  Call  Susan  at  415-205-6429. 

Beginning  Mosaic  Workshops.  Create  a  stepping 
stone — original  art  for  your  garden.  See  wwwjoni 
eisen.com  or  call  648-6740. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I’m  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.  A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR,  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  arti¬ 
cles,  etc.  4 1 5-867- 1 582  or  ojholer@mindsphng.com. 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 

SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 
SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 

@  @  ©  @  © 

CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 

HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  BUCKWHEAT  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN’S  MENU  AVAILABLE 

@  @  ©  @  © 

ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A.M.  /  10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  AM.  /  10:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (HEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 


LAW  OFFICES 

Living  Trusts 

Wills  •  Estate  Planning  •  Probate 

Protect  your  family  NOW ! 
Call  for  a  free  consultation. 

ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

1330  Castro  Street 

(415)  641-8687 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


We  now  sell  Primal  and 
Nature's  Variety  raw  diets, 
including  frozen  bones. 


1451  Church  St. ,  San  Francisco 

tel:  4 1 5  282  7385  I  noevalleypet.com 
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fyears 

rience 


of ex 

serving  san  francisco’s 

buyers  &  sellers 


www.BJDroubi.com 

4128  24th  Street  San  Francisco,  California  941 14  Telephone  415.550. 1300  Fax  41 5.550.6729 
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Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk 

128  oz.  -reg  5.79 

$5.39 


Organic  Soi/milk 

Vanilla  or  Plain  A  #%  ^ 

64  oz.  -reg  2.99 


»  Orange 
Juice 

64  02.  -reg  3.49 


LOVER 

STORNETTA 


Organic 
Cage-Free 
Brown  Eggs 

1  d2.  -reg  3.99 


$3.59 

odwalla 


$2.99 


Odwalla 

Half-Gallon 

Juices 


64  02.  -reg  5.99 


Lowfat  Yogurt 

32  oz.  reg  2.99 

$2.59 


Sale  Prices  effective 
May  3  -  23, 2004 


Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

In  our  Very  Own 

Parking  Lot  ! 

juice  for  humans 


$4.99 


New  Hours! 
8:00  am  ■  9:00  pm 

Every  Day! 


We  Accept 

A  TM  Cards 
Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  6  Checks 
Elec.  Food  Stamps  &  EBT 


ATM 


Breyer's 

Ice  Cream 

64  02.  -reg  5.99 


'1 


$3.99 


R.W.  Knudsen 

Recharge  Sport 

Beverage  999 


all  flavors 
32  02  -reg  2  39 


Calistoga 

Spring  Water 

1 .5  Liter  -reg  1.15 
♦CRV 


4  for  $3 


for  Qoodnus  $aks 


Capricorn  Coffee 

Good  Life  Blend  O 


Whole  Bean  Coffee 
16  02.  -reg  6.99 


$4.99 


6x12  02.  -reg  4.99 
A  -fCRV 


Kettle  Foods 

Kettle  Krisps 
Baked  Potato 
Chips 

4  02.  -reg  3.49 


Fruit  Spritzers 

-reg  4  99 

$2.49 

Imdw 


3  for  $5 


Imagine  Foods 

Rice  Dream 
Beverage 

32  oz.  -reg  2.19 

3  for  $5 


GOOD  LIFE  GROCERY 


448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 


Come  home  to  Bernal  Heights 


Thinking  of  buying  or  selling,  contact 

Stephen  Moore 
4 1 5.62 1 .4695 
HILL  &  CCX 


REAL  ESTATE 

1 880  Lombard  Street,  SF,  C A  94 1 23 


JUST  LISTED! 

Charming  remodeled  home  on  coveted 
north  slope  of  Bernal  Heights.  Big  liv- 
ing/dining/kitchen  perfect  for  entertaining, 
with  French  doors  opening  to  walk-out 
private  garden  filled  with  roses. 


Walk  to  Cortland  shopping  from  this 
totally  renovated  2-unit  building  featuring 
2  BR/IBA  upper  and  I BR7 1  BA  lower. 
Both  units  feature  open  floor  plans  and 
custom  detailing,  delivered  vacant! 


Helping  you  find  your  way  home, 
from  south  to  north. 


Grieving  losses  and  letting  go... 


Freeing  blocked  creativity... 


Moving  beyond  self-defeating  patterns... 


Stable  support  during  hard  times... 


How  can  psychotherapy  help  you? 

Celia  Lighthill  M.A.  (415)  239-1315 


Ca.  MFT  License  #27325 


Affordable  sliding  scale 


Heather  E.  Morrison,  L.Ac. 
Acupuncture  &  Chinese  Herbs 

Gentle,  relaxing,  effective  treatments  to  help  your  body  work  and  feel  its  best 


Heather  is  a  graduate 
of  Connecticut  College, 
University  of  Chicago 
and  the  International 
Institute  of  Chinese 
Medicine.  Trained  in 
Chinese  Medicine  in  the 
U.S.  and  China. 


Pain,  Women’s  Health, 
Strees,  Cancer 
Support,  Fibromyalgia, 
Low  Energy, 

Anxiety  /  Depression, 
Digestive  Disorders, 
Carpal  Tunnel, 

Skin  Problems,  HBP 
Headaches,  Addictions 


Cloud’s  Rest  Healing  Center  •  2717  Judah  Street  •  San  Francisco 


415.661.0606  •  www.pandachi.com 


4  Noe  Valley 
Chamber  Music 


Sunday,  May  9,  4  p.m.i 
Building  the  Bridge. 


Beloved  violinist  (and  former  Associate  Concertmaster  of  Hie 
SF  Symphony)  /or/a  Fleezanis  is  joined  by  pianist  Karl  Paulnack 
for  our  final  Osher  "Inside  Out"  program  of  the  season,  witft 
recent  music  by  Messiaen,  Bloch,  Tavener,  Davidovsky  &  more! 

Tickets 
$15  12 

1021  Sanchez  Street  I  San  Francisco  I  ph  fax:  415.b48.523b  I  www.nvcm.org 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Food,  Glorious  Food 


By  Mazook 

SURVEY  SAYS:  The  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley  has  announced  the  results  of  its 
neighborhood  survey,  sent  to  240  FNV 
members  and  doled  out  to  shoppers  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market.  As  you  can 
see  from  our  story  on  page  1,  the  53 
Friends  and  17  others  who  answered  the 
questionnaire  are  chewing  on  some  ideas 
that  could  lead  to  a  smorgasbord  on  24th 
Street.  Either  that  or  a  food  fight. 

My  recommendation  is  that  we  all 
bring  a  healthy  snack  to  the  Friends’  June 
9  meeting  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
Association.  The  main  topic  will  be  whether 
local  residents  should  try  to  relax  the  ban 
on  new  restaurants  in  Downtown  Noe 
Valley,  or  just  enroll  in  cooking  classes. 
Larry  Badiner  from  the  city’s  Planning 
Department  will  be  on  hand  to  explain 
how  current  zoning  controls  work  and 
how  new  chain  store  legislation  might  im¬ 
pact  Noe  Valley. 

It  is  purely  coincidental  that  neighbor¬ 
hood  stalwart  Marybeth  Wallace  will  an¬ 
nounce  her  resignation  as  president  of 
Friends  at  the  group’s  May  18  board 
meeting  and  “turn  things  over  to  our  very 
able  vice  president,  Debra  Niemann.” 
Wallace’s  term  would  have  ended  this 
September,  when  Friends’  officer  elec¬ 
tions  are  scheduled. 

“I’m  doing  way  too  many  things,  and 
I  feel  the  need  to  devote  more  time  to  my 


three  kids,"  says  Wallace,  who  also  sits  on 
the  board  of  directors  for  Coleman  Ad¬ 
vocates  for  Children  and  Youth,  the 
Cathedral  School  board,  Rec  and  Park’s 
Dog  Advisory  Committee,  and  the  Noe 
Valley  YMCATask  Force.  But  she  adds, 
“I’m  very,  very  confident  in  Debra’s  abil¬ 
ities  to  take  charge— she  is  great!” 

S  &  K 

WHO  KNEADS  DOUGH:  Speaking  of 
food,  and  children,  Noe  Valley  Bakery  and 
Bread  Company  has  closed  down  its  big 
bakery  operation  on  Bayshore  near  Ale- 
many  and  ended  its  wholesale  business. 

“We  were  doing  great,”  says  owner 
Mary  Gassen,  who  with  her  husband 
Michael  first  opened  the  NVBBCon24th 
Street  in  February  1995,  “but  it  was  not 
making  us  happy.  We  have  two  children 
under  six.  It  was  that  simple.  So  this  Feb¬ 
ruary,  we  closed  down  our  entire  whole¬ 
sale  operation.  We  had  to  let  75  employ¬ 
ees  go,  and  stop  our  fleet  of  four  trucks 
making  the  deliveries.” 

Over  the  last  nine  years,  the  bakery 
(and  in  particular  its  yummy  raisin  bread) 
has  attracted  a  lot  of  people  to  Downtown 
Noe  Valley.  Things  were  going  so  well 
that  in  1 997,  the  Gassens  decided  to  ex¬ 
pand  into  wholesale,  both  in  the  city  and 
in  Marin  and  the  East  Bay.  But,  Mary' 
says,  “it  just  became  too  much,  and  then 
last  year  when  I  had  to  pay  almost  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  million  dollars  just  for  Workman’s 
Compensation  Insurance,  it  became  more 
than  we  could  handle. 

“We’ve  moved  our  baking  back  to  Noe 
Valley,  where  we  live.  Now  we  can  just 
focus  on  improving  our  products  and 
keeping  everything  fresh  and  interesting 
in  our  retail  stores  here  in  Noe  Valley  and 
on  Solano  in  Albany.” 

®  S  S 

ISTHAT  OILTHERE  IS?  Bay  Area  olive 
oil  lovers  will  be  flocking  to  Noe  Valley, 


^Mexican  Grille 


Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

¥  Broiled  Salmon  Burritos  ¥  Delicious  Chicken  MOLE-’f 
¥  Wonderful  Enchiladas  ¥  COCHINITA  PlBIL  PORK* 

¥  Cactus  Burritus  ¥  Fantastic  Grilled  Quesadillas  * 
¥  Grilled  Seafuhh  Specials  ¥ 

Great  Tacds  ¥  Variety  of  Vegetarian  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales  ¥ 

(j/ecA  //y  Out  yCaatsi - 

OAor  t/e  Sftrst  O/uue// 

¥  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-04 77 


now  that  Stonehouse  California  Olive  Oil 
Company  is  opening  a  retail  store  on  the 
corner  of  24th  and  Sanchez  (in  Dharma’s 
old  spot).  Yes,  an  olive  oil  store. 

“We  are  really  excited  about  opening 
our  Noe  Valley  store,”  says  Trish  Bald¬ 
win,  president  of  the  small  company  that 
seems  to  be  growing  faster  than  their  olive 
groves  located  near  Oroville,  Calif.  “We 
have  our  own  groves  and  our  own  [crush¬ 
ing]  mill  in  Corning,  which  can  produce 
about  40,000  gallons  of  olive  oil  annual¬ 
ly  for  us,”  she  says. 

Stonehouse’s  first  factory  outlet  was  in 
Fairfield,  Calif.  Then  last  fall  they  opened 
a  retail  shop  in  the  Ferry  Building.  “I 
know  an  olive  oil  store  sounds  kind  of 
funny,  kind  of  like  that  Saturday  Night 
Live  skit  years  ago  about  a  Scotch  tape 
store,  but  a  lot  of  people  come  to  our 
stores,”  Baldwin  says.  “We  wanted  to 
open  up  a  store  out  in  a  San  Francisco 
neighborhood,  and  we  settled  on  the 
neighborhood  I  always  shop  in  when  I 
come  to  San  Francisco— Noe  Valley.” 

Olive  oil  will  be  sold  by  the  half  liter 
for  $10,  750  ml  for  $14,  a  liter  for  $20, 
and  a  gallon  for  $55.  If  you  bring  your 
own  container,  the  store  will  reduce  the 
price  by  two  dollars  on  any  size.  The  oil 
is  a  blend  of  Mission,  Manzanillo,  and 
Barouni  olive  varietals. 

The  shop  will  also  have  citrus  oils, 
which  are  produced  by  crushing  the  fruits 
together  with  the  olives,  and  garlic  oils. 
Oh,  and  yes  the  store  will  also  carry  sev¬ 
eral  kinds  of  vinegars  to  go  with  all  that 
oil.  Baldwin  says  she  will  personally 
manage  the  store,  and  she  hopes  she  can 
soon  walk  to  work  after  she  moves  to  Noe 
Valley,  from  Berkeley. 

s  s  s 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  REDUNDAN¬ 
CY  DEPARTMENT  has  confirmed  that  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  parking  lot  on  24th 
Street  near  Vicksburg  will  be  officially 


open  for  business  by  mid  May.  I  know,  I 
know,  we’ve  announced  this  before.  But 
the  people  running  the  lot,  American 
Parking  Management,  have  gotten  the 
green  light  from  everybody  now. 

According  to  APM  boss  Luke  Aguil¬ 
era,  “We’ve  met  with  all  the  people  at  the 
church  [Noe  Valley  Ministry]  and  ad¬ 
dressed  their  needs.  We’ve  met  with  the 
merchants  and  discussed  their  needs,  like 
validations.  Also,  we’ve  had  to  look  at 
the  short-term  parkers  and  the  long-term 
parkers.  We’ve  met  with  the  Farmers’ 
Market  people.  And  we’ve  met  with  the 
lawyers,  who  have  met  with  all  the  other 
lawyers.  It’s  a  difficult  process,  but  I  think 
we  will  be  ready  to  roll  very  soon,  most 
likely  around  May  15.” 

And  what  about  the  parking  rates,  for 
the  general  public?  ‘That’s  what  we’re 
figuring  out  right  now.” 

S  S  S 

SPIN  CYCLE:  The  Launderland  park¬ 
ing  lot  behind  the  facility  on  the  corner  of 
24th  and  Church  will  soon  be  history,  as 
will  Launderland  itself. 

The  owner  of  the  property  has  filed  a 
building  permit  application  with  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Department,  asking  to  extend  the  ex¬ 
isting  building  northward  into  the  lot,  and 
then  split  the  whole  space  in  half.  His  stat¬ 
ed  intention  is  to  create  “two  equally  sized 
commercial  spaces”  fronting  onto  24th 
Street,  and  my  spies  tell  me  that  neither 
space  will  be  a  laundromat. 

Over  the  past  35  years,  Launderland 
has  become  a  Noe  Valley  institution,  serv¬ 
ing  the  thousands  in  the  neighborhood 
who  wear  clean  socks.  Seriously,  a  sig¬ 
nificant  number  of  residents  are  going  to 
be  wringing  their  hands  over  this  loss— 
the  only  laundry  with  its  own  parking  lot. 

Planning  Department  spokesperson 
Delvin  Washington  says  the  time  for  fil- 
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ing  objections  expires  May  5.  Oops,  is  it 
too  late? 

s  s  & 

GIVE  ME  A  SIGN.  Bond  Yee,  deputy  di¬ 
rector  of  the  city’s  Department  of  Park¬ 
ing  and  Traffic,  has  nixed  the  notion  of 
installing  a  four-way  stop  at  the  intersec¬ 
tion  of  Castro  and  23rd  streets.  Locals 
raised  the  issue  to  Mayor  Newsom  at  the 
Feb.  28  town  hall  meeting  at  James  Lick. 

Yee  recently  wrote  to  various  City  Hall 
supplicants  that  “[bjased  on  our  investi¬ 
gation,  we  do  not  recommend  installing 
stop  signs  at  the  intersection  of  23rd  and 
Castro  at  this  time.”  He  pointed  out  that 
Castro  Street  carries  the  predominant 
flow  of  traffic  and  that  the  intersection 
“has  had  a  good  safety  record... over  the 
past  five  years.” 

Yee  continued,  “With  regard  to  speed 
control,  our  general  experience  has 
shown  that  placement  of  stop  signs  does 
not  effectively  control  excessive  speeds, 
except  at  the  intersection  itself.  We  will 
therefore  ask  the  police  department,  by  copy 
of  this  letter,  to  consider  increasing  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  speed  limits  in  this  area.” 

Another  factor  he  cited  was  “degrad¬ 
ing”  Muni  service.  In  other  words,  an¬ 
other  stop  on  Castro  would  slow  down 
the  buses  too  much. 

Supervisor  Be  van  Dufty’s  office  says 
that  despite  this  setback,  the  supervisor  is 
strongly  considering  introducing  a  reso¬ 
lution  in  favor  of  the  stop  sign  before  the 
Board  of  Supervisors.  What  do  you  think? 

a  s  & 

UPDATING  DOWNTOWN:  It  looks  as  if 
the  Real  Food  tsunami  has  washed  Wavy 


Footprints  away.  'I  he  kids’  shoe  store, 
which  is  directly  across  from  Bell  Mar¬ 
ket  and  two  doors  down  from  the  empty 
shell  of  Real  Food’s,  will  close  its  doors 
May  3 1  after  a  four-year  run.  “Sales  start¬ 
ed  to  drop  dramatically  right  after  Real 
Food’s  closed  last  year,  and  we  were  nev¬ 
er  able  to  recover,”  says  store  manager 
Tucker  Davis.  According  to  Davis,  "Busi¬ 
ness  has  been  bad,”  and  when  Wavy 
moved  next  door  and  added  toys  and 
clothing  in  an  effort  to  boost  revenue,  it 
didn’t  work. 

If  you  blinked,  you  might  have  missed 
See  Jane  Run’s  quick  sprint  a  block  up  the 
street  to  the  vacant  Toko  storefront  last 
month  (see  Store  Trek,  page  33).  A  shop 
called  Ladybug  Ladybug  flew  into  SJR’s 
old  space  at  the  end  of  April,  selling  gifts, 
art,  and  greeting  cards. 

Lisa  Sherratt,  and  friend  and  partner 
Sheila  Musgrave,  relocated  Ladybug  La¬ 
dybug  from  its  original  site  in  the  Rich¬ 
mond  District.  “I  am  so  happy  that  we  fi¬ 
nally  found  a  place,  and  the  timing  was 
right,”  says  Sherratt.  “I  have  been  hang¬ 
ing  out  in  Noe  Valley  on  my  days  off,  and 
really  think  it  is  a  fun  street,  so  our  store 
will  fit  right  in.” 

There  are  some  pretty  solid  rumors  that 
Colorcrane  will  soon  vacate  its  space  and 
make  way  for  a  knitting  supply  store,  of¬ 
fering  knitting  classes.  I  remember  the 
last  yam  store  in  Downtown  Noe  Valley 
went  out  of  business  circa  1979  (it  was 
located  where  Ocean  Front  Walkers  is 
now).  But  knitting  is  popular  again. 

Kate  Rosenberger  over  at  Phoenix 
Books  says  she  has  1,000  signatures  on 
her  petition  in  support  of  the  store  stay¬ 
ing  in  its  current  location  at  the  comer  of 
24th  and  Vicksburg.  The  landlord  has  put 
her  on  a  month-to-month  basis.  “But  no 
news  is  good  news,”  says  Rosenberger. 

There  are  rumors  that  the  old  Safeway 
storefront  on  Church  and  Day  (most  re¬ 
cently  Mikeytom  Market)  has  two  inter¬ 


ested  parties.  One  is  thinking  furniture 
store,  and  the  other  a  bakery.  "There  have 
been  some  talks,"  says  Steve  Brown  of 
Better  Property  Management,  “but  noth¬ 
ing  has  gone  down  on  paper.” 

Sorry  to  see  that  two  small  Noe  Valley 
corner  grocery  stores  have  gone  out  of 
business.  The  Noe  Courts  Grocery  at 
Douglass  and  Elizabeth  is  vacant  and  for 
rent,  and  the  Resident  Grocery  Store  at  the 
comer  of  Noe  and  22nd  is  also  gone;  in 
fact,  the  entire  building  has  been  gutted. 

S  ®  S 

GOOD  FOOD  NEWS  is  coming  from 
Julio  Cal  vo-Perez.  Whohe?The  man  who 
plans  to  open  a  third  branch  of  his  popu¬ 
lar  Peruvian  restaurant,  Fresca,  in  the 
space  formerly  occupied  by  Tien  Fu 
Restaurant.  Perez  says  his  best  guess  for 
opening  is  “by  mid-July.” 

Perez  opened  his  first  Fresca  in  West 
Portal  eight  years  ago.  His  son  Jose  Cal- 
vo- Perez  worked  with  him  in  the  kitchen 
while  he  was  growing  up,  and  rejoined  the 
business  after  he  graduated  from  the  S.F. 
Culinary  Academy  two  years  ago. 

“We  opened  our  second  Fresca  in  the 
upper  Fillmore  [at  California  Street]  a 
year  and  a  half  ago,”  says  Julio,  “and  we 
have  been  very  encouraged  by  the  re¬ 
sponse  of  the  neighborhood.” 

Why  Noe  Valley?  “I  live  in  West  Por¬ 
tal  and  have  been  shopping  in  Noe  Valley 
for  years.  I  eat  at  my  favorite  restaurant, 
Savor,  whenever  I  get  a  chance,  so  when 
this  opportunity  came  up,  I  was  very  lucky 
and  happy  to  get  a  space  on  24th  Street.” 

Some  of  the  Fresca  favorites  are  Ce- 
viche  Sampler,  Chilean  Sea  Bass,  Peru¬ 
vian  Beef,  and  Rotisserie  Chicken. 

2?  &  & 

A  BUSH-BASHING  BASH  is  being 
sponsored  by  an  ad  hoc  group  of  Noe 
Valleons  who  are  volunteering  their  time 
and  money  to  John  Kerry’s  campaign  for 


president.  The  party,  with  a  no-host  bar, 
is  scheduled  for  Thursday,  May  13,  from 
7  to  9  p.m.,  at  Lc  Zinc  cafe  on  24th  Street 
between  Noe  and  Castro. 

One  of  the  organizers,  Richard  May, 
notes  that  the  "Beat  Bush  Bash”  fs  a 
fundraiser,  and  that  attendees  will  be  re¬ 
quested  to  donate  $50  at  the  door.  “That 
money  will  go  to  the  Kerry  Campaign,  to 
be  used  in  the  battleground  states  like 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Florida,  Nevada, 
Arizona,  and  Missouri.”  Kids  12  and  un¬ 
der  go  free,  and  strollers  are  welcome  in 
Le  Zinc’s  back  patio. 

City  Treasurer  Susan  Leal  will  be  giv¬ 
ing  a  speech  to  the  crowd.  May  says  May¬ 
or  Gavin  Newsom  has  been  invited  “and 
may  make  a  surprise  visit  to  the  party  to 
show  his  support.” 

s  s  s 

THE  NOE  VALLEY  BUREAU  OF  IN¬ 
VESTIGATION  has  finally  released  the 
Noe  Valley  vote  count  from  the  March  2 
presidential  primary  election. 

Of  San  Francisco’s  448,948  registered 
voters,  54  percent  identified  themselves 
as  Democrats,  12  percent  Republicans,  3 
percent  Greens,  and  27  percent  called 
themselves  non-partisan.  Citywide,  only 
42.5  percent  of  them  actually  voted. 

In  Noe  Valley,  15,912  souls  are  regis¬ 
tered,  but  8,328  voted.  That’s  52  percent. 
Noe  Valley’s  Democrats  voted  52  percent 
for  John  Kerry,  22  percent  for  Dennis 
Kucinich,  and  16  percent  for  John  Ed¬ 
wards.  Howard  Dean  got  6  percent,  Joe 
Lieberman  2  percent,  and  A1  Sharpton, 
Wesley  Clark,  Carol  Mosely  Braun,  and 
Dick  Gephardt  shared  the  remaining  2 
percent  of  the  vote. 

That’s  30.  Have  a  crazy  daisy  May,  and 
stay  in  tune  for  June.  ■ 


what  s  that  sme 


your  neighborhood! 


We  are  happy  to  announce  that  we  have  returned  our  bread 
ovens  to  their  original  home  on  24th  Street  where  we  can 
concentrate  on  what  we  do  best — providing  an  authentic 
neighborhood  bakery  experience  for  our  customers. 

Stop  by  for  a  visit  to  experience  the  wonderful  tastes, 
textures  and  aromas  that  only  freshly  baked  breads  can 
deliver! 

Noe  Valley  Bakery  &  Bread  Company 
4075  24th  Street  at  Castro 
phone  415.550.1405 


artisan  breads  and  pastries  •  cakes  for  every  occasion  •  custom  wedding  cakes  •  gourmet  lunch  menu  •  fair  trade  organic  coffee 


Your  Neighborhood  Bakery 
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Religious  History 

BY  RICHARD  J.  MARTIN  JR.  « 


/  WAS  BAPTIZED  Catholic  at  six  weeks  of  age.  By 
M  the  time  I  reached  14, 1  had  received  the  sacra- 
merits  of  Holy  Communion  and  Confirma¬ 
tion  and  was  about  to  graduate  from  St.  Gabriel  School. 
It  was  then  that  I  questioned  the  religious  instruction  of 
my  eighth-grade  teacher,  Sister  Roseanne. 

“I  don’t  understand.” 

“What  don’t  you  understand,  Richard?” 

“How  Jesus  died  for  my  sins.  1  mean,  how  did  He 
know  what  sins  I  would  commit?” 

“God  knows  everything....” 

“So  if  Jesus  died  on  the  cross  so  that  my  sins  could  be 
forgiven,  then  I  can  really  do  whatever  I  want,  because  I 
will  be  forgiven.” 

“No!... I  mean,  yes... if  you  ask  for  forgiveness,  in 
Christ’s  name.” 

“But  if  God  is  all-powerful,  why  doesn’t  He  just  stop 
us  from  sinning?  How  could  He  just  stand  by  and  watch 
us  get  into  trouble?” 

I  wanted  to  back  off  then,  but  it  was  too  late.  Jaws  that 
had  been  chomping  on  wads  of  bubble  gum  had  gone 
slack.  Sister  Roseanne  had  her  hands  together  as  if  pray¬ 
ing,  and  a  small  bead  of  sweat  had  appeared  from  under¬ 
neath  her  black  cowl.  “I  think  you  had  better  discuss  this 
with  Sister  Marian  Clare.” 

I  got  out  of  my  seat  and  went  to  the  principal’s  office. 
I  had  done  battle  with  Sister  Marian  Clare  before — bro¬ 
ken  windows,  fights  in  the  schoolyard,  and  “not  living  up 
to  my  potential.”  How  much  trouble  could  a  guy  get  in 
for  asking  a  question  in  class? 

I  sat  in  front  of  her  and  looked  directly  into  her  eyes. 
I  knew  the  routine.  First  she  would  instill  shame.  Then 
came  the  punishment:  privileges  denied,  the  1 ,000-word 
essay,  weekend  work  at  the  convent.  Then  the  threat: 
more  terrible  and  unnamed  consequences  that  would  be 
levied  if  I  ever  had  the  misfortune  to  come  before  her 
again. 

But  today  was  different.  She  started  with  an  almost 
maternal  tone. 

“You  know,  Richard. .  .eighth  grade  is  a  turning  point. 
The  habits  and  behaviors  that  you  develop  in  eighth 
grade  stay  with  you  through  high  school  and  often  set  the 
course  of  your  life.” 

I  sat  in  silence. 

“It  was  horrible  what  you  did  to  Sister  Roseanne  in 
class  today.” 

That  was  my  cue,  “Hey,  I  was  just  asking. 

There  was  a  “snap!”  as  Sister  Marian  Clare  rapped  one 
time  on  the  desk  with  the  pencil  she  was  holding.  Her 
eyes  and  her  nostrils  had  widened — I  could  see  hairs  in 
her  nose  and  in  the  small  mole  on  her  cheek.  There  was 
the  Sister  Marian  Clare  I  knew.  I  waited  for  the  punish¬ 
ment. 

She  seemed  to  compose  herself.  “I  will  be  phoning 
Brother  Draper  at  St.  Ignatius  and  telling  him  what  you 
did  today.  I’m  sure  he  will  want  to  know  what  to  expect. 
Maybe  they  can  do  something  to  help  you.  This  evening, 
I  will  ask  Sister  Roseanne  to  join  me  in  prayer  for  your 
immortal  soul.  I’m  afraid  that’s  all  we  can  do.” 

“Well,  do  you  want  me  to  come  to  the  convent  on  Sat¬ 
urday  to  clean  up?” 

“That  won’t  be  necessary.” 

Then  I  started  to  cry.  She  asked  me  to  leave  her  office. 

I  didn’t  think  about  her  again  much  until  some  12 
years  later,  the  first  time  I  asked  the  church  for  help. 

I  SAT  IN  WASHINGTON  SQUARE  PARK  in  front  of  St.  Peter 
and  Paul’s  Church,  where  Mass  was  said  in  Italian.  I 
was  hungry.  Both  my  welfare  check  and  food  stamps  were 
gone,  and  it  was  28  days  until  I  would  see  more.  I  had  a 
friend,  another  poet/welfare  recipient,  who  sat  with  me. 

I  thought  of  the  church.  Sister  Marian  Clare.  The 
money  my  mother  had  given  me  to  throw  into  the  col¬ 
lection  plate  and  the  money  she  had  thrown  in  herself. 
The  years  in  the  hated  school  uniform,  and  how  many 


I  thought  of  the  church.  Sister  Marian 
Clare.  The  money  my  mother  had  given 
me  to  throw  into  the  collection  plate  and 
the  money  she  had  thrown  in  herself. 

The  years  in  the  hated  school  uniform, 
and  how  many  fights  I  had  lost  to  public 
school  kids  because  of  it.  The  Salesian 
Missions,  Catholic  Charities,  the 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society,  and  all  the 
time  and  money  we  gave  to  them. 

I  figured  it  was  time  for  some  payback. 

fights  I  had  lost  to  public  school  kids  because  of  it.  The 
Salesian  Missions,  Catholic  Charities,  the  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul  Society,  and  all  the  time  and  money  we  gave  to  them. 

I  figured  it  was  time  for  some  payback.  These  fucking 
assholes.  How  could  they  call  themselves  a  church  if  they 
would  let  me,  a  Catholic ,  raised  and  schooled  in  this  very 
archdiocese,  sit  here  hungry  while  they  collected  people’s 
hard-earned  cash  for  missionaries  in  Guatemala? 

I  decided  to  go  over  to  the  door  of  the  rectory  and  ask 
for  some  food. 

My  friend  was  hungry,  too.  We  walked  over,  lifted  a 
small  doorknocker  and  let  it  fall.  A  nun  answered.  I  was 
glad. 

“Yes?” 

“Look,  I’m  a  Catholic.  I’m  out  here  with  no  food  and 
no  money  and  I’m  hungry.  I  went  to  St.  Gabe’s!” 

I  waited  for  her  to  refuse  me.  I  could  picture  her  run¬ 
ning  to  the  chapel  to  pray  after  I  told  her  what  a  hypocrite 
she  was. 

She  looked  over  at  my  companion,  then  back  at  me. 
Was  she  asking  me  if  he  too  was  a  Catholic?  This  guy  was 
a  Protestant,  so  I  decided  to  ride  it  out. 

“Wait  here.” 

When  she  came  back,  she  had  a  paper  bag,  which  she 
handed  to  me,  and  I  think  she  heard  me  say,  “Thank  you, 
Sister,”  as  the  door  slammed.  When  we  got  over  to  the 
park,  we  opened  the  bag,  and  inside  were  two  sandwiches 
(one  piece  of  baloney  between  two  pieces  of  white  bread, 
fresh),  two  small  bags  of  potato  chips,  and  two  of  those 
tiny  containers  of  chocolate  milk  that  you  get  at  a  sixth- 
grade  cafeteria  lunch. 

We  sat  on  the  park  bench  and  ate  the  food.  I  started 
to  cry,  and  after  a  while,  so  did  my  friend. 

THE  NEXT  TIME  I  asked  the  church  for  help,  15  years 
later,  things  had  changed.  I  actually  didn’t  even  ask 
for  myself,  but  for  another  Catholic  who  needed  help.  I 
had  a  job:  administrative  assistant  to  the  head  nurse  on 
the  midnight  to  8  a.m.  shift. 

One  night,  a  very  old  man  lay  dying  in  the  hospital. 
His  name  was  Oscar  Padua  and  his  family  was  gathered 
around  him — 12  of  them  in  all — convening  an  emo¬ 
tional  bedside  vigil. 

On  night  shift,  there  is  only  one  doctor  on  duty  and 
he  is  usually  asleep.  If  a  patient’s  heart  stops  or  if  he  can’t 
breathe,  you  wake  the  doctor  up.  Otherwise,  the  head 
nurse  is  in  charge  and  he  or  she  will  consult  the  doctor’s 
orders  that  are  hanging  from  the  hook  on  the  side  of  the 
hospital  bed  and  make  decisions  from  that. 

The  orders  by  the  side  of  the  bed  of  Oscar  Padua  said 
“comfort  care,”  which  basically  means  that  this  patient  is 
going  to  die  soon  and  you  should  pump  him  full  of  mor¬ 
phine  until  the  time  comes.  But  the  family  wanted  Oscar 
to  live.  They  kept  coming  up  to  the  nurse’s  station  with 
annoying  requests  and  disturbing  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  ward  by  sobbing  in  the  hallways.  I  got  a  call  in  the 
Nursing  Administration  office,  and  was  charged  with 
doing  something  about  this  family. 

I  came  into  the  death  room  and  offered  them  some  tis¬ 
sue,  and  told  them  that  there  was  a  lounge  down  the  hall 


where  they  could  rest  and  watch  television.  They  de¬ 
clined,  and  asked  some  medical  questions  I  couldn’t  an¬ 
swer.  I  went  down  to  the  cafeteria  and  assembled  a  plat¬ 
ter  of  food  for  them. 

When  I  re-entered  the  room,  their  eyes  lit  up.  They 
thought  I  had  brought  something  that  could  make  Pop- 
pie  well  again.  When  they  saw  it  was  only  bananas  and 
sandwiches,  they  turned  away — the  matriarch  even  slit- 
ted  her  eyes  a  little.  The  food  sat  there. 

Now  they  were  pissing  me  off.  I  sought  out  the  head 
nurse  on  duty,  Bob. 

“Bob,  let’s  wake  up  the  doctor.” 

“We  can’t.” 

“Why  not?  If  this  guy  is  dying,  why  can’t  we  hook  him 
up  to  the  ventilators,  the  defibrillators,  and  all  that  shit?” 

“It’s  not  gonna  help.  Forget  it.” 

“I’m  phoning  a  priest  then.” 

Bob  laughed. 

I  got  the  number  for  St.  Gabriel’s  Parish  from  infor¬ 
mation,  and  made  the  call.  I  had  been  saving  my  diatribe 
on  how  the  church  owed  me  for  about  20  years  now,  and 
I  was  eager  to  wake  this  priest  up  at  3:19  a.m.  to  deliver 
it. 

“Hello?” 

“Hey,  I  need  to  talk  to  a  priest.” 

“This  is  Father  Mickey —  Hello?” 

“Yeah... okay... Father  Mickey,  I’m  at  Davies  Medical 
Center,  and  there  is  a  Catholic  here  who  needs  last  rites.” 

“What  is  the  patient’s  name  and  what  floor  is  he  on?” 

“Uh. .  .well,  his  name’s  Oscar  Padua,  and  he’s  on  Three 
North.” 

“I’ll  be  there  in  about  1 5  minutes.” 

When  Father  Mickey  entered  the  room,  the  Padua 
family  breathed  a  collective  sigh  of  relief.  The  women 
rushed  to  him,  and  he  took  them  into  his  arms.  They 
wanted  to  touch  him,  touch  his  robes  and  the  cross  he 
carried  around  his  neck.  He  let  them  touch  his  garments, 
then  he  touched  each  woman  on  the  cheek,  and  their 
hands  in  turn  rushed  up  to  their  faces  to  protect  the  spot 
that  he  had  just  touched.  He  spoke  to  them  in  Tagalog; 
he  had  been  a  missionary  in  the  Philippines.  Finally,  he 
turned  to  the  bed  where  the  patient  lay,  audibly  strug¬ 
gling  to  breathe.  He  said,  “Let’s  pray....” 

That  broke  everybody.  Even  the  men  started  to  weep 
openly.  They  gathered  around  the  bed  and  assumed  a 
prayerful  stance.  The  matriarch,  who  had  given  me  a 
dirty  look  earlier,  gave  me  an  even  dirtier  one,  and  I  slid 
into  the  circle  and  bowed  my  head.  I  didn’t  want  to  em¬ 
barrass  Bob  by  looking  over,  but  when  we  started  to  say 
the  prayers,  I’m  pretty  sure  I  heard  his  voice. 

By  the  time  Father  Mickey  went  back  to  St.  Gabriel’s, 
the  sun  was  coming  up.  The  Padua  family  stopped  ask¬ 
ing  questions  and  bothering  the  nurses,  and  when  I  re¬ 
turned  for  work  the  next  night,  Oscar  Padua  was  in  the 
hospital  morgue  and  the  Paduas  were  gone.  < 

About  the  Author 

Glen  Park  resident  Richard  J.  Martin  Jr.  has  lived  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  for  more  than  40  years.  He  makes  his  living  as  a  grant 
writer,  a  skill  he  developed  as  a  client  of  Walden  House,  a  drug 
and  alcohol  treatment  center.  A  graduate  of  City  College,  he 
says  at  47  years  of  age  that  he  “just  might  be  the  oldest  student 
in  San  Francisco  State  University’s  creative  writing  program." 
His  stories,  poems,  and  articles  have  appeared  m  the  S.F.  Her¬ 
ald,  Seattle  Weekly,  Working  Magazine,  Bay  Area  Reporter,  Frisko 
Magazine,  the  Walden  House  Journal,  and  Successful  Fundraising. 
Much  of  his  work  is  drawn  from  his  past  personal  experience  as 
a  Mission  District  heroin  addict  and  his  subsequent  work  in 
nonprofit  human  service  agencies.  He’s  also  a  musician  and  a 
member  of  Musicians  Union  Local  6. 

Martin’s  favorite  Noe  Valley  ritual  is  “to  get  a  haircut  at  Isa’s 
Salon,  where  the  stylist  is  always  kind  enough  to  trim  my  eye¬ 
brows.”  He  likes  to  follow  up  with  a  visit  to  Pasta  Pomodoro, 
for  spaghetti  and  meatballs.  His  most  memorable  Noe  Valley  ex¬ 
perience  is  winning  a  trip  to  Paris  in  a  Bell  Market  giveaway. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit  fiction,  literary  nonfiction,  or  poetry  for  publication  on  The  Last  Page.  Mail  manuscripts,  which  should  be  no  more  than 
1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail  lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  an  SASE  if  you  want  your  manuscript  returned.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


